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Welcome

Thank you for coming!

Please sign-in and collect the meeting
material at the sign-in table.

Public Meeting materials include:
• Public Meeting Handout
• Comment Form and Survey

Your comments are important and will be considered
during the selection of the Preferred Alternative and
will be incorporated into the Supplemental Environmental
Assessment.

2



Presentation Agenda

• Purpose of this Public Meeting

• NEPA Process

• Project / Study Area Overview

• Project Purpose and Need

• Alternatives Evaluated in the

Supplemental EA

3



Presentation Agenda

• Summary of Environmental Impacts

• Next Steps / Project Schedule

• Public Input and Comments

• Selection of the Preferred Alternative

• Right-of-way and Relocation

Information

4



Purpose of this Public Meeting

• An Environmental Assessment (EA) with Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) was completed in October
2013.

• In the FONSI the preferred alternative selected was
Alternative E.

• LDOTD solicited bids for a design/build team to design
and construct the US 90 / LA 318 Interchange.

• During this process LDOTD selected a design build
team that proposed an Alternative Technical Concept
(ATC) which was approximately $10 million lower in
cost than other bids.

• A Supplemental EA is being prepared to evaluate the
impacts of the ATC.

5



Purpose of this Public Meeting

• This Public Meeting is being held
to inform the public about the
ATC proposed and the
associated impacts as compared
against Alternative E.

• The Public Meeting is an
opportunity for the public and
other interested parties to
comment on the proposed ATC.

• Comment forms have been
provided to allow each person to
identify which of the build
alternatives identified in the
Supplemental EA they prefer.
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Purpose of this Public Meeting

• Exhibits and
handouts are
provided that
describe the
project and the
Alternative
Technical
Concept (ATC).

• Project Team Members are available to
answer your questions.
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National Environmental Policy Act

• This process is guided by the National

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.

• NEPA requires the evaluation of environmental

effects prior to implementation of any project

that receives federal funding.

• Basic Requirements of NEPA include:

– Interagency Coordination

– Develop and Evaluate Feasible Alternatives

– Public Involvement

– Identify and Quantify Impacts

– Document and Mitigate Adverse Impacts (Avoid,

Minimize, Repair, Reduce, Replace)
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NEPA Alternative Analysis Approach

Project
Scoping

Alternatives
Analysis

Alternatives
Refinement

Environmental
Assessment (EA)

Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI)

Fall 2010

Spring 2011

2011

2011 - 2012

Fall 2013

We are Here

Project Phase
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Design Build and ATC

Supplemental EA

Re-issue a FONSI

Summer 2015

Fall 2015

Late Fall 2015



Project / Study Area Overview

• US 90 and LA 318 intersection constructed in early
1970s.

• US 90 serves as a key mobility corridor to the vast
energy industry in south LA.

• The US 90 / LA 318 intersection provides direct access
to numerous industrial and commercial facilities such
as the Port of West St. Mary and the St. Mary Sugar
Coop.

• Adjacent interchanges are in place east and west of
the US 90 and LA 318 intersection.

• Heavy vehicles / truck traffic accounts for 18% of the
daily traffic on US 90.
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Project / Study Area Overview

• Stage 0 Feasibility Study completed in May 2007.

• Stage 1 EA Initiated in November 2010.

• Environmental Assessment with FONSI issued
October 2013.

• Design / Build Contract awarded June 2015.

• Supplemental EA for Alternative Technical
Concept Initiated July 2015.
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Project Purpose and Need

• Upgrade US 90 as part of the
proposed future Interstate 49 South
(Legislative Direction)

• Improve Connectivity and System
Linkage

• Improve Mobility
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Supplemental EA Alternatives Considered

Build
Alternatives

Alternative E
Selected in the FONSI

Alternative Technical
Concept

(from Design/Build Team)

No Build
Alternative
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No-Build Alternative

• Retain existing roadway network.
Only annual maintenance or minor
geometric improvements would occur.

• Avoid potential impacts associated
with interchange right-of-way
acquisition and construction

• Does not meet the purpose and need
of the project. Would not comply with Legislative

Direction to upgrade this section of High Priority Corridor 37,
would not improve Connectivity and System Linkage, and would
not improve Mobility.
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Build Alternative E
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As selected in Final EA/FONSI October 2013



Build Alternative E

• Combination Partial
Cloverleaf and Diamond
Interchange with diagonal
ramps in 3 quadrants and
1 loop ramp in northeast
quadrant.

• US 90 bridge over LA 318;
LA 318 would remain at-
grade.

• Relocated frontage roads.

• Estimated right-of-way:
83.2 acres.

• Total estimated cost
($2015): $69.1 million.

A summary of the
features and impacts
associated with the
build alternatives is
provided later in this
presentation.

16



Build Alternative ATC
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Build Alternative ATC

• Diamond Interchange with
diagonal ramps in 4
quadrants.

• US 90 bridge over LA 318;
LA 318 would remain at-
grade.

• Relocated frontage roads.

• Estimated right-of-way
acquisition: 64.2 acres.

• Total estimated cost
($2015): $58.8 million.

A summary of the
features and impacts
associated with the
build alternatives is
provided later in this
presentation.
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Build Alternative E and ATC

US 90 bridge over LA 318;
Double bridge structure
for US 90 eastbound and

westbound lanes
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Build Alternative Geometry

• Large graphic exhibits delineating the
geometric layouts are set-up in the
meeting room.

• Representatives are available to answer
questions regarding the alternatives
and associated geometric layouts.

20



Environmental Resources
Evaluated in the Supplemental EA

Demographics Land Use
Community

Services and
Facilities

Traffic
Circulation,

Operations, and
Safety

Residential and
Commercial
Relocations

Visual Impacts

Cultural
Resources and

Historic
Properties

Recreational
Resources

Environmental
Justice

Human Environment
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Environmental Resources
Evaluated in the Supplemental EA

Geology and
Prime and Unique

Farmland

100-Year
Floodplain

Hydrology and
Surface and
Groundwater

Quality

Chicot Aquifer
Hazardous

Material Sites
Air Quality

Noise Utilities

Physical Environment
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Environmental Resources
Evaluated in the Supplemental EA

Wetlands
Threatened and

Endangered Species

Significant Trees
Scenic Streams /

Coastal Zone

Natural Environment
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Summary of Project Features and Impacts

Evaluation Criteria Unit
No-Build

Alternative
Alternative E Alternative ATC

Project Alignment Considerations

Interchange Type - Rural n/a (1) n/a Combination
Partial cloverleaf

and Diamond

Modified Diamond

Ramp Configuration n/a n/a One Loop Ramp &
3 diagonal Ramps

– 3 Quadrants

Diagonal Ramps –
4 Quadrants

Bridge configuration n/a n/a US 90 over LA 318 US 90 over LA 318

Required Right-of-way (ROW) acres 0.0 83.2 64.2

Human Environment Considerations

Residential Structure Impacts (2) number 0 11 8

Mobile Home Structure Impacts (2) number 0 4 2

Commercial Structure Impacts (2) (3) number 0 0 0

Caribbean Winds Parcels Impacted (2) number 0 0 0

(1). n/a = not applicable; (2). Structure Impacts assume worst case scenario and include acquisition due to control of access.
(3) Abandoned structure, zoned for future residential. 24



Evaluation Criteria Unit
No-Build

Alternative
Alternative E Alternative ATC

Human Environment Considerations (continued)

Required ROW from West St. Mary Civic
Center

acres 0.0 3.4 0

Maintain Existing Access at Civic Center Yes/No Yes No (4) Yes

NRHP Eligible Standing Structures (5) number 1 1 1

NRHP Eligible Archaeological Sites (6) number 0 0 0

Disproportionate Environmental Justice
Impacts

Yes/No n/a No No

Access and Travel Time Impacts in NW
Quadrant

Yes/No No Yes Yes

Noise Impacts Yes/No No Yes Yes

Feasible and Reasonable Noise
Abatement

Yes/No No No No

Air Quality Impacts Yes/No No No No

(4). Driveway to be relocated. (5). Potential historic structure in northwest quadrant is not directly impacted.
(6). A Phase I Cultural Resource Inventory has been completed for Alternative ATC and is under SHPO review.

Summary of Project Features and Impacts
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Evaluation Criteria Unit
No-Build

Alternative
Alternative E Alternative ATC

Physical Environment Considerations

Water Wells Impacted number 0 1 0

Underlain by Chicot Aquifer Yes/No Yes Yes Yes

Natural Gas Pipeline Crossings number 0 6 6

Natural Gas Pipeline Terminal Impact Yes/No No No No

Maintain Existing Access at Natural
Gas Pipeline Terminal

Yes/No Yes Yes Yes

Sewer Treatment System at West St.
Mary Civic Center Impacted

Yes/No No No No

Sewer Lift Station of the West Side of
LA 318 South of US 90 Impacted

Yes/No No No No

Prime Farmland Impacted acres 0.0 81.71 62.68

Summary of Project Features and Impacts
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Evaluation Criteria Unit
No-Build

Alternative
Alternative E Alternative ATC

Natural Environment Considerations

Upland Habitat Directly Impacted acres 0.0 2.02 1.22

Wetlands Directly Impacted acres 0.0 0.39 0.09

Aquatic Habitat Directly Impacted acres 0.0 1.47 1.51

100-Year Floodplain Impacted acres 0.0 0.76 0.61

Other Waters of the US Impacted (7) number 0 2 2

Scenic Streams number 0 0 0

Significant Trees number 0 2 2

(7). Includes unnamed canals and tributaries.

Summary of Project Features and Impacts
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Evaluation Criteria Unit
No-Build

Alternative
Alternative E Alternative ATC

Estimated Cost Considerations (8)

Right-of-way cost – Land Only $ 20k / ac $0 $ 1,664,000 $ 1,284,000

Residential Structure Acquisition $ 150k each $0 $ 1,650,000 $ 1,200,000

Mobile Home Structure Acquisition $ 25k each $0 $ 100,000 $ 50,000

Commercial Structure Acquisition $ 150k each $0 $ 0 $ 0

Residential Relocation Assistance $ 50k each $0 $ 550,000 $ 400,000

Mobile Home Relocation
Assistance

$ 50k each $0 $ 200,000 $ 100,000

Estimated Construction Cost
(rounded)

Millions $ $0 $ 64.9 M $ 55.7 M

Total Estimated Cost
(rounded)

Millions $ 0 $ 69.1 M $ 58.8 M

Summary of Project Features and Impacts
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Next Steps In the NEPA Process

Review and Summarize
Comments and Survey

Results

Identify a Preferred
Alternative

Final Supplemental
Environmental
Assessment

Finding of No
Significant Impact

(FONSI)
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Future Phases of the Project

Design
Project

Acquire
Right-of-Way

Construct
Project
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Public Input and Comments

Public input is
Important !

Comments received will
help decision-makers
choose the Preferred
Alternative. Your comments
will influence the final
decision.

There are many ways to
provide / submit comments:
• Comment form/tonight
• Verbal comment/tonight
• E-mail
• US mail

Comments are due by
September 6, 2015 31



Public Input on Preferred Alternative

Public input is needed to identify the Preferred Alternative.
Please complete the survey portion of the Comment Form.

32



Conclusion

• Comments received by September 6, 2015 will be
incorporated into the Supplemental EA.

• Once the Supplemental EA is approved by
LDOTD and FHWA it will be made available to the
public for a 30-day review period at which time
the public may provide comments on the
findings and selection of a Preferred Alternative.

• At the conclusion of the review period FHWA will
review comments received and potentially issue
a FONSI.

• Right-of-way acquisition and construction will
begin soon thereafter. 33



Thank you for
your interest and

participation
in the

US 90 and LA 318
Interchange Project
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This concludes our formal
presentation. The following
right-of-way and relocation
information is also being

provided for your
information.
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Right-of-way and
Relocation Information

LADOTD Right-
of-way
Specialists are at
the Right-of-way
Table tonight to
answer your
questions
regarding right-
of-way
acquisition and
relocation
assistance.
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