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June 17, 2013 
 
STATE PROJECT NO. H.001779 
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. STP-0800(507) 
RED RIVER BRIDGE AT JIMMIE DAVIS HIGHWAY 
ROUTE: LA 511 
CADDO AND BOSSIER PARISHES 
 
 
SUBJECT: Solicitation of Views 
 
Early in the planning stages of a transportation facility, views from federal, state 
and local agencies, organizations, and individuals are solicited. The special 
expertise of these groups can assist the Louisiana Department of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD) with the early identification of possible adverse 
economic, social, or environmental effects or concerns.  On behalf of the DOTD, 
AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (AECOM) requests your assistance in this 
regard. 
 
Due to the earliness of this request for your views, limited data concerning the 
proposed project exists. AECOM has attached a map showing the general 
location of the project, along with a preliminary project description to assist in 
your review. 
 
It is requested that you review the attached information and furnish us with your 
views and comments by July 17, 2013. Replies should be addressed to Louis 
Costa at AECOM, 1555 Poydras Street, Suite 1860, New Orleans, Louisiana 
70112. Please reference the captioned project in your reply. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
AECOM 
 
 
 
Louis Costa 
Project Manager 
 
Attachments 



 
PRELIMINARY PROJECT DATA 
 
DOTD has proposed to upgrade a portion of Jimmie Davis Highway (LA 511) to 
improve the crossing of the Red River.  The project area extends from East Dixie 
Meadow Road in Caddo Parish to Barksdale Boulevard (US 71) in Bossier 
Parish.  A vicinity map is enclosed. 
 
Existing Conditions: 
The existing bridge has two 12 foot lanes with no safety shoulders.  The 
approach on the west is a 5-lane roadway with four 12-foot lanes, a 14-foot 
center lane, and 8-foot shoulders.  The approach on the west is a 5-lane roadway 
with four 11-foot lanes, a 14-foot center lane, and 8-foot shoulders. 
 
Land use along the corridor includes primarily suburban residential areas of 
Caddo and Bossier Parishes. Other uses include the Centurytel Center, 
Cornerstone Hospital, Colonial Oaks Guest Care Center, the Arthur Ray Teague 
Parkway, the Clyde Fant Parkway, and scattered commercial uses along LA 511, 
especially near the intersection of Barksdale Boulevard (US 71). 
 
Project Objectives: 
Within the project limits, average daily traffic (ADT) on LA 511 in 2009 was 
27,679 vehicles per day and has been projected to increase to 35,558 vehicles 
per day in 2030. The bridge was constructed in 1968 for ADT of 13,500 vehicles 
per day.  A traffic model will be developed as part of the project planning, which 
will project future traffic in Year 2016 and Year 2036. This model will be utilized 
to document the future need for the improvements and to define capacity 
requirements for the project. Other project objectives include: 

 Providing a shared use trail for pedestrian and bicycle crossings of the 
Red River; 

 Maintaining access to abutting properties; and 
 Avoidance and/or minimization of adverse environmental and community 

impacts. 
 
Proposed Action: 
The proposed action by the DOTD will involve developing a crossing of the Red 
River at LA 511 that provides two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction with 4-foot 
inside shoulders and 8-foot outside shoulders and a shared use trail that 
connects the existing trails in Arthur Ray Teague Parkway and Clyde Fant 
Parkway.  
 
Alternatives include: 

 The construction of a new crossing for traffic in both directions and for the 
shared use trail, and 

 The use of the existing bridge for eastbound traffic with a new crossing for 
westbound traffic and the shared trail. 



 
In addition to the study of new alignments, alternatives include utilization of the 
existing right-of-way to the maximum extent practicable.  
 
Depending on the selected alignment and roadway typical section, additional 
right-of-way may be required at potential interchange locations and for 
construction of the shared use trail. Associated relocations may be required in 
conjunction with right-of-way requirements. Wetlands may be impacted. 
 
Schedule: 
Commensurate with the development of Line and Grade studies, an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared for the project. EA 
documentation will be consistent with the Federal Highway Administration's 
Environmental Impact and Related Procedures (23 CFR Part 771). Delivery of 
the Draft EA is anticipated in early 2014. 



 











































From: Linda (Brown) Hardy
To: Costa, Louis
Subject: DEQ SOV 130703/1265 Red River Bridge at Jimmie Davis Highway
Date: Thursday, July 25, 2013 4:15:22 PM

July 25, 2013
 
Louis Costa
AECOM
1555 Poydras Street, Suite 1860
New Orleans, LA   70112
louis.costa@aecom.com
 
 

RE:  130703/1265 Red River Bridge at Jimmie Davis Highway

       H 001779 LA DOTD Funding
Caddo and Bossier Parishes

 
Dear Mr. Costa:
 
The Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), Business and Community Outreach Division has
received your request for comments on the above referenced project.
 
After reviewing your request, the Department has no objections based on the information provided in your
submittal.  However, for your information, the following general comments have been included.  Please be
advised that if you should encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, you should
immediately notify LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640.
 

Please take any necessary steps to obtain and/or update all necessary approvals and
environmental permits regarding this proposed project.
If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) application may be necessary.
If the project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system,
that wastewater treatment system may need to modify its LPDES permit before accepting the
additional wastewater.
All precautions should be observed to control nonpoint source pollution from construction
activities. LDEQ has stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or greater than
one acre.  It is recommended that you contact the LDEQ Water Permits Division at (225) 219-
9371 to determine if your proposed project requires a permit.
If your project will include a sanitary wastewater treatment facility, a Sewage Sludge and
Biosolids Use or Disposal Permit application or Notice of Intent must be submitted no later than
January 1, 2013. Additional information may be obtained on the LDEQ website at
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2296/Default.aspx or by contacting the LDEQ Water
Permits Division at (225) 219- 9371.
If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, you should contact the Corps directly regarding permitting
issues.  If a Corps permit is required, part of the application process may involve a water quality
certification from LDEQ.
All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region. 
Please be advised that water softeners generate wastewaters that may require special limitations
depending on local water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements
include water softeners, you are advised to contact the LDEQ Water Permits to determine if

mailto:Linda.Hardy@la.gov
mailto:Louis.Costa@aecom.com
mailto:louis.costa@aecom.com
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2296/Default.aspx


special water quality-based limitations will be necessary.
Any renovation or remodeling must comply with LAC 33:III.Chapter 28, Lead-Based Paint
Activities; LAC 33:III.Chapter 27, Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools and State Buildings
(includes all training and accreditation); and LAC 33:III.5151, Emission Standard for Asbestos for
any renovations or demolitions.
If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated with hazardous
constituents are encountered during the project, notification to LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-Contact
(SPOC) at (225) 219-3640 is required.  Additionally, precautions should be taken to protect
workers from these hazardous constituents.
 

Currently, Caddo and Bossier Parishes are classified as attainment with the National Ambient Air

Quality Standards and has no general conformity determination obligations.

 
Please send all future requests to my attention.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me
at (225) 219-3954 or by email at linda.hardy@la.gov.
 
Sincerely,
 

Linda M. Brown Hardy
Technical Assistant to the Deputy Secretary
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Office of the Secretary
P.O. Box 4301
Baton Rouge, LA   70821-4301
Ph:  (225) 219-3954
Fax:  (225) 219-3971
Email:  linda.hardy@la.gov
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From: Ezekiel Onyegbunam [Ezekiel.Onyegbunam@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Monday, December 30, 2013 7:51 AM 
To: Costa, Louis 
Subject: FW: LADOT, H.001779, Red River Bridge at Jimmie David Highway, LA 511, 

Caddo and Bossier Parishes, LA 
 
Lou, 
 
The email below is from Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma as their response to the SOV sent out for the 
captioned project. It should be printed and placed with other SOV responses for the EA document. 
 
Thanks, 
Ezekiel Onyegbunam 
 

From: Noel Ardoin  
Sent: Monday, December 30, 2013 7:33 AM 

To: Ezekiel Onyegbunam 

Subject: FW: LADOT, H.001779, Red River Bridge at Jimmie David Highway, LA 511, Caddo and Bossier 
Parishes, LA 

 
 
 

From: Johnnie L. Jacobs [mailto:jjacobs@choctawnation.com]  
Sent: Friday, December 27, 2013 3:56 PM 

To: Noel Ardoin 

Subject: LADOT, H.001779, Red River Bridge at Jimmie David Highway, LA 511, Caddo and Bossier 
Parishes, LA 

 
Dear Noel, 
  
Thank you for the correspondence regarding the above referenced project.  The Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma is unaware of any Choctaw cultural or sacred sites located within the immediate project 
area.  We believe that there should be no effects to any known historic properties and that work should 
proceed as planned.  However, as the project is located in an area that is of general historic interest to 
the Tribe, we request that work be stopped and our office contacted immediately if any Native 
American cultural materials are encountered.  This stipulation should be placed on the construction 
plans to insure contractors are aware of it.  Please feel free to contact me with any further questions or 
concerns.   
  
  
Thank you, 
  
Ms. Johnnie Jacobs 
NHPA Section 106 Coordinator 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
Historic Preservation Department 
P.O. Box 1210 
Durant, OK 74701 

mailto:[mailto:jjacobs@choctawnation.com]


jjacobs@choctawnation.com 
  
  

 

 
 
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you have received this message in error, you are hereby notified that we do not consent to any 
reading, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and destroy the transmitted information. Please note that any view or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the 
author and do not necessarily represent those of the Choctaw Nation. 
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