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For some, pardons are about redemption
—

Others get a second
shot at better jobs
—

By Holbrook Mohr
The associated Press

When Thomas
Ailes heard from a friend that
he’d been pardoned for a marijuana conviction from the 1970s,
he didn’t wait for the Mississippi
Parole Board to mail him the
paperwork. He jumped in his
blue Dodge truck and drove an
hour to the capital to pick it up
himself.
On an unseasonably warm
morning last week, the Vietnam
veteran kicked back on his front
porch in the tiny town of Wesson
and proudly displayed Executive
Order No. 1083, one of nearly
200 pardons former Gov. Haley
Barbour signed in his final days
in office.
“i’m going to have about 10
copies of this bad boy made. And
this one here is getting framed,”
Ailes said.
The pardon isn’t life-changing
for Ailes, 61. He’s been out of
prison since 1977. He’s disabled,
so it won’t help him land a job.
He never lost his right to vote.
“i just wanted the same clean
record i had when i joined the
Marines,” he said. “i wanted it so
i can clear my conscience.”
Ailes’ hopes may be dashed.
The Mississippi attorney general’s office is trying to have dozens
of pardons thrown out, including his.
in the shadows of the national
headlines and angry reaction
from victims of heinous crimes,
there are many like Ailes, searching for redemption, not freedom.
WESSON, MiSS. —

Rogelio V. SoliS / the aSSociated pReSS

on the porch of his Wesson, Miss., home Wednesday, thomas ailes displays executive order No.
1083, which pardons him for a marijuana conviction from the 1970s. the Vietnam veteran drove to
Jackson to pick up the executive order from the Mississippi Parole Board after first learning of the
pardon from a friend earlier this month.
Barbour, a two-term Republican governor, has been criticized
for granting so many pardons
and for giving them to people
convicted of serious crimes like
murder and rape. Among those
pardoned were trusties — prisoners so trusted that they are
allowed to work at the Governor’s Mansion. Some lawmakers
have vowed to craft legislation
that would limit the governor’s
pardoning powers.
Most of the pardons were for
lesser crimes, some dating back
decades. Four men who benefited from Barbour’s pardons were

convicted of crimes in the 1960s
— one for arson, two for burglary and one for robbery. More
than four times that many were
convicted of crimes in the 1970s,
and even more in the ’80s and
’90s. Barbour has said 189 of the
people who got reprieves were
already out of prison, like Herbert Lowery of Vicksburg.
Lowery was 30 when he was
busted for delivering marijuana
and admitted he was looking for
fast money to build a house and
start a family. A shameful mistake, he called it, saying he’s never even smoked pot.

Now 64, Lowery served less
than a year in 1979 and hasn’t
been in trouble since. But the
felony conviction was a haunting
embarrassment.
Like Ailes, the pardon isn’t
likely to have much effect on
Lowery’s life. He too is disabled,
from heart surgery and lung cancer. He’s an avid hunter, but a
judge restored his right to own a
gun years ago. He’s been voting
ever since he got of prison.
“i just wanted to clear my
name before i died,” Lowery
said. “i’m so ashamed of what i
did.”

For others, the pardons offer released on a suspended sena chance at a better job and a tence — meaning he was still on
better life.
parole and didn’t have the convicLarry Harper, a convicted kill- tion wiped from his record.
er who worked in the Governor’s
Barbour’s pardon could cut
Mansion for Barbour’s prede- Harper loose from parole. if it
cessor, Democratic Gov. Ron- stands.
nie Musgrove, said he has been
Attorney General Jim Hood,
cleaning a chicken prothe lone Democrat in
statewide office, has
cessing plant for eight
years since he got out
pledged to fight dozens
of prison on a suspendof the pardons, saying
ed sentence. The murmany didn’t publish notider, aggravated assault
fications in local newsand weapon violations,
papers every day for a
he says, are like heavy
month as required for
chains that keep him
pardons.
from moving up in the Haley Barbour
The pardon of five
Former Miss.
Governor ’s Mansion
world.
“That’s all i want is governor crititrusties sentenced to life
to do a better job. As far cized for par— four for killings and
owning a gun and all that dons granted
the other for robbery —
got the most attention.
other stuff, i don’t care.
i just want a better job,” Harper
One had shot his estranged
told The Associated Press in a wife in the head while she held
telephone interview.
their baby, and then shot and
Harper acknowledges he wounded her friend. Another
killed a man in the early 1980s, trusty shot his wife in the back.
but said he meant only to shoot Hood first moved to block their
the man in the shoulder while pardons, then filed papers to
protecting himself.
block dozens more.
Harper was sentenced to life
But Parole Board Chairwomin 1983. He was a good prisoner an Shannon Warnock told the
and earned the coveted trusty AP Ailes and others got vague
job in 1997. Governors histori- instructions. Some were led to
cally released the trusties at the believe they could publish once
end of their terms, though new a week for a month — not every
Republican Gov. Phil Bryant end- day as constitutionally required.
ed the program Thursday.
On Monday, a judge will
Harper was paroled Aug. 17, decide whether the pardons can
1998. But less than a year later, stand, though the ruling can be
he was arrested again, this time appealed.
on aggravated assault and weapThinking back to that day on
ons charges. He said he didn’t the porch, smiling in the warm
have a weapon and didn’t assault sun and celebrating his good foranyone, but was mixed up with tune, Ailes felt betrayed when
the wrong crowd.
he learned his pardon could be
He was sent back to prison erased.
in June 1999 and again became
“That’s a crock,” Ailes said.
a Governor’s Mansion trusty in “i guess that’s the way they do
March 2001. When Musgrove a veteran. i did everything they
left office in 2004, he had Harper told me to do.”

Gay marriage gains support in Wash. state
—

Bills to get first
legislative hearings
—

By Rachel La Corte
The associated Press

The last time
same-sex marriage was debated
in the Washington state Legislature, lawmakers voted to ban
it. Fourteen years later, the issue
is before the Legislature once
again after a multiyear effort
that has incrementally increased
rights to gay and lesbian couples
in the state.
And this time around, it looks
like Washington could very well
become the seventh state plus
the District of Columbia to legalize same-sex marriage.
Gay marriage has won the
backing of several prominent
Pacific Northwest businesses,
including Microsoft Corp. and
Nike, inc., and just last week a
conservative Democrat who once
OLYMPiA, WASH. —

opposed same-sex marriage said
he will now vote for it.
Bills to legalize same-sex marriage have been introduced in
the House and Senate, sponsored by two gay lawmakers who
have pushed for gay rights measures in past years. The bills will
have their first public hearings
on Monday, before Senate and
House committees. While gay
marriage bills have been introduced in Washington state before,
this is the first time the issue will
receive a public hearing.
“if there’s one word to sum
up where Washington is on marriage equality, it’s momentum,”
said Michael Cole-Schwartz, a
spokesman for the Washington, D.C.-based Human Rights
Campaign.
Same-sex marriage is legal
in New York, Connecticut, iowa,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont and the District
of Columbia. Lawmakers in New
Jersey and Maryland are expected to debate gay marriage this
year as well.
Washington state along with

several other states, including
California, Oregon and New Jersey, have laws that either recognize civil unions or domestic partnerships that afford same-sex
couples some or nearly all of the
rights of marriage.
The debate over same-sex
marriage in Washington state
has changed significantly since
lawmakers passed Washington’s Defense of Marriage Act
in 1998. The constitutionality of
DOMA was ultimately upheld
by the state Supreme Court in
2006, but earlier that year, a gay
civil rights measure passed after
nearly 30 years of failure, signaling a change of mindset in the
Legislature.
The quick progression of
domestic partnership laws in
the state came soon after, with
a domestic partnership law in
2007, and two years of expansion
that culminated in 2009 with the
so-called “everything but marriage law” that was upheld by
voters after opponents filed a referendum to challenge it.
That slow-but-steady strategy

Wall St. banks’ record profits
don’t translate into CEO bonus
—

Financial stocks
performed poorly
—

By The Associated Press

JPMorgan Chase,
the nation’s largest bank, posted
a record profit for 2011. That
didn’t translate into a bigger
bonus for CEO Jamie Dimon.
Morgan Stanley’s latest quarterly results topped expectations
as the bank trimmed costs and
cleaned up problems dating from
the financial crisis. But CEO
James Gorman saw the value of
his stock awards for the year fall
by half.
Across their ranks, Wall Street
banks are curbing bonus pay for
last year’s performance, which
was marked by big drops in stock
prices and still-hefty costs for
mortgage-related problems. in
the last three months of the year,
fears about the European debt
crisis made the stock and bond
markets volatile, and clients of
all the major banks shied away
from mergers and acquisitions
NEW YORK —

and public offerings of stock.
That sharply reduced investment
banking and underwriting fees.
The banks also faced a surge
in populist anger, as the Occupy Wall Street movement went
national.
Financial stocks were some
of the worst performing in 2011.
While the S&P 500 index finished the year flat, Morgan Stanley shares plunged 44 percent,
JPMorgan dropped nearly 22
percent and Goldman Sachs
Group inc. tanked 46 percent.
Compensation followed the
downward trend. in a closely
watched and politically charged
gauge, JPMorgan Chase & Co.
revealed earlier this month that
it set aside 36 percent less than
the year before to pay its investment bankers. Morgan Stanley
shed 700 workers last year and
capped the amount that workers
can get in their bonuses immediately, deferring anything over
$125,000. Rival Goldman eliminated 7 percent of its employees
and cut 2011 pay by 21 percent.
And it appears the banks’
CEOs are not immune. On Friday, Morgan Stanley’s regulatory filing showed that the value

of Gorman’s stock award for the
year dropped to $5.1 million from
$10.2 million in 2010.
Gorman, who became CEO
two years ago, has been slimming
down the bank, selling off units
like a mortgage servicing division
and an asset management business. He’s been emphasizing divisions like wealth management,
which provide smaller returns
than some investment banking
operations but also carry a lot
less risk because they’re based
on fees rather than markets.
Unlike JPMorgan and some
of the other big banks, Morgan
Stanley doesn’t have a large
consumer deposit base to rely
on when its investment bank
stumbles.
JPMorgan’s Dimon received
restricted stock worth $12.6 million and stock appreciation rights
reportedly valued at roughly $5
million for 2011, according to
a filing with the Securities and
Exchange Commission Friday.
That compares with about $17.1
million in stock and SARs that he
was granted for 2010.
Complete compensation
details weren’t disclosed.
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was spearheaded by Democratic Sen. Ed Murray, a gay lawmaker from Seattle who has led
the push for gay civil rights and
domestic partnerships and who
is sponsoring the Senate marriage bill.
Murray said that it may
have taken years to lay the

groundwork, but now the state is
ready to address same-sex marriage. “The culture changes and
the politics follows,” he said.
The state Senate is now just
one vote shy of having enough
backing to approve the bill, with
a half-dozen lawmakers remaining uncommitted.
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Notice is hereby given that the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development and Federal Railroad
Administration will conduct open-forum public meetings for:
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208(500)
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes, Louisiana
The public meetings will be held at the following places and times:

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

February 7, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

February 8, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Xavier University of Louisiana
University Center, 3rd Floor
Mary and William McCaffrey
Ballroom B
4980 Dixon Street
New Orleans, LA 70125

Joseph S. Yenni Building
Council Chambers
1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard
Jefferson, LA 70123

The purpose of the public meetings is to present an overview
of the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Program and the
study process for preparing an Environmental Impact
Statement to evaluate environmental and related impacts of
upgrading NORG and infrastructure in Jefferson and Orleans
Parishes; and to provide an opportunity for all interested
parties to express their views. All comments received during
the public meetings and written comments post-marked
within ten (10) calendar days of the meeting will become part
of the official public record. If you are unable to attend the
meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed
below.

New!
Must
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New!
Seated
Elliptical

New Orleans Rail Gateway
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
818 Howard Avenue, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
Interested persons or their representatives are invited to be
present at the above times and places to review the study
materials and will be afforded an opportunity to express their
views concerning the information presented. Information on
the Program can also be viewed at
http://www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/
NORG/.
If you require special assistance due to a disability in order to
participate in these public meetings, please contact Mr. Dean
Goodell, Intermodal Transportation Manager by mail, at
Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development, P.O.
Box 94245, Baton Rouge, LA
70804-9245, or by telephone at
(225) 379-3031, at least five (5)
working days prior to the public
meetings dates.
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‘He helped people. He tried to
make the city a better place’

Crescent City
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and physically, encouraging them to reach their highest
potential in life for Christ.
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for the 2012-2013 School Year
December – February
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504-885-4700

Crescent City Christian is a private Christian School, a ministry of Celebration Church, is a Louisiana State approved
school and is a member of the Association of Christian
Schools lnternational (ACSl). Crescent City Christian School
is non-discriminatory in its admission policies and does not
offer preferential admission or treatment on the basis of race,
color, gender, national origin, or ancestry.

4828 Utica Street, Metairie, LA 70006
www.ccchristian.net
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JOHN MCCUSKER / THE TIMES-PICAYUNE

New Orleans police investigate a shooting death in the 500 block of Vallette Street in Algiers Point early Wednesday morning. Responding
to news of the shooting, Mayor Mitch Landrieu expressed his growing frustration with what he has long called the city’s ‘culture of death.’

killiNg, from A-1
The shooting, the latest in a
string of killings that has rattled
a crime-weary citizenry, came
just hours before the mayor and
police chief held a news conference to urge the city’s judges to
increase bonds for those charged
with gun crimes.
Mayor Mitch Landrieu began
the conference, which was
planned before Wednesday’s
shooting, by saying his “heart
broke” when he learned the
boys watched their father die.
“Children should never have to
witness a family member being
hurt,” he said.
As he has often done recently
following high-profile shootings,
Landrieu expressed his growing frustration with what he has
long called the city’s “culture of
death.”
It is “very hard to get at the
root of,” he said. “The breadth
of it and depth of it can leave you
numb.”
Police said the incident
began when the shooter walked
up to a woman who was sitting in a gray Saturn preparing to leave for work. The man
knocked on the window and
asked for the time. When she
turned, the man pulled out a
black handgun and demanded
she get out of the vehicle. She
did, and the gunman got in and
closed the door.
When Ainsworth saw what
was happening, he jumped
on the car’s hood. The gunman then shot Ainsworth and
abandoned the vehicle. Witnesses told investigators the

Composite sketch of killer in
Algiers Point shooting. He is
said to be about 5-foot-7 and
between 140 and 150 pounds.
suspect was seen r unning
toward Opelousas Avenue, said
homicide commander Lt. Gary
Marchese.
The International School of
Louisiana — just steps from
the crime scene — and nearby Martin Berhman Charter
School were placed on lockdown as police hunted for the
suspect.
Ainsworth, a 44-year-old
contractor, spent much of his
free time volunteering for
police causes, his brother said.
He was a member of COPS 8
— Citizens’ Organization for
Police Support — a group that
raises money and provides supplies to the NOPD’s 8th District, which patrols the Central

Business District, French Quarter and Faubourg Marigny. In
October 2010, he founded a separate police-support group to
help individual officers in need of
assistance, Bill Ainsworth said.
“He was a Christian. He
helped people,” Ainsworth said
of his brother. “He tried to make
the city a better place. That was
his main drive.”
That Mike Ainsworth died
trying to prevent a crime came
as no surprise to those who knew
him.
“This was far from the first
time he’s done it,” Bill Ainsworth
said. “Anything at all, people
starting to get in a ruckus, he
would go there and break it up.”
The shooting came as a shock
to the neighborhood, which
rarely sees bloodshed in a city
plagued by violence. Residents
there have been on edge since
the Jan. 7 beating and attempted robbery of a woman who was
walking home from the ferry
landing after the Saints’ playoff
game.
Mary Kamrath, of Washburn,
Mo., who was visiting her brother in the neighborhood, said she
heard three gunshots and looked
out the window. That’s when she
saw the two boys next to Ainsworth’s body. Neighbors took
the children inside a home after
police arrived, she said.
“Everybody was kind of in
shock,” Kamrath said. “It just
goes to show no good deed goes
unpunished.”
In addition to neighbors, who
gathered to comfort one another,
several of Ainsworth’s longtime
friends also rushed to the scene
as news of the shooting rippled

across Algiers Point.
“For this to happen in Algiers
at this time of the morning
on Vallette Street? I couldn’t
believe it,” said Ronald Forbes,
who knew Ainsworth for about
25 years. Criminals, he said,
“don’t care no more” about
consequences.
NOPD 4th District Commander Heather Kouts said
Wednesday that she assigned a
task force to Algiers Point in an
effort to increase contact with
residents. Officers will enforce
traffic and truancy laws, as well
as talk to residents about safety
issues, such as unlocked vehicles
and other problems, she said.
City Councilwoman Kristin
Gisleson Palmer, whose district
includes Algiers, said she was
leaving home to take two of her
daughters to school when the
shots exploded about two blocks
away. Though she didn’t immediately tell her children what happened, Palmer said she planned
to recount the incident during
dinner.
“It doesn’t make this any
more inhumane or egregious
because it happened on my
street,” she said. “Parents all
over the city have been having
this same conversation with their
children, and I’m super-angry
that we have to. But if we’re
going to truly stop this, we’re
going to have this conversation.
“We all have to say, every
street is our street.”
•••••••
Staff writer Michelle Krupa contributed
to this report. Danny Monteverde can be
reached at dmonteverde@timespicayune.
com or 504.826.3482.

Study won’t be limited to concussions
tulANe, from A-1
in Falls Church, Va.; Morehouse
School of Medicine in Atlanta;
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
in New York; University of California in San Francisco; University of Southern California in
Los Angeles; and Washington
University School of Medicine in
St. Louis.
“You’ve got these guys who
are used to accessing the health
care system and the medical system in a certain way, and then
once they are finished (with their
careers), it all changes and they
don’t have access to what they
used to have,” said Dr. Gregory Stewart, who is the medical
director of Tulane Centers for
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. “Really all we’re trying to
do is help take care of these guys
for the long term.”
Stewart and Dr. Roger Kelley,
chairman of neurology at Tulane
University School of Medicine,
will lead the Tulane chapter of
the program. After evaluating
the players, the team of doctors
will coordinate treatment.
“We’ve got Dr. Kelley … who
is going to help coordinate all the
neurological components and all
the medications, and then my
role with all this is to help coordinate some of the long-term
care. My role is to work on some
of the life skills that you need to

“This could be my future, so I was
all for trying to speed up getting
a center in place for that type of
care. We also want to make sure
we take care of the players playing
right now in the future.”
bERNARD RObERTSON
president of the local chapter of the NFL Players Association

keep you at home and in the community functioning to the best of
your ability.”
Bernard Robertson, president of the local chapter of the
NFL Players Association, said
efforts have been under way for
two years to land a Neurological
Care Program in New Orleans.
Gleason’s decision to make his
case public might have accelerated the process up, Robertson
said.
“It aided in being able to
speed up the process and get
the center,” Robertson said. “We
(also) pointed out how huge of a
hub this area is for NFL stars.”
Robertson, a former Tulane
and NFL player, said he had a
vested interest in getting a local
center.
“This could be my future, so
I was all for trying to speed up
getting a center in place for that

type of care,” Robertson said.
“We also want to make sure we
take care of the players playing
right now in the future.”
The NFL declined an interview request, instead issuing a
statement via email: “The health
and safety of our players is one
of the NFL’s highest priorities.
We are pleased to be broadening
our geographic reach by adding
respected institution like Tulane
to the group of medical centers
selected to evaluate and treat
possible neurological conditions
among retired players.”
Stewart said the issues that
will be addressed will go beyond
ex-players suffering from postconcussion injuries.
“We are not a concussion center,” he said.
Many of the neurological diseases some former football players develop, including Gleason’s
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ALS, could be linked to concussions, a number of recent
research studies show, but conclusive medical evidence has yet
to be found.
Pressure has mounted on
the NFL in the past few years
to address the possible connections between on-field injuries
like concussions and long-term
brain issues and disease. This
summer, the first of more than a
dozen lawsuits was filed against
the NFL and helmet companies
by former players who felt the
league did not act in their best
interests after concussions and
did not provide enough information about the injury and its longterm consequences.
“We believe that the longterm medical complications that
have been associated with multiple concussions — such as memory loss, impulse anger-control
problems, disorientation, dementia — were well documented,
and that factually the NFL knew
or should have known of these
potentially devastating neurological problems, and yet it didn’t
take any active role in addressing
the issue for players,” attorney
Larry Coben, who represents
several ex-players in a lawsuit,
told The New York Times in an
article published last year.
••••••••
Tammy Nunez can be reached at tnunez@
timespicayune.com or 504.232.3697.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS
Notice is hereby given that the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development and Federal Railroad
Administration will conduct open-forum public meetings for:
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208(500)
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes, Louisiana
The public meetings will be held at the following places and times:

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

February 7, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

February 8, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Xavier University of Louisiana
University Center, 3rd Floor
Mary and William McCaffrey
Ballroom B
4980 Dixon Street
New Orleans, LA 70125

Joseph S. Yenni Building
Council Chambers
1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard
Jefferson, LA 70123

The purpose of the public meetings is to present an overview
of the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Program and the
study process for preparing an Environmental Impact
Statement to evaluate environmental and related impacts of
upgrading NORG and infrastructure in Jefferson and Orleans
Parishes; and to provide an opportunity for all interested
parties to express their views. All comments received during
the public meetings and written comments post-marked
within ten (10) calendar days of the meeting will become part
of the official public record. If you are unable to attend the
meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed
below.
New Orleans Rail Gateway
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
818 Howard Avenue, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
Interested persons or their representatives are invited to be
present at the above times and places to review the study
materials and will be afforded an opportunity to express their
views concerning the information presented. Information on
the Program can also be viewed at
http://www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/
NORG/.
If you require special assistance due to a disability in order to
participate in these public meetings, please contact Mr. Dean
Goodell, Intermodal Transportation
Manager by mail, at Louisiana
Department of Transportation and
Development, P.O. Box 94245, Baton
Rouge, LA 70804-9245, or by
telephone at (225) 379-3031, at
least five (5) working days prior to the
public meetings dates.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS
The public meetings places and times:
Notice is hereby given that the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and
Development and Federal Railroad
Administration will conduct open-forum
public meetings for:
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208(500)
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes, Louisiana
The purpose of the public meetings is to present an overview of the New
Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Program and the study process for
preparing an Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate environmental
and related impacts of upgrading NORG and infrastructure in Jefferson
and Orleans Parishes; and to provide an opportunity for all interested
parties to express their views. All comments received during the public
meetings and written comments post-marked within ten (10) calendar
days of the meeting will become part of the official public record. If you
are unable to attend the meeting, you may mail your comments to the
address listed below.
New Orleans Rail Gateway
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
818 Howard Avenue, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70113

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

February 7, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

February 8, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Xavier University of Louisiana
University Center, 3rd Floor
Mary and William McCaffrey
Ballroom B
4980 Dixon Street
New Orleans, LA 70125

Joseph S. Yenni Building
Council Chambers
1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard
Jefferson, LA 70123

Interested persons or their representatives are invited to be present at the
above times and places to review the study materials and will be afforded
an opportunity to express their views concerning the information
presented. Information on the Program can also be viewed at
http://www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/NORG/.
If you require special assistance due to a disability
in order to participate in these public meetings,
please contact Mr. Dean Goodell, Intermodal
Transportation Manager by mail, at Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development,
P.O. Box 94245, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245, or
by telephone at (225) 379-3031, at least five (5)
working days prior to the public meetings dates.
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New Orleans, LA 70113

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS

Distributed on 1/26/12 to project public mail list.
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Public Meeting for New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Contact: Public Information Office, (225) 379-1232, FAX: (225) 379-1863
Friday, January 13, 2012

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS
Notice i s h ereby g iven t hat t he Lo uisiana De partment of Transportation an d D evelopment an d t he F ederal Railro ad A dministration will con duct openforum public meetings for:
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208(500)
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes, Louisiana
The public meetings will be held at the following places and times:
Tuesday, February 7, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Xavier University of Louisiana
University Center, 3rd Floor
Mary and William McCaffrey Ballroom B
4980 Dixon Street
New Orleans, LA 70125
Wednesday, February 8, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Joseph S. Yenni Building
Council Chambers
1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard
Jefferson, LA 70123
The purpose of the public meetings is to present an overview of the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Program and the study process for preparing an
Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate environmental and related impacts of upgrading NORG and infrastructure in Jefferson and Orleans Parishes;
and to provide an opportunity for all interested parties to express their views. All comments received during the public meetings and written comments
post-marked within ten (10) calendar days of the meeting will become part of the official public record. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may
mail your comments to the address listed below.
New Orleans Rail Gateway
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
818 Howard Avenue, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
Interested persons or their representatives are invited to be present at the above times and places to review the study materials and will be afforded an
opportunity t o e xpress t heir vie ws c oncerning t he in formation pre sented. I nformation on t he Pro gram c an als o be view ed at
http://www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/NORG/.
If you req uire s pecial ass istance d ue to a dis ability in ord er to part icipate i n t hese pu blic mee tings, p lease con tact Mr. De an G oodell, I ntermodal
Transportation Manager b y mail, at L ouisiana Dep artment o f T ransportation and D evelopment, P.O. Box 9424 5, Baton Roug e, LA 70804-9245, or by
telephone at (225) 379-3031, at least five (5) working days prior to the public meetings dates.

http://www.dotd.la.gov/pressreleases/release.aspx?key=1873

3/27/2012

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
818 Howard Ave., Ste. 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
CONTACT:
Tiffany Willis
504-488-6196
Radio Public Service Announcement
Start Date: 2-1-12
End Date: 2-8-12
(30 Seconds)
DON’T MISS THE CHANCE TO GIVE YOUR INPUT AND LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
PROGRAM ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY. JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETINGS ON
FEBRUARY 7TH AT XAVIER UNIVERSITY OR FEBRUARY 8TH AT THE JOSEPH S. YENNI BUILDING ANYTIME BETWEEN 6
AND 7:30 P.M. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 5-0-4-4-8-8-6-1-9-6 OR VISIT WWW.DOTD.LA.GOV.

###

DISTRIBUTED ON 2/1/12 AND 2/6/12 TO THE FOLLOWING RADIO STATIONS:
KGLA 1540 AM (Spanish Station)
WASO 730 AM
WBOK 1230 AM
WGSO 990 AM
WPRF 94.9 FM
WRBH 88.3 FM
WRNO 99.5 FM
WWL 870 AM
WWOZ FM 90.7
WWNO FM 89.9
WYLD AM 940
WQUE FM Q93
B 97
Power 102.9

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
818 Howard Ave., Ste. 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
CONTACT:
Tiffany Willis
504-488-6196
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Public Scoping Meetings Announced for the New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
New Or leans, LA, February 1, 2012 – The Louisiana D epartment of T ransportation and D evelopment
(DOTD) and the Federal Railway Administration (FRA) will hold public scoping meetings to inform the
public about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Program and to solicit input concerning important
social and environmental issues. Open house style meetings will take place from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
in O rleans Parish on F ebruary 7 th at the Xavier University, Mary and W illiam M cCaffrey Ballroom B
located in the University Center at 4980 Dixon St. and in Jefferson Parish on February 8th at the Joseph S.
Yenni Building, Council Chambers located at 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd.
The goal of the public scoping meetings is to provide the public an opportunity to learn about the NORG
Program and to gather input on i ssues of concern regarding the Study. A ttendees will be able to view a
slide presentation, display exhibits, speak with project personnel and provide comments.
Interested p arties an d t heir r epresentatives are i nvited t o at tend. Representatives of D OTD and t he
consultant t eam w ill be a vailable t o a nswer que stions a nd r eceive publ ic comments. V erbal c omments
can be made at each of the meetings and written comments will also be accepted. Written comments may
also be mailed to: N ew Orleans Rail Gateway, c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc., 818 H oward Avenue,
Suite 300, New Orleans, LA 70113. All comments must be post-marked no later than February 18, 2012.
For m ore i nformation o n t he N ew O rleans Rail G ateway P rogram, p lease visit www.dotd.la.gov/
administration/public_info/projects/NORG or c all t he N ew O rleans R ail Gateway Program Information
Line at 504-488-6196.
###
DISTRIBUTED ON 2/1/12 AND 2/6/12 TO THE FOLLOWING TELEVISION STATIONS AND PRINT MEDIA:
TELEVISION STATIONS
WYES TV 12 (PBS)
WWL TV 4 (CBS)
WVUE TV 8 (Fox)
WUPL TV 54 (MyTV) (WWL)
WNOL TV 38 (CW)
WLAE TV 32 (PBS)
WGNO TV 26 (ABC)
WDSU TV 6 (NBC)

PRINT MEDIA
St. Bernard Voice
Plaquemines Gazette
Offbeat Magazine
New Orleans Tribune Magazine
New Orleans Times-Picayune
New Orleans City Business
New Orleans Magazine
Louisiana Weekly

Louisiana Life Magazine
Jewish Newsletter
Gambit Weekly
Clarion Herald
Associated Press (AP) New
Orleans Louisiana
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Metro New Orleans area community meetings for Saturday, Feb.
4
Published: Saturday, February 04, 2012, 5:30 AM

By

The Times-Picayune

These government and community meetings are open to the public. To have meetings considered for
inclusion, send an email to citydesk@tpmail.com with "Meetings" in the subject line, or send a fax to
504.826.3007.

EDGEWOOD PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Today, 10 a.m., at New Hope Community Church's fellowship hall, 3708 Gentilly
Blvd. Email edgewoodpark@yahoo.com
UNIFIED NONPROFITS OF GREATER NEW ORLEANS
Monday, 9:30-11 a.m., at Goodwill Training Center, 3400 Tulane Ave. Topic:
Surviving transitions.
WATER RATE PUBLIC MEETINGS
The New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board will hold additional public meetings on funding the sewer,
water and drainage systems and proposed rate hikes.
Monday, 6 p.m., 4th District Police Station community room, Building 731, 2405 Sanctuary Drive, Algiers.
Tuesday, 6 p.m., Household of Faith Church, 9300 I-10 Service Road.
Feb. 9, 6 p.m., Bethel A.M.E. Church, 1415 Caffin Ave.
PREVENT CHILD ABUSE LOUISIANA'S ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, 12:30-1:30 p.m., at the Crowne Plaza, 4728 Constitution Ave., Baton Rouge.
NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PUBLI SCOPING MEETINGS
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the Federal Railroad Administration will
conduct and open forum meeting on upgrades to New Orleans Rail Gateway Program in Orleans and
Jefferson parishes.

http://blog.nola.com/news_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/02/metro_new_orleans_area_co...
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Tuesday, 6-7:30 p.m., Xavier University's University Center, 3rd floor, Mary and William McCaffrey Ballroom
B, 4980 Dixon St.
Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m., Joseph S. Yenni Building, Council Chambers, 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Elmwood.
PUBLIC HEARING ON OPENING MAGAZINE STREET TO TWO-WAY TRAFFIC
Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m., at the International School, 1400 Camp St. The proposal would cover from St.
Andrew Street to Interstate 10. The meeting is being sponsored by the city Department of Public Works,
Councilwoman Stacey Head and the Office of Neighborhood engagement. Call 504.658.1020.
BONNET CARRE SPILLWAY CEMETERIES MEETING
Wednesday, 6 p.m. informational open house and 6:30 p.m. presentation, at the Destrehan Plantation Mule
Barn, 13034 River Road, Destrehan. The Army Corps of Engineers will accept public comment on long-term
management of the Kenner and Kugler cemeteries archeological district within the spillway.
BURBANK GARDENS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., AT 6005 Wildair Drve. Call Mandy, 504.288.3138.
GENTILLY TERRACE AND GARDENS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Wednesday, 7 p.m., at Gentilly Terrace Elementary School, 4700 Arts St. Topics will include establishing a
security district and presentations by the Louisiana Bucket Brigade and Shoptilly Business Association.
BLIGHT-STAT MEETING
Thursday, 8-10 a.m., in the Homeland Security Conference Room on the eighth floor of City Hall, 1300
Perdido St. Regular monthly meeting to discuss the city's progress against blight.
SELECTING A SCHOOL WORKSHOPS
The Recovery School District will host the workshops to explain the new RSD enrollment process with
educators on hand to assit with the application process.
Thursday, 9-10 a.m., Sarah T. Reed High School, 5316 Michoud Blvd.
Feb. 13, 11 a.m.-noon, Main Branch of the New Orleans Public Library, 219 Loyola Ave.
Feb. 15, 11 a.m.-noon, Latter Branch of the New Orleans Public Library, 5120 St. Charles Ave.
Feb. 16, 9-11 a.m., the four RSD Family Resource Centers will offer king cake, coffee and and the
application process workshop; Sarah R. Reed High School, 5316 Michoud Blvd.; L.B. Landry High School,
1200 L.B. Landry Ave.; Walter L. Cohen High School, 3530 Dryades St.; George W. Carver Elementary
School, 3059 Higgins Blvd. (enter on Almonsaster Boulevard.)

http://blog.nola.com/news_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/02/metro_new_orleans_area_co...
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Metro New Orleans area community meetings for Tuesday, Feb. 7
Published: Tuesday, February 07, 2012, 5:30 AM

By

The Times-Picayune

These government and community meetings are open to the public. To have meetings considered for inclusion, send an email
to citydesk@tpmail.com with "Meetings" in the subject line, or send a fax to 504.826.3007.

WATER BOARD RATES PUBLIC MEETINGS
The New Orleans Sewerage & Water Board is holding public meetings to present its plans to raise
rates to fund its sewer, water and drainage systems.
Today, 6 p.m., at Household of Faith Church, 9300 I-10 Service Road.
Thursday, 6 p.m., at Bethel A.M.E. Church, 1415 Caffin Ave.
NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PUBLIC MEETINGS
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the Federal Railroad Administration will discuss plans for
upgrading the railroad corridor stretching from Avondale across the river and into Orleans Parish.
Today, 6-7:30 p.m., at Xavier University's University Center, 3rd floor, McCaffrey Ballroom B, 4980 Dixon St.
Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m., at the Parish Council chambers in the Joseph S. Yenni Building, 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Elmwood.
OPENING MAGAZINE STREET TO TWO-WAY TRAFFIC
Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m., at the International School, 1400 Camp St. The city's Department of Public Works, Councilwoman
Stacy Head and the Office of Neighborhood Engagement present plans to allow two-way traffic on Magazine Street between St.
Andrew Street and Interstate 10. Call 504.658.1020.
BONNET CARRE SPILLWAY CEMETERIES MEETING
Wednesday, 6 p.m. informational open house and 6:30 p.m. presentation, at the Destrehan Plantation Mule Barn, 13034 River
Road, Destrehan. The Army Corps of Engineers will accept public comment on long-term management of the Kenner and
Kugler cemeteries archeological district within the spillway.
BURBANK GARDENS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

http://blog.nola.com/news_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/02/metro_new_orleans_area_communi_204.html
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Metairie, New Orleans railroads are topic of public hearing tonight
Published: Wednesday, February 08, 2012, 7:00 AM

By

The Times-Picayune

The latest aspirations to untangle the network of interstate railroads through Metairie and New Orleans will be bandied
about tonight at a public forum in Elmwood. The Federal Railroad Administration and the state Department of Transportation
and Development are hosting the meeting from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Joseph S. Yenni Building at 1221 Elmwood Park Blvd.
The discussion will revolve around the next step in a decades
-long rumination of what to do with the railroad lines slicing
through Old Metairie, Carrollton and Gentilly.
Various studies have suggested everything from rerouting
tracks around neighborhoods for $57 million to building a
bridge across the Mississippi River to connect Algiers and
Chalmette to the tune of $653 million. A 2009 study
T-P archive
Cars wait for a train to pass in Old Metairie in 2009.

advocated moving the railroad from Old Metairie into the
Earhart Expressway-Interstate 10 corridor for about $139
million.

Regardless of any final decision, the plan is likely to take many years to complete.
© 2012 NOLA.com. All rights reserved.

http://blog.nola.com/traffic/print.html?entry=/2012/02/metairie_new_orleans_railroads.html

2/9/2012

TECHNICAL PRESENTATION

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

Thank you for attending today’s public meeting on the New Orleans Rail
Gateway Program.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 1

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

If you require special assistance due to a disability in order to participate in
today’s public meeting, please see a Study Team representative at the
Welcome table.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 2

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

Today’s public meeting is an informal, open-house style or open forum format.
We’ll present an overview of the New Orleans Rail Gateway Program, the
study process for preparing an Environmental Impact Statement and provide
an opportunity for all interested parties to express their views.

In order to get the most out of this presentation, please refer to the materials
that were handed out at the Welcome Table.
After you’ve listened to this presentation, review the project exhibits, talk with
Study Team representatives, and give us your comments.
This public meeting is an important part of the transportation decision-making
process and your input is encouraged and appreciated.
We hope you find this meeting interesting and informative.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 3

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

The Federal Railroad Administration and the DOTD are preparing an EIS for
the New Orleans Rail Gateway Program and infrastructure in Jefferson and
Orleans Parishes, in coordination with the New Orleans Regional Planning
Commission (NORPC) and the railroads operating in the New Orleans
metropolitan area.
The Class I railroads, which are members of the Association of American
Railroads (AAR), include Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF), CN,
CSX, Kansas City Southern Railway (KCS), Norfolk Southern Railroad (NS),
and Union Pacific (UP) railroads, the terminal switching railroad, the New
Orleans Public Belt Railroad (NOPB), and the National Railroad Passenger
Corporation or Amtrak. DOTD and these railroads are advancing the NORG
Program as a public-private partnership (P3) among these entities.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 4

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

The NORG is a rail corridor within Jefferson and Orleans Parishes, beginning
on the west bank of the Mississippi River near the St. Charles/Jefferson Parish
line.
From the Parish line it proceeds easterly along the tracks of the UP and BNSF
through the Avondale Yard at West Bridge Junction (WBJ) and crosses the
Mississippi River on the Huey P. Long Bridge (HPLB), which is owned and
operated by the New Orleans Public Belt Railroad.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 5

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

At the base of the HPLB, it traverses East Bridge Junction (EBJ) to the Back
Belt tracks owned and operated by the Norfolk Southern Railway.
The NORG proceeds along the Back Belt, entering the City of New Orleans at
the 17th Street Canal.

It proceeds through the City of New Orleans along the Back Belt, and
connects with CSX trackage at Elysian Fields Avenue, and continues on CSX
trackage crossing the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal at the Almonaster Bridge.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 6

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

It continues easterly traversing the CSX Gentilly Yard and proceeding through
New Orleans East to its terminus near Industrial Parkway.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 7

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

The NORG serves six Class I Railroads and three Amtrak passenger rail
routes and the NOPB railroad links the Port of New Orleans, the eighth largest
tonnage port in the United States, to the national rail network.
The Gateway is a critical link in the national freight rail system.

It is one of five major rail interchange points between the eastern and western
Class I Railroads, and the Huey P. Long Bridge is one of only four Mississippi
River rail bridges.
NORG is one of only three national rail gateways that are both rail interchange
hubs and major Mississippi River rail crossings.
New Orleans is the fourth largest US rail gateway, but ranks second, behind
Chicago, in needing major improvements.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 8
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Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

Throughout the NORG, trains must observe a maximum speed of 20 mph, necessitated, in part, by antiquated
control systems and switches.
Flood gates at various locations are closed up to 24 hours prior to and following storm events, such as Hurricane
Katrina in 2005, limiting the railroads’ ability to transport evacuees and emergency supplies.
The NORG includes the existing Almonaster Avenue Bridge across the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC), an
80 year old structure that is subject to frequent breakdowns. The electrical and mechanical components of the
bridge are obsolete and are the cause of continual maintenance problems. In the closed to navigation position, the
bridge has virtually no vertical clearance for marine traffic.
Due to its existing design and limited capacity, the Gateway cannot efficiently handle current traffic volumes,
routinely resulting in delays to both rail and road traffic.
The Gateway handles approximately 35 freight trains per day with a cumulative delay of nearly 30 hours per day for
train meets, including deceleration and acceleration.
Each of the 20 at-grade crossings along the Gateway handles over 20 trains per day. Several of these crossings
are moderate to high volume arterials, carrying between 10,000 and 20,000 vehicles daily. The average cumulative
delays experienced daily for vehicles and trucks at these crossings are 112.4 hours and 12.1 hours, respectively.
The Gateway is not able to accommodate anticipated future freight demand. The U.S. Department of
Transportation forecasts that import and export freight tonnage could double by the year 2020 and domestic freight
tonnage could increase by approximately 60 percent. Growth of shipping port traffic will also increase rail traffic in
the Gateway.
This will result in negative impacts to the community and decreased regional economic competitiveness.
DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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The purpose of this study is to identify a Program of Projects that:
Reduce vehicle congestion at street crossings

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Improve emergency evacuation conditions

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Improve vehicle and pedestrian safety

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Improve overall environmental quality
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Improve traffic reliability at the Almonaster Bridge

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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And correct physical and operational deficiencies to improve rail traffic flow
and better serve existing and future users of the Gateway.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Over the past 35 years, the FRA, the DOTD, the New Orleans Community and
the railroads have examined rail improvements within the Gateway that would
reduce delays and improve rail service to rail customers in the greater New
Orleans region. Most recently, the DOTD, NORPC, and the AAR, representing
Amtrak and the six Class I freight railroads serving New Orleans, studied
improvements to the Gateway that would:
• improve rail service,
• reduce rail impacts on the adjacent communities, and
• further the economic recovery and development of the metropolitan area.
Studies in 2002, 2004, and 2007 evaluated potential physical and operational
improvements to eliminate the worst chokepoints and improve freight
movement.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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The 2007 NORG Infrastructure Feasibility Analysis (2007 Study) evaluated
possible improvements to the Back Belt, Front Belt along the Mississippi River,
and the Middle Belt along the Earhart Expressway/I-10 Corridor.
Improvements to the Front Belt were determined to be unfeasible due to the
adjacent development and numerous at-grade crossings.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Back Belt improvements included grade separating numerous highwayrailroad crossings to improve highway traffic flow and would provide limited
additional rail capacity with minimal track construction.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Middle Belt improvements included creating a new route between East Bridge
Junction (EBJ) and East City Junction (ECJ) by linking existing, but lightly
used rail lines through Jefferson and Orleans Parishes. Commonly known as
the “Carrollton Curve”, this route was first identified in 1955 and would reroute
trains to the Earhart Expressway/I-10 corridor to provide additional rail
capacity through a more industrial part of the City of New Orleans.
While the Back and Middle Belt improvements both improved public safety by
eliminating or separating most highway-rail grade crossings, the Middle Belt
improvements appeared to offer the best benefits for both the public and the
railroads, and would improve emergency evacuation procedures by eliminating
flood-prone highway underpasses on I-10 and Airline Highway.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) declared the Nation’s policy on protecting the
environment. NEPA requires Federal agencies to use all practicable means within their authority to
protect the environment, and establishes a process for analyzing and disclosing the impacts of Federal
actions on the environment. The Act also established the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) to
oversee and advance the goals of NEPA.
NEPA's objective is to improve Federal decision-making through early involvement of the public and
Federal, state, tribal, and local agencies in the planning process and through disclosure of the impacts
associated with proposed actions and alternatives. To assist Federal agencies achieve this objective, the
Council on Environmental Quality developed regulations and guidance for implementing NEPA that
outline the analytical and disclosure processes for environmental impact statements (EIS),
environmental assessments (EA), and categorically-excluded actions (CE).
An environmental impact statement (EIS) is a decision-making tool, it describes the positive and
negative environmental effects of a proposed action and lists one or more alternative actions that may
be chosen instead of the action described in the EIS.
An EIS is being prepared for the NORG because the Program of Projects have the potential to
significantly affect the quality of the human environment. The EIS will evaluate the environmental and
related impacts of upgrading the Gateway and infrastructure.
Draft and Final versions of the EIS will be distributed for public review.
Today’s meeting is part of the public involvement process.
DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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The multi-step study process adopted for the NORG Program EIS involves
three (3) primary phases and includes:
Scoping and Purpose & Need Assessment which includes the identification
and evaluation of a broad range of transportation alternatives and consensus
on important program and environmental issues
Alternatives Studies which develops specific rail and roadway improvements
and identifies a Preferred Program of Projects
Environmental Documentation, which consists of the preparation of the Draft
EIS and other supporting documents. The Draft EIS will be subject to public
review and Public Hearings will be held. The Final EIS, addressing comments
raised on the Draft EIS, will be prepared and distributed again for public
review. Ultimately a Selected Program of Projects will be identified in the
Record of Decision.
Through proactive coordination, public outreach and consensus building,
decisions are made at the end of each phase of study.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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For the purposes of the EIS, a 110 square mile Study Area has been
established that includes the NORG corridor and the other existing rail
corridors within the New Orleans metropolitan area, and is of sufficient
geographic extent to allow for a variety of alternatives to be considered and
potential impacts to the human, natural and cultural environments to be
assessed.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Engineering and environmental studies will be focused within the Study Area.
Engineering studies will evaluate rail and roadway operations performance,
identify physical improvements and prepare capital cost, operations and
maintenance estimates.

The environmental studies will evaluate direct, indirect and cumulative
changes to the social, economic, and physical environment. The evaluation
will take into account both beneficial and adverse affects and identify
measures to avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse community and
environmental impacts.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Alternatives evaluated will include a No-Build Alternative and various Build
Alternatives.
The No-Build Alternative is defined to serve as the baseline for comparison of
all alternatives, and represents the transportation system (highway and rail) as
it exists, and as it would exist after completion of programs or projects
currently funded or being implemented.
The Build Alternatives will include a program of rail and roadway infrastructure
and operations improvements (program of projects) that are cost-feasible and
satisfy the stated purpose and need. Improvements considered could include,
but not be limited to, closing or grade-separating crossings, reconfiguring or
adding trackage, upgrading structures (including culverts and over/underpass
structures), improving signal systems, and incorporating positive train control
(PTC) and/or centralized train control (CTC).
The Build Alternatives would include the alternatives evaluated in the 2007
Study and additional alternatives identified during scoping and the alternatives
development process.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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The study is anticipated to take about three years to complete. Public
meetings, similar to this one, are planned during the alternatives phase and
Public Hearings will be held after the Draft EIS is distributed. If necessary,
additional meetings will be scheduled to present study efforts and receive
comments.
If you signed in tonight, you will be on the mailing list to receive study
information and future public announcements. Public meetings will also be
announced through newspaper notices, advertisements, press releases and
on the project website.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Public involvement initiatives, including public meetings, newsletters, and
outreach to engage low-, minority-, and other environmentally-disadvantaged
groups will be used throughout the study. Opportunities for public participation
will be announced through mailings, notices, advertisements, press releases
and a project Web site.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 26

New Orleans Rail Gateway
Public Scoping Meetings

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation
February 7 and 8, 2012

We want your comments on the information presented today.
If you want to comment at today’s public meeting, you can make a verbal
statement at the Oral Comment Station or you can complete the Comment
Form that is included in the handout materials and deposit it in the box at the
Written Comments Station.
If you prefer to mail us your comments, please mail them to:
NORG
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
818 Howard Avenue, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
All comments must be post-marked no later that February 18, 2012 to become
part of the public record.
Please complete your full name and address information.
comments cannot be fully considered.
DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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This public meeting is an important part of the transportation decision-making
process and your input is encouraged and appreciated.
After this presentation, please review the project exhibits, talk with Study Team
representatives, and give us your comments.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask one of the Study
Team representatives. We’re all wearing name badges. Remember, the only
bad questions are the ones not asked!
Thank you again for attending today’s public meeting!

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 28

HANDOUT
MATERIALS

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Public Scoping Meetings

Welcome

to this Public Scoping Meeting for the New Orleans
Rail Gateway Program EIS in Jefferson and Orleans Parishes.
Today's public meeting is an informal, open-house style format.

To obtain the most out of today's public meeting please:
Sign in at the front welcome table and take a copy of the handout materials. By
signing in your name will be placed on the mailing list to receive future public
announcements.

Watch the slide presentation for an overview of the project and the study process
for preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Review the exhibits displayed around the room to learn more about the Program
and the location of the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Study Area

Ask questions of the Study Team members (we're all wearing badges). Remember,
there are no foolish questions. The only bad questions are the ones not asked.

Give us your comments by either making a verbal comment at the Oral Comment
Station or completing a Comment Form that is included with the handout materials and
deposit it in the box at the Written Comments Station. Written comments will also be
accepted by mail provided they are postmarked no later than February 18, 2012.

This public meeting is an important part of the
transportation decision-making process and your input is
encouraged and appreciated.

Thank you for attending!

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA
SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM
Please Print Clearly
Name

Street or P.O. Box

City, State, Zip

The purpose of today’s scoping meeting is to present the environmental and location study process and to solicit your input
concerning important social and environmental issues. Please answer the following questions.
1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Program? ___________________________________________
2. After hearing the presentation, do you better understand the need for the NORG Program?

 YES  NO

3. How important to the Region are improvements to the NORG Program?
 Very Important  Important  Somewhat Important  Not Important
Please explain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How important to you are improvements to the NORG?
 Very Important  Important  Somewhat Important  Not Important
Please explain: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Rank the importance of the six identified needs (goals) for the NORG Program: (1 – Highest | 6 – Lowest)

___
___
___
___
___
___

reduce vehicle congestion at street crossings
improve emergency evacuation conditions
improve vehicle, pedestrian and rail safety
improve overall environmental quality
improve traffic reliability at the Almonaster Bridge
correct physical and operational deficiencies to improve traffic flow

6. Are there any additional needs (goals) that should be considered for the NORG Program?
YES
If yes, explain: ___________________________________________________________________________________
NO
___________________________________________________________________________________
7. A 2007 feasibility study evaluated possible improvements to the Back Belt (Metairie/New Orleans), Front Belt (Mississippi
River/Port of New Orleans), and the Middle Belt (Earhart Expressway/I-10) to improve traffic flow by separating rail, vehicle
and pedestrian traffic (refer to handouts for location of each Belt). Do you agree/disagree with the following study findings
or have any suggestions for consideration?
Grade-separating and/or closing streets to eliminate rail crossings combined with the adjacent
 Agree  Disagree
development along the Front Belt make improvements unfeasible
Grade-separating and/or closing streets to eliminate rail crossings along the Back Belt should be further  Agree  Disagree
evaluated
Completing the “Carrollton Curve” and rerouting rail traffic to the Earhart Expressway/I-10 corridor
 Agree  Disagree
should be further evaluated
Other suggestions, please explain: ______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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8. What other alternatives should be considered as the study moves forward:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. How often do you come in contact with the NORG?
 Daily  Weekly  Infrequently  Not at All
10. If you come in contact with the NORG, is it for: (Check all that apply)
 Employment by railroads, shipper or suppliers
 Vehicular or pedestrian travelers crossing the NORG
 Residence or employment is located along the NORG
 Other, please explain: _______________________________________________________
11. What medium do you use to get most of your news information?
 Television  Newspaper  Radio  Internet  Other (specify) ______________________________________________
(Fold)-----------------------------------------------------------(Fold)---------------------------------------------------------------(Fold)
12. What is your most trusted media source (television station, newspaper, etc…)? ______________________________________
13. Have you visited the New Orleans Rail Gateway Project website (www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/norg) ?
 YES  NO
14. Are there any other meeting locations that could better engage the public? __________________________________________
15. Do you have any other comments or concerns not addressed at today’s scoping meeting?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Would you like your name to be placed on the NORG mailing list?

 YES  NO

 I signed in during the meeting.

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:
(Fold)-----------------------------------------------------------(Fold)---------------------------------------------------------------(Fold)

___________________
___________________
___________________

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
c/o THE HAWTHORNE AGENCY, INC.
818 HOWARD AVENUE
SUITE 300
NEW ORLEANS LOUISIANA 70113

Tape

Tape

February 2012

N e w

O r l e a n s

R a i l

G a t e w a y

P r o g r a m

What is the NORG Program?
An engineering and environmental
study to identify a Program of Projects
to upgrade the New Orleans Rail
Gateway (NORG) and infrastructure in
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes to
increase Regional competiveness and
enhance economic growth.

Almonaster Bridge at
Industrial Canal

Roadway crossing at Metairie Rd

CSX Gentilly Yard

We Need Your Input!
Amtrak train traveling east
from the Huey P Long Bridge

I-10 flooding at Back Belt crossing
17th

Street Canal flood
gates along the Back Belt

Talk to the Study Team members about the issues
that are important to you
Complete a comment form
Make a verbal comment
Plan on attending future public meetings

Roadway crossing at Central Ave

Why is the NORG Program Needed?
Reduce vehicle congestion
Improve emergency evacuation conditions
Improve vehicle and pedestrian safety
Improve overall environmental quality
Improve traffic reliability at the Almonaster Bridge
Correct physical and operational deficiencies to
improve rail traffic flow

Got Questions?
New Orleans Rail Gateway
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
818 Howard Avenue, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70113
(504)488-6196
www.dotd.la.gov/administration/public_info/projects/NORG

Signal between Avondale Rail
Yard and Huey P Long Bridge

Front Belt

Sponsors

West Bridge Junction
Control Tower

February 2012

INDIVIDUALS
MAKING
FORMAL STATEMENTS

Tuesday, February 7, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Xavier University of Louisiana
University Center, 3rd Floor
Mary and William McCaffrey Ballroom B
4980 Dixon Street
New Orleans, LA 70125

Ricardo Gutierrez, DeSaix Area Neighborhood Association
Bart Everson
Bruce Boyd
Ruth E. Kennedy
Jeff Schwartz
Rachel Heiligman
Vann Joines
Carol Dotson
Kenneth LaViege
Marsha Gilmore

6
1

http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2010/06/conductor_killed_on_train_in_n.html

2

A CSX conductor was murdered during an

3

attempted robbery while his train was stopped on the

4

track near Marshall Foch and Florida Avenue in

5

Lakeview.

6

of railway personnel.

7

changes and provisioning, switching or traffic

8

delays-trains in this area move very slowly or are

9

stopped.

This points out the need for protection
Whether it is because of crew

A Transportation Corridor noise and

10

security barrier with sealed and secured access

11

points along this stretch will allow the activities

12

to continue while preventing access the railway by

13

unauthorized people.

14

Neighborhoods and Organizations.

In addition

15

to the DeSaix Area Neighborhood, the LSU School of

16

Dentistry, New Orleans, City Park, the Navarre

17

Neighborhood, the Lakeway-South Neighborhood, and

18

the Country Club Gardens Neighborhood will be

19

affected by the NORG.

20

traffic that this will upgrade will bring to their

21

neighborhoods, noise abatement and security concerns

22

need to be addressed as part of this project.

23

With the increase in rail

The Proposed Transportation Corridor Noise and

24

Security Barrier are listed by Location, GPS

25

Latitude, GPS Longitude and Distance to Next.

337-436-7327

SYLVIA C. PASTRANO, INC.
sylpas@bellsouth.net

504-583-8148

Wednesday, February 8, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Joseph S. Yenni Building
Council Chambers
1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard
Jefferson, LA 70123

Douglas Roome
George Vrbaskovich
.

SIGN-IN
SHEETS

Tuesday, February 7, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Xavier University of Louisiana
University Center, 3rd Floor
Mary and William McCaffrey Ballroom B
4980 Dixon Street
New Orleans, LA 70125

Wednesday, February 8, 2012
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Joseph S. Yenni Building
Council Chambers
1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard
Jefferson, LA 70123

INDIVIDUAL’S
WRITTEN
COMMENTS

