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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes; Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Baton Rouge Loop S.p.NO_ H.005201 (700-96-001 '”
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). R
I SupPort Hhe Bolon Rouge Loop for a fumber OF reusons, The mosk
\m{)Of)ruf\Jr yenSon 1 SagpPart '&He Loop} IS bC[qU.Lﬁ(__ or the Yrarric
S tuakion tosk divers SAruggle wibn dag do dug here 10 Becdon Rovge.
*\Y\C Next Oesk  Teason “o SaupP=rt JU’E Lo 5 '{'}\e Varions  Qar 8 he s
’I}- CoMers  hich  mears  Commuders ‘}J—M\ -i-favpj Sver, Quy u~ Il hayve
4dn olernabive  foate 4o Fulhe,

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:

[C] December 5, 2011 = Baton Rouge [C] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [C] December 6, 2011 = Plaquemine
[C] December 7, 2011 = Denham Springs [C] December 7, 2011 = Port Allen

Name: Wodne, Pelly
Address: 3suf Beech s
Phone: Q25-A£7- 124a

Email:

(tsepodivonal shepls if necessy

Wiitten comments can be feft in the commaent box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be mcluded m the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012,
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes. Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9603(504)

Baton Rouge Loop

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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OP-1

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
] December 5, 2011 —Baton Rouge ] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plagquemine
1 December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs 1 December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: c,gt{" \4‘- k?ﬁ‘f\ % C ,
address: | L[ Zast Lq Leshore 7\4 VA FoE0 &
Phone: ?,’LS~ Y (—{*?5“7

Email: . ) o

Written comments can be left in the comment box-at-this-hearing.orfold.stamp,and mail.to.CAEA (address.on the.reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 {700-96-0011)
F.A.P-No. STP-9609(504)

Baton Rouge Loop

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). CD-5
THE LOODZ /S [[ITAL 7O THE s TERM SLoW i+
OF OOR. COMEULN ITY AUVD OUOR REG/OL). J)F WE
Der 'T PDEQIDE & START Low y, LHEA wiiet 17
HATFER? THE FUTURE )§ QUR RESFOMNS (BB/L/TY.

OP-1

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[] December 5, 2011 —Baton Rouge [1 December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [J December 6, 2011 — Plaguemine
[C] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [C] December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: <COT7 KLE/A) |
Address: /424 ) AOUESEY # /2 Z_
Phone: 225 - 247 — 2525

Email:

{Use adci ional sheets f necessary)

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing ar fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge; Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609({504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,

and'West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

IR N CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
BatonRouge Loop S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9602(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND >===mwm(@§§§8m comments cannot be fully considered).
=l M Yocane L

This Eaﬁzc\_nrhm&&& kA 3T
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge. berville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes. Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E ~ 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609{504)

— COMMENT FORM -

e 2
P?J PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
It looles zs ther | He ppoens thi b, g L)g ¢j?zs42§94 a5 we J/ 2=
L D iSe /9,7[;[}“/4"495 el ’/b')f)ra&;‘wy Z‘gq-_Q _'/:?L /é)ﬁeﬁkgjvé) Ay '_Jgﬂﬁ’/pﬂqa OP-11
A sbonld ke Yalkingome. of Jfs Wwb@%@a&m -
%!/fal%z: et tu PATn Rouge l
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[l December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [C1 December 6, 2011 — Ganzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaguemine
[0 December7, 2011 ~ Denham Springs ] December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: @;@.:d/,b?ne D Kralke
Address:
Phone:

Email:

(Use addilional sheets if necessary)

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp. and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In'erderto be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-markednotater than January'9, 2012.



lcraft
Text Box
OP-11

lcraft
Text Box
AL-1


Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Baton Rouge Loop S.P.No. H.005201 {700-96-001 1)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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Peofie su Those #REFS ., T Foeed Bice ro Rirow Lowée sl ITES, I LIvEP
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THARee Tivieg T2 Be FantHer Awdy Frem 7rmese [PRoBCmsS T Am
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OP-2

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[0 December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [1 December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [1 December 6, 2011 — Plagueming
[¥” December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs ] December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: W AcTer I KRAusH AAz - S
Address: /2 O. PBox Y50 Fhepcs xmemem; 2/ 7072 3F

Phone: Dy ;. 242-S 326  MsHT. E7F-3070 _
Email: WERAUSHAAR@ #0¢. COM B
(Use adfitiona shesis ff pennsaory!

Written comments can bé left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the puiblic record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville; Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Baton Rouge Loop S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). CIR-7
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
A December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge ] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [C] December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: (CHraLES _\_-_—_-ﬁ_fr_\eéé;a_‘r' - . o B
Address: Z-Z2S MeTAx| _E_.Jriﬁ x:@:lIS_[:}l&”--LTMgm;a.:e , Lﬂ ) 2090 |

Phone: (@@ WrItH Help :
Email:  Weru gD - - -

(Use additional sheats if necessary)

Written comments can be leftin the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 {700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). CIR-3
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If you attended a public hearing, please thFck which one:
[] December 5,2011 — Baton Rouge December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [_]1 December 6, 2011 — Plaguemine

[C] December 7,2011 — Denham Springs [[] December 7, 2011 — Port Allen

Name:  JoXe Le.m\ow‘k TR
Address: lo1%%_ S dele At WWM
Phone: (29 bW -5$22 T

Email: y.)b_-. @%Mww } o

Written.comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to. CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop 5§

To: Capital Area Expressway Authoritg * 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

Copﬁf to: Central City News ¢ 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022
CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council

Name_ Dill  Lone
Address 1642 (Do Sur Drwe

City, State & Zip Code __ C_evatval, LA IO 1E
Phone _ 2| =53\5 Email

[ ] | FAVOR the proposed Baton Rouge Loop.
T4 | OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop
[ ] Other ; ! x
Comments: _ N  Naoleive o AL, aMNore (O {0¢
Daotiun . fomwe ) N AR oty AL 0 d Amcla
A ol oo ovoon Wl 0dllowe” Aoudd moak, o
Ao, Suoe S v Ueg 08, WOhg T cnaanonXo s
X e WAATT 0 i WK Boeen <o DM ©ac |
[ 0 09 o AN 3 |

OP-2 a1  HE-1 TOL-2

[ ] I am attaching a letter with my comments. ' |

Comments Must ARRIVE by Jan. 5, 2012 - o o
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Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop

95,2012
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= Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop =
i

To: Capital Area Exgresswa' Authority » 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

Go;ﬁ/ to: Central City News e 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022

CCN will file with LO?-, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council

Name 5” lU\_ £ Jeune

Address ___[ Lrs 4] Vv et VAV -

City, State & Zip Code -4 o £ Teinbeal IR Y _

Phone 225~ 943 -5 %< (s Email IS (5 Fhe Kid @261 @ bell Seds

[ ] | FAVOR the proposed Baton Rouge Loop. OP-2 s [
[+ OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop

|

|

|

|

|

[ ] Other _ ; _ ; |
Comments: @ lease dsim® Coain Conye Epvey - LU o T Want !
|

|

|

|

=

HE-1

‘H—ﬂ“@ /eolﬁ, !({«{) Bl et of by towwn. f/ij_
(o re n [ deca . '

[ ] | am attaching a letter with my comments.

- e == Comments Must ARRIVE by Jan. 5, 2012 - = =
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Ascension, East Baton Bouge. Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

Baton Rouge Loop

COMMENT FORM

CIR-7
PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).

The lﬁﬂp WoAA (gl Conpestion ol allad AT pya
WWOW f“) e S _7{_@5%5 me Tl,/,.ba The
[ ﬁn@ﬁhoﬂ b G0 fmh ek We GWM |- (2 /i/vm;,
dre Wiy b o AW s T p popldis 15 OP-1
Loy, to \niigest alk Yefh Wil gl feb—_ubot 1P

50%&?} 5 WF e Seon .

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [J December 6, 2011 — Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[0 December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [ December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: janﬂ/ LUJMM

Address: 2 4 \4 [ﬂﬁcmﬂ g}j ;ﬂy T .

Phone:
Email: !7‘%&&"/ \ {, %W\ £ {l/ 4 en l ﬁﬂn

(Use additional sheels I necessary)

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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ro- Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop —

| To: Capital Area Ex_gres_sway Authority * 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-3 8-2801

Co;ﬁ/ to: Central City News ¢ 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022
CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Cenral City Council -

Name  JilL)Z # REMEF JZ77rr
| Address 247 73 DEZL RoAD :

| City, State & Zip Code a1y Rouee, La, 77877

Phone 2236 2¢/-22// Email

[ ] | FAVOR the proposed Baton Rouge Loop. OP-2 AL-1
Fq, | OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop

] Other __ ' ,
Comments: Pl ecergany Ulgpeds CuMond Rpgdy. Boufls Lpch
/(0 /1 bridge £ prih [ A A Lozt Arudfl e a0 fuddyd e’

2naf

!
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" - Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop -

|

To: Capital Area Expressway Authority ® 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Bivd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

GOFIJ\}/ to: Central City News ¢ 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 * Fax 225-261-5022

CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council

Name‘ML?M e /

Address ; T

City, State & ZipCode " S b F2 737714

Phone _: DLt Ee gl Email ___°

[ ] | FAVOR the proposed Baton Rouge Loop.  op-2 AL-1 CIR-4
| OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop

[ ] Other

Comments:
‘ it

[ ] | am attaching a letter with my comments.

SN comments Must ARRIVE by Jan. 5,2012 SESREREES
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|
|
|
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge. Ibervilie, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes: Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001

S.P.No. H.005201 {700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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OP-2

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
Ij December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
M December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs ] December 7, 2011 — Port Allen

Name: /Mene DRA M Aﬂ%ﬁgif ,
Address: 3@ 535 é}/’m a?ddﬁ/ s n}k&_m ‘gi’f‘ '\ﬂﬁfj Afg 70 70{,/&

Phone: @5‘) /é?g j
Emait. W/ /) HC/SF?’ @ m@/ﬂu/ / Corm

Written comments can be leftin the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp. and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

Inorder to be included in the public record. comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012,
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| s Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop

|

To: éapital Area Ex ressway Authority 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge, |
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801 I
|

|

|

Co;:ra/ to: Central City News ¢ 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 « Fax 225-261-5022
CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy, Administration, and Ceniral City Council

Name 0 lohnk Lynch

| Address L 7 smoon st
City, State & Zip Code Dean s, L0708 A
Phone 2Z<=Se 7— /32 Email__ I+ ) IO XD 2o 507 e

|

I [ ] | FAVOR the Proposed Baton Rouge Loop.

i [.4TOPPOSE the Proposed Baton Rouge Loop
[ ] Other

] Comments:
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|

I

0
i
i
I
i
|
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&

j [H1am attaching a letter with my comments.
B = o Comments Must ARRIVE by Jan. 5, 2012 - =
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [_1 December 6, 2011 — Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
] December 7,2011 — Denham Springs [ December 7, 2011 — Port Allen

Name: MA‘ r 5 %746 A& C'/ 0

Address: (7 (> 3 /(p (Pele - 5 F‘lwb) #2307 Denhem *?P/‘fhfs} LA Z072¢
Phone: @ZS‘) 55— ‘/ C?/ ?3967

Email: Y]z . (fndS’€7 @ /Ddé@?t/m,' / Cﬁ/)')

- ————— e - ot TG T

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold. stamp. and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

Inorder to be included in the public record. comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012,
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PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). OP-5
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[C1 December 5,2011 — Baton Rouge ] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [ December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[J December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [ December 7, 2011 - Port Allen
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[ December 5, 2011 - Baton Rouge [J December 6, 2011 — Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[ December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [.1 December 7,2011 —Port Allen

Name:Cff//y’L 6{ a &ﬂ,d./

address /3| 5’0 wite m/ﬁ%% A 7077
Phone: A )T — (%L/ %"7\5

mat. [ <iahe— m@ hotmadd. Conc

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this heaning or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked ne later than January 9, 2012,
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[C] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [C] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [T December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[C] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs ] December 7,2011 - Port Allen

Name: Uﬁw/?, WApb,.gH d—,;

Address: Box 3(GF B La. 2092
Phone: &”-f) 32| foeq

Email: VS 6 Grw Llp. com

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA {address on the reverse side),

=~ JRsorderto be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascensicn, East Baton Rouge, Ibenville. Livingston.
and West Baton Rouge Parishes. Loyisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
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PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). AL-1
MORE EBEANGE S ¢ e Road )

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
(| December 5, 2011 —Baton Rouge [J December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [ December 6, 2011 — Piaquemine
] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [ December 7, 2011 — Port Allen
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp. and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order ta be includad in the public record. comments must be recsived or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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ro— Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop
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CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
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Baton Rouge Loop

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).

o do 2 A
Hop an

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[] December 5,2011 —Baton Rouge [] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [ December 6, 2011 — Plaguemine

7] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [] December 7, 2011 — Port Allen

Name: _H@OLH’\C(* Miller e
waress._U1le | PAue_fe_Fluer  Denham _._..Spnﬂﬂ S, LA_7070¢

Phone: _(,9&9\53 1491-Ys5¥5 00000000 -
emait V)1 | lex @90_5@.J9¢,U9_0m_#[/1.,__n.e+__ o .

(Use additional sheets If nraessay)

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

Inorder to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge ] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales 1 December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[ December7,2011 —Denham Springs ] December7,2011 —Port Allen

Name: (), Moo
Address: 4/ 2 )7
Phone: .27 5 [ .

Email: ( /& mos T W{qﬂ, N*’f/

Written comnients can be lefl in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9.2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingstan,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
8.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[E/December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge 1 December 6, 2011 — Gonzales 7] December 6, 2011 - Plaquemine
[C] December 7,2011 — Denharn Springs ["] December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: Jm Aorred _
Address: 7900 2/ eadiw Lone RS LA ool

Phone: 335 F23- 8¢5
Email: jr}wﬂor'rf/é? ét’/éaw‘i He T

Written comments can be leftin the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (adcress on the reverse side),

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 -001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

Baton Rouge Loop

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:

[[] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name%ﬂ‘)"_}

Address:

phone: 7L — ) 76~ §3 &3
Email: Ou bre. - S@Q/wx @ MV eIrn

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
g
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Lotisiana

CAEA Project'No. E - 2009 - 001
afon Rauge Loop S.p.Hl"). Hn005201 (700-96-001 1]
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[ December 5,2011 ~ Baton Rouge [C] Dacember 6, 2011 = Gonzales [ December 6, 2011 = Plaquemine

[C] December 7, 2011 = Denham Springs [C] Decernber 7, 2011 =Port Allen

Name: /WN’(— /924/71‘?@ e
Address: 493y ,&7 et  BL A 2%y

Phone: 2 25— Ge 3-S5 7/ o ——— e
Email; PQ-{W”& & bellsetwsl

{Use auditiopa shesls if nacessa)

Written camments can be left in the comment box at this heamng or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included 1 the public record, comments must be reeeived or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012,
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Capital Area Expressway Authority
9100 Bluebonnet Centre, Suite 301
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— Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop —

To: Capital Area Exgressway Authority » 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

Co_pﬁ/ to: Central City News e 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022
CCN willfile with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council

Name Zhat ,ﬂuﬁm - OP-2 TOL-2
Address/ /& & iy M

[ ] | FAVOR the proposed Baton Rouge Loop.
D] | OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop
[ ] Other ;

C.ommen‘ts:
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=3 Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop -

To: Capital Area Expressway Authori%/ « 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

Copﬁ/'to: Central City News 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022
CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council

b |
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; |
Name Do ecol ¥y
Addre%%@  Proal I
Phone _25/—S /31 Emdi '
|
l
|
|
|
I
|

City, State & Zip Code D2 +s1 PRous. e y LA 2 084
[ ] | FAVOR the proposed Baton Rouge Loop.

_JTOPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop
] Other
Comments:

'[ ] 1 am attaching a letter with my comments.

- - Comments Must ARRIVE by Jan. 5, 2012 -
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes; Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001

S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). AL-26
Frofoserr Zoores  BEEH 7o TAKE /M Al FERB Y A0
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If you attended a public hearing, piease check which one:
[] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge I}December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [] December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine
[] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [] December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: ZH M. e e AR
Address: “F1 900 PHEIC ZoAD  prokzHlEs [A %'73?7 L _

phone: 725~ (6 HE-go77 = - e e L e
Email: e e &%%fﬁcﬂk]m s e A

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).
In order: to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012,
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I To: Capital Area Expressway Authority 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
I Louisiana 70809 or FAX fo 225-368-2801
Copy to: Central City News ® 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261 -5022
§ CONwil file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council
Narmese. - ULZH g s o WTon A Po ¢ he
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[ | OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop CIR-3 OP-11
1 [ 1 Other _
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i [ 1 |am attaching a letter with my comments.

— Comments Must ARRIVE by Jan. 5, 2012 - -
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge. Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Baton Rouge Loop S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-001 1)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered). OP-1
L Rutly SafPler 70 LooR THE Swppk 7HE BEise {

If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[0 December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [ December 6, 2011 - Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaguemine
[] December7,2011—DenhamSprings  [[A December 7, 2011 — Port Allen

Name: e/ )%L/MM
Address: 2927 cRosfSLepn DK

Phone:

Email:

(Usg adcitional sheels if ngcessary)

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

Inorder to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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= Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop ==

To: Capital Area Expressway Authority * 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

Coth to: Central City News * 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022
CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council

Name (b€ 3 e ha )(\A
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| OPPOSE the proposed Baton Rouge Loop
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[ ] | am attaching a letter with my comments.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge. Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

Baton Rouge Loop

- COMMENT FORM

CIR-7
PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[0 December 5,2011 — Baton Rouge ] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales ] December 6, 2011 — Plaguemine
[CJ December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [C1 December 7, 2011 — Port Allen

Name: o Polegpts MDD
Address: _\l‘i\% Steele  BLA. 7@3{0&

Phone:

Email: —(%lexj/f eobewt< (2, bt enegl. O@é\_

(Use addiljonal-sheets if necessary)

Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension. East Baton Rouge. Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes. Lotisiana

CAEA Project No. E -2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 {700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

Baton Rouge Loop

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
[T] December 5,2011 —Baton Rouge [] December 6, 2011 — Gonzales [ December 6, 2011 — Plaquemine

[C] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [ December 7, 2011 —Port Allen
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this heaning or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

Iniorder to be ineluded in the public record, comments must be received ar post-marked no later than January. 9, 2012.
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Ascension. East Baton Rouge. Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Lotisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

 COMMENT FORM
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PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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Written comments can be left inithe:comment box at this heaning or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address.on the reverse side).

In order to be included in'the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012,
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Ascension. East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Par.shes Louisiana

e CAEA Prcuec’t No-E - 2009 =001

S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold. stamp. and mail to CAEA (address on'the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record. comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9. 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

Inorder to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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— Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop =

To: Capital Area Ex gressway Authority » 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East'Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and'West Baton Rouge Parishes; Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Baton Rouge Loop S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-001 1)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

/L oo

If you attended a public hearing,’please check which oné:
[C] December 5, 2011 — Baton Rouge [] December6, 2011 — Gonzales
[] December 7, 2011 — Denham Springs [1 December 7, 2011 —Port Allen

Name: _\(\\\_c&x LM+ HL_AL ey 2 StANSE LL _________
poress: ) T4 KoBLE AV GeEsMwsLL 5§45, La 70737
Phone: 22X =26 [~3 Hcﬁj'
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1Use additional sheets if necessary)
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Written comments can be left in'the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, [benville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E ~ 2009 ~ 001
S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

A
Baton Rouge Loop

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a pubtic hearing, please check which orte:
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order.to be included in'the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, LivingstonY
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Bt o Foudelonn S.P.No. H.005201 {700-96-0011)
F.A.P.No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully consioered). OP-1
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverg

In'order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2013
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To: Capital Area EXgre‘ssway Authorfgz * 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-3 8-2801

COFI)\Y to: Central City News e 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022

CCN will file with Loop, Federa] Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council
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Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston,
and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana

CAEA Project No. E - 2009 - 001
Baton Rouge Loop S.P.No. H.005201 (700-96-0011)
F.A,P-No. STP-9609(504)

COMMENT FORM
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PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS (Anonymous comments cannot be fully considered).
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this hearing or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, commenis must be received or post-marked no later than January 9,2012.
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= Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop =

To: Capital Area Expressway Authority ¢ 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Bivd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

'COpd to: Central City News ¢ 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 * Fax 225-261-5022
CCN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Cenfral City Council
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— Please Record My Comments on Proposed BR Loop =

To: Capital Area Expressway Authority » 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-368-2801

Co_w to: Central City News ¢ 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 * Fax 225-261-5022

CCN will file with Loop, F eral Hwy. Administration, and Central City Council
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To: Capltal Area Ex gressway Authority e 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd., Suite 301, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70809 or FAX to 225-3 8 2801

Cop I\Y to: Central City News ® « 13567 Hooper Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 ¢ Fax 225-261-5022
CN will file with Loop, Federal Hwy. Administration, and Centfral City Gouncil
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Inorder to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9,2012.
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If you attended a public hearing, please check which one:
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Written comments can be left in the comment box at this heanng or fold, stamp, and mail to CAEA (address on the reverse side).

In order to be included in the public record, comments must be received or post-marked no later than January 9, 2012.
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“Baton Rouge Loop
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U. 8. Department of Homeland Security
FEMA Region 6

800 North Loop 288

Denton, TX 76209-3698

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
REGION VI
MITIGATION DIVISION

PUBLIC NOTICE REVIEW/ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSULTATION
[] We have no comments to offer. We offer the following comments:

WE WOULD REQUEST THAT THE PARISHES FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATORS
BE CONTACTED FOR THE REVIEW AND POSSIBLE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
FOR THIS PROJECT.

If project Federally Funded, we request project to be compliant with EP 11988 & 11990,

REVIEWER:

Mayra G. Diaz

Floodplain Management and Insurance Branch

Mitigation Division

(940) 898-5541 DATE: November 14, 2011


lcraft
Text Box
1


United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
646 Cajundome Blvd.
Suite 400
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506

December 21, 2011

Mr. Steven M. Wright

National Park Service

Southeast Regional Office

Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Building
100 Alabama Street, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr, Wright.:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the Tier 1 Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Baton Rouge Loop (SPN: 700-96-0011, FAPN STP-9609 [504])
in Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston, and West Baton Rouge Parishes,
Louisiana. The Service submits the following comments in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA, 40 Stat. 755, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.), the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) (54 Stat, 250, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 668a-d), the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.).

The information provided states that the alternatives considered in the DEIS consist of “a build
alternative” and a “no build alternative™. The build alternative consists of corridor alternatives in
three Baton Rouge Loop Units. The three project units are the North Unit, the South Unit, and
the East Unit and within each unit are various smaller corridor sections (sections). The sections
combine to form multiple alternatives in each unit. Descriptions of those alternatives are as
follows:
¢ North Unit
The North Unit alternatives are comprised of 3 major land cover types (agricultural land
32% to 35%, wetlands 32.2% to 36.3%, and developed land 15.4% to 20%); within the
North Unit are 5 corridor alternatives (NA, NB, NC, ND, & NE) and 14 corridor sections
(N1-N14). The Corridor Alternative NA has the least amount (27.30%) of palustrine
forested wetlands (PFO) while Corridor Alternative ND contains the largest amount of
PFO (31.15%). The North Unit Corridor Section N2 contains the smallest percentage
(4.41%) of PFO while Section N5 contains the largest amount of PFO at 53.86%.
° South Unit
The South Unit alternatives are primarily comprised of wetlands (52.71% to 61.64%)
with agriculture land the second largest (33.11% to 43.03%) and developed land third
(2.8% to 5.5%).
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Within the South Unit are 18 corridor alternatives (SA-SR) and 14 corridor sections (S1-
S14). The South Unit Corridor Alternative SI has the least amount of PFO (47.17%)
while SB contains the largest amount of PFO (56.03%). The South Unit corridor Section
S13 has the least amount of PFO (5.74%) and Corridor Section S2 contains the largest
amount of PFO at 85.64%.

e East Unit
The East Unit alternatives are predominantly comprised of wetlands (48.93% to 53.76%)
with forested land the second most abundant (20.69% to 22.94%) and developed land
third (2.4% to 2.84%). Within the East Unit are 8 corridor alternatives (EA-EH)and 10
corridor sections (E1-E10). The East Unit Corridor Alternative, EA has the least amount
of PFO (42.23%) while EG contains the largest amount of PFO (47.29%). The East Unit
Corridor Section E10 has the least amount of PFO (26.23%) and East Unit Corridor
Section E7 contains the largest amount of PFO at 95.34%.

In Chapter 5, Section 5.4, page 5-10, the DEIS discusses which corridor alternatives are
recommended for further evaluation and which alternatives are recommended for elimination.
Some of those alternatives within the North Unit corridor and the East Unit corridor are being
dropped from further evaluation based on public and stakeholder comments. The rationale for
eliminating alternatives should be substantiated with documentation that demonstrates that the
eliminated alternatives do not fulfill project objectives. The National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, as amended; 42 U.S.C, 4321 et seq.), Section 1502.25 Environmental
review and consultation requirements states that to the fullest extent possible, agencies shali
prepare draft environmental impact statements concurrently with and integrated with
environmental impact analyses and related surveys and studies required by the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16
U.S.C. 470 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and other
environmental review laws and executive orders. According to our review, the DEIS does not
fully contain those requirements (i.e., migratory bird impacts, mature jurisdictional forested
wetlands locations, threatened/endangered species surveys) nor does the DEIS discuss the
environmentally preferable alternative(s). The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83
Stat. 852, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), Section 1502.2(b) Environmentally Preferable
Alternative states that, in cases where an EIS has been prepared, the Record of Decision (ROD),
must identify all alternatives that were considered, “....specifying the alternative or alternatives
which were considered to be environmentally preferable.” The environmentally preferable
alternative is the alternative that will promote the national environmental policy in NEPA.
Ordinarily, this means the alternative that causes the least damage to the biological and physical
environment. It also means the alternative which best protects, preserves, and enhances historic,
cultural, and natural resources. The Service desires to assist in identifying the environmentally
preferable alternative(s). However, because locations of federally listed species and their habitat,
migratory birds and their habitat, and mature jurisdictional forested wetlands within the proposed
project areas are presently unknown; the environmentally preferable alternative(s) is also
unknown at this time. Accordingly, alt appurtenant surveys/delineations should be completed
and presented to resource agencies in order to identify the environmentally preferable alternative
as required by NEPA prior to eliminating alternatives.
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Threatened/Endangered Species
In a letter dated March 10, 2009, our office provided comments’ regarding the subject proposal’s

potential to impact threatened and endangered species within the proposed project area. That
letter is attached for your review.

Migratory Birds

Bald Eagle

The proposed project area may provide nesting habitat for the bald eagle (Haligeetus
leucocephalus), which was officially removed from the List of Endangered and Threatened
Species as of August 8, 2007. However, the bald eagle remains protected under the MBTA and
BGEPA. Comprehensive bald eagle survey data have not been collected by the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) since 2008, and new active, inactive, or alternate
nests may have been constructed within the proposed project area since that time.

Bald eagles typically nest in large trees located near coastlines, rivers, or lakes that support
adequate foraging from October through mid-May. In southeastern Louisiana parishes, eagles
typically nest in mature trees (e.g., baldcypress, sycamore, willow, etc.) near fresh to intermediate
marshes or open water. Bald eagles may also nest in mature pine trees near large lakes in central
and northern Louisiana. Major threats to this species include habitat alteration, human
disturbance, and environmental contaminants. Furthermore, bald eagles are vulnerable to
disturbance during courtship, nest building, egg laying, incubation, and brooding. Disturbance
during these periods may lead to nest abandonment, cracked and chilled eggs, and exposure of
small young to the elements. Human activity near a nest late in the nesting cycle may also cause
flightless birds to jump from the nest tree, thus reducing their chance of survival.

Please be aware that the Service has developed National Bald Eagle Management (NBEM)
Guidelines to provide landowners, land managers, and others with information and
recommendations to minimize potential project impacts to bald eagles, particularly where such
impacts may constitute “disturbance,” which is prohibited by the BGEPA. A copy of the NBEM
(Guidelines is available at:
http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/NationalBaldEagleManagementGuidelines. pdf.
Those Guidelines recommend: (1) maintaining a specified distance between the activity and the
nest (buffer area); (2) maintaining natural arcas (preferably forested) between the activity and
nest trees (landscape buffers); and (3) avoiding certain activities during the breeding season.
During any project construction, on-site personnel should be informed of the possible presence of
nesting bald eagles in the vicinity of the project boundary, and should identify, avoid, and
immediately report any such nests to this office. If a bald eagle nest occurs or is discovered
within 1,500 feet of the proposed project area, then an evaluation must be performed to
determine whether the project is likely to disturb nesting bald eagles. That evaluation may be
conducted on-line at: http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle. Following completion of the
evaluation, that website will provide a determination of whether additional consultation is

necessdary.
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On September 11, 2009, the Service published two federal regulations establishing the authority
to issue permits for non-purposeful bald eagle take (typically disturbance) and eagle nest take
when recommendations of the NBEM Guidelines cannot be achieved. Permits may be issued for
nest take only under the following circumstances where: 1) necessary to alleviate a safety
emergency to people or eagles, 2) necessary to ensure public health and safety, 3) the nest
prevents the use of a pre-existing human-engineered structure, or 4) the activity or mitigation for
the activity will provide a net benefit to eagles. Except in emergencies, only inactive nests may
be permitted to be taken. The Division of Migratory Birds for the Southeast Region of the
Service (phone: 404/679-7051, e-mail: SEmigratorybirds@fws.gov) has the lead role in
conducting consultations and issuance of permits. Should you need further assistance
interpreting the guidelines, avoidance measures, or performing an on-line project evaluation,
please contact this office.

Colonial Nesting Birds

The proposed project would be located in areas where colonial nesting waterbirds may be present.
Colonies may be present that are not currently listed in the database maintained by the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. That database is updated primarily by monitoring the colony
sites that were previously surveyed during the 1980s. Until a new, comprehensive coast-wide survey
is conducted to determine the location of newly-established nesting colonies, we recommend that a
qualified biologist inspect the proposed work sites (forested wetlands) for the presence of
undocumented nesting colonies during the nesting season. Once the surveys have been conducted,
we request that rookery and nest locations be reported to Patti Holland (337/291-3121) with our
office and to Mr. Mike Seymour (225/765-2281) with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Natural Heritage Program. In addition, for areas containing the nesting wading birds listed
below, all project related activities should correspond with each species project activity window and
all project personnel should avoid affecting them during the breeding season (i.e., the time period
outside the activity window).

Species Project Activity Window
Anhinga July 1 to March 1
Cormorant July 1 to March 1

Great Blue Heron August 1 to February 15
Great Egret August [ to February 15
Snowy Egret August [ to March 1
Little Blue Heron August 1 to March |
Tricolored Heron August 1 to March 1
Reddish Egret August | to March 1
Cattle Egret September 1 to April 1

Green-backed Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
White and White-faced Ibis
Roseate Spoonbill

September 1 to March 15
September 1 to March 1
September 1 to March 15
September 1 to April 1
August 1 to April 1



We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments in the planning stages of this proposed
project and look forward to our continued participation in the project evaluation process. If you
need further assistance, please contact Joshua Marceaux (337/291-3110) of this office.

Sincerely,

Brad S. Rieck
Deputy Supervisor
Louisiana Ecological Services Office

Attachment:

CC:

FWS, RO, Atlanta, GA

DOI, OEPC, Washington, D.C. (Attn.: Ethel Smith)

Corps of Engineers, New Orleans, LA

EPA, Dallas, TX

NMFS, Baton Rouge, LA

FHWA, Federal Highway Administration, Baton Rouge, LA
LADOTD, Baton Rouge, LA

LDWEF, Wetland Permitting Program, Baton Rouge, LA
LDWF, Natural Heritage Program, Baton Rouge, LA



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
646 Cajundome Blvd.
Suite 400
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506

March 10, 2009

Mr. Edd Manges

Capital Area Expressway Authority

9100 Bluebonnet Centre Boulevard, Suite 301
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809

Dear Mr. Manges:

Please reference your February 20, 2009, letter, requesting our participation in an agency scoping
meeting for the proposed Baton Rouge Loop tol} highway to be located in Ascension, Fast Baton
Rouge, Iberville, Livingston, and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana. Your letter also provided a
project description and map identifying preferred corridor alternatives that are being advanced into
the Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement phase. We have reviewed the information you provided,
and offer the following comments in accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.
884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852.

as amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

Federally listed as a threatened species, the Alabama (=inflated) heelsplitter mussel (Potamilus
inflatus) occurs in the Amite River (Louisiana [with one report in the Pearl River]) and the
Tombigbee and Black Warrior Rivers (Alabama). In Louisiana, the mussel occurs between
Louisiana Highway 37 and Louisiana Highway 42 (with the highest concentrations between
Grangeville and Port Vincent). This freshwater mussel is typically found in soft, stable substrates

- such as sand, mud, silt, and sandy gravel, in slow to moderate currents. Heelsplitter mussels are
usually found in depositional pools below sand point bars, and in shallow pools between sandbars
and river banks. Major threats to this species in the Amite River arc the loss of habitat resulting from

. sand and gravel dredging, and channel modifications for flood control,

The Gulf sturgeon (dcipenser oxyrhynchus desotor), federally listed as a threatened species, is an
anadromous fish that occurs in many Tivers, streams, and estuarine waters along the northern Guif
coast between the Mississippi River and the Suwanee River, Florida. In Louisiana, Gulf sturgeon
have been reported at Rigolets Pass, rivers and lakes of the Lake Pontchartrain basin, and adjacent
cstuarine areas. Spawning occurs in coastal rivers between late winter and early spring (i.e., March
to May). Adults and sub-adults may be found in those rivers and streams until November, and in
estuarine or marine waters during the remainder of the year. Sturgeon less than two years old appear
to remain in riverine habitats and estuarine areas throughout the year, rather than mi grate to marine
waters. Habitat alterations such as those caused by water control structures that limit and prevent
spawning, poor water quality, and over-fishing have negatively affected this species.

The West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus), federally listed as an endangered species,
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occasionally enters Lakes Pontchartrain and Maurepas, and associated coastal waters and streams
during the summer months (i.e., June through September). Manatee occurrences appear to be
increasing, and they have been regularly reported in the Amite, Blind, Tchefuncte, and Tickfaw
Rivers, and in canals within the adjacent coastal marshes of Louisiana. They have also been
occasionally observed elsewhere along the Louisiana Gulf coast. The manatee has declined in
numbers due to collisions with boats and barges, entrapment in flood control structures, poaching,
habitat loss, and pollution. Cold weather and outbreaks of red tide may also adversely affect these

animals,

The pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) is an endangered fish found in Louisiana, in both the
Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers (with known concentrations in the vicinity of the Old River
Control Structure Complex); it is possibly found in the Red River as well. The pallid sturgeon is
adapted to large, free-flowing, turbid rivers with a diverse assemblage of physical characteristics that
are in a constant state of change. Detailed habitat requirements of this fish are not known, but it is
believed to spawn in Louisiana. Habitat loss through river channelization and dams has adversely

affected this species throughout its range.

If the proposed project will directly or indirectly affect the Amite River, further consultation with this
office will be necessary regarding the Alabama (inflated) heelsplitter mussel, the Gulf sturgeon, and
the West Indian manatee. Ifthe proposed project will directly or indirectly affect the Mississippi
River, further consultation with this office will be necessary regarding the pallid sturgeon.

The proposed project would cross the Comite River, which is designated as a Louisiana Natural and
Scenic River. Please contact the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Natural and Scenic
Rivers Program (318/343-4045) for further information regarding any additional permits that may be
required to perform work on the above referenced water body.

As you are aware, the proposed project would likely impact wetlands. For a complete jurisdictional
wetland delineation of the proposed project, please contact Mr. John Bruza (504/862-1288) at the
New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). If the Corps determines that the
proposed project is within their regulatory jurisdiction, official U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
comments will be provided in response to the corresponding Public Notice,

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding this proposed activity. If you need
further assistance, please contact Seth Bordelon (337/291-3138) of this office.

Sincerely, ’W |

Brad S. Rieck
Deputy Supervisor
Louisiana Field Qffice

cc: . LDWEF, Natural and Scenic Rivers Program, Baton Rouge, LA
LDWF, Natural Heritage Program, Baton Rouge, LA
FHWA, Baton Rouge, LA
LADOTD, Baton Rouge, LA



%,
u'|l'“

RoseERT J. BARHAM

BC‘-;D(;\?EHLI{:%?:!AL 51:‘.‘[12 Hf F—g.lrl:l'lliE'EEI]Z'[EI SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES Jimmy L. ANTHONT
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Date Jamuary 5, 2012
Name Suzanne McCain
Company Capital Area Expressway Authority
Street Address 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd; Suite 301
City, State, Zip Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Project BR Loop Project Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Project ID 0

Invoice Number 12010501

Personnel of the Habitat Section of the Coastal and Nongame Resource Division have reviewed the preliminary data for the
captioned project. The response letter adresses species of conservation concern within the Baton Ronge Loop project area
located in Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston and West Baton Rouge parishes. This letter is an update to
the original response letter submitted by the Louisiana Natural Heritage Program (LNHP) on January 27, 2009,

Our database indicates that Waddil Wildlife Refuge and Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area are within the
project area. No activities shall occur within any Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) wildlife
management area / refuge without first obtaining a Special Use Permit from LDWF. Please contact Mr. Mike Windham at
225-765-2807 to obtain the Special Use Permit. The study area also intersects Bluebonnet Swamp.

The Comite River is located within the Baton Rouge Loop project area, and is a waterbody that has been desipnated as a
Scenic River. Contact Keith Cascio with LDWF at 318-343-4045 concemning this Scenic River.

The database indicates that there are 4 natural areas that have been registered by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries through the Louisiana Natural Heritage Program. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Jones at 225-
765-2822,

Our database indicates the presence of several bird nesting colonies on or near the designated study area. Please be aware
that entry into or disturbance of active breeding colonies is proliibited by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries. In addition, LDWF prohibits work within a certain radius of an active nesting colony.

Nesting colonies can move from year to year and no current information is available on the status of these colonies, If
work for the proposed project will commence during the nesting season, conduct a field visit to the worksite to look for
evidence of nesting colonies. This field visit should take place no more than two weeks before the project begins. Ifno
nesting colonies are found within 400 meters (700 meters for brown pelicans) of the proposed project, no further
consultation with LDWF will be necessary. If active nestiug colonies are found within the previously stated distances of
the proposed project, further consultation with LDWF will be required. In addition, colonies should be surveyed by a
qualified biologist to document species present and the extent of colonies. Provide LDWTF with a survey repert which is to
include the following information:

1. qualifications of survey personnel;
2. survey methodology including dates, site characteristics, and size of survey area;
3. species of birds present, activity, estimates of number of nests present, and general vegetation type

P.O. BOX 98000 * BATOM ROUSE, LOUISIANA 7089B-95000 * PHOME {225) 765-2B00
AN EQUAL OFPORTUNNY EMPLOYER
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including digital photographs representing the site; and
4, topographic maps and ArcView shapefiles projected in UTM NADE3 Zone 15 to illustrate the location
and extent of the colony.

Please mail survey reports on CD to: Louisiana Natural Heritage Program
La. Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

To minimize disturbance to colonial nesting birds, the following restrictions on activity should be observed:

- For colonies containing nesting wading birds (i.c., herons, egrets, night-herons, ibis, roseate spoonbills, anhingas, and/or
cormorants), all project activity occurring within 300 meters of an active nesting colony should be resiricted to the non-
nesting period {i.e., September 1 through February 13).

- For colonies containing nesting gulls, terns, and/or black skimmers, all project activity oceurring within 400 meters (700
meters for brown pelicans) of an active nesting colony should be restricted to the non-nesting period (i.c., September 16
through April 1).

If you have any questions, want additional information, or need to coordinate activities on waterbird nesting colonies or
Brown Pelicans, please contact Beau Gregory at 225-765-2820,

Our records indicate that the proposed project has 10 Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nesting sites in the study area.
This species is protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) and the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712} and is protected by the state of Louisiana. All Bald Eagle nests (active, inactive, or
seemingly abandoned) should be protected, and no large trees should be removed. For more information on avoiding
impacts to Bald Eagles, please refer to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Bald Eagle Management Guidelines
at: http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagie/,

The Alabama Shad (Alosa alabamae) may occur within the study area. This species, which was added to the candidate
species Iist in 1997, spawns in large flowing rivers over sand, gravel, and rock subsirates from January to April. The
Alabama Shad has experienced significant population declines in the last forty years due to an increase in water control
structures, poor water quality, and commercial and navigational dredging of sand bars. Habitat protection is recommended
for this species by avoiding disturbances such as the construction of dams, water pollution, and siltation. In addition, it is
important to aveid disturbances of the soil / stream bottoms. If you have any questions, please contact Bean Gregory at
225-765-2820.

Manatee (Trichechus manatus) may occur i the surrounding water bodies of your site location. Manatee are large
mammals inhabiting both fresh and salt water. Although most manatee are year round residents of Florida or Central
America, they have been known to migrate to areas along the Atlantic and Gulf coast during the summer months. Manatee
are an endangered species protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 and the Federal Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972. In Louisiana, taking or harassment of the manatee is a violation of state and federal laws. Critical
habitat for manatee includes marine submerpent vascular vegetation (sea-grass beds). Areas with sea-grass beds should be
avoided during project activities. Report all manatee sightings to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at
225-765-2821 or 1-800-442-2511.

The Pallid Sturgeon (Scaphirhychus albus) may occur in water bodies near your proposed project. The pallid sturgeon is
listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act (16 U.5.C. 1531-1544) and is confined to the Mississippi and
Atchafalaya rivers in southern Louisiana. This species requires large, turbid, free-flowing riverine habitat and is adapted to
living close to the bottom of large, shallow rivers with sand and gravel bars. Pallid sturgeon typically spawn from July-
August, but suceessful reproduction has been severely reduced due to habitat modification, This includes the loss of
habitat through the construction of dams that have modified flows, reduced turbidity, and lowered water temperatures. We
advise you to take the necessary measures to avoid the breeding season and any degradation of water quality in the
Mississippi River.

The proposed project may also impact the gulf sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrhynchus desotoi) and its desipnated critical habitat.
The gulf sturgeon is listed as threatened on both the federal and state species list. Major population limiting factors are
thought to include barriers to spawning habitats and habitat loss associated with the construction of water control structures,

P.O, BOX 58000 = BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70896B-9000Q * FHOMNE (225} 765-2600
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMFLOYER
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including dams and sills. Other threats identified include modification to habitat associated with dredged material disposal
and poor water quality associated with contamination. Please contact the USFWS to coordinate activities within this
critical habitat unit.

The Infiated Heelsplitter (Potamilus inflatus) may potentialty be impacted by the proposed project. This species is listed as
threatened under the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S. C. 1533-1544) and is considered critically imperiled in the state of
Louisiana. The preferred habitat of this species is soft, stable substrate in slow to moderate currents. It has been found in
sand, mud, silt, and sandy-gravel, but not in large gravel or armored gravel. The degradation of water quality is one of the
leading threats to this species. We recommend you to take erosion control measures at the proposed construction site to
minimize degradation of the water quality. These measures include silt fencing, mulches, seeding and vegetation to
decrease the amount of soil eroded by rainfall and runoff. This will prevent any degradation of water quality as a result of
silt-laden runoff from the construction site. All construction waste and debris should be placed in containers and disposed
offsite. We also recommend surveying 500 feet upstream and downsiream of the project site for the presence of
heelsplitters. If this mussel is found, the applicant must contact Beau Gregory with LDWF at 225-765-2820 and Debbie
Fuller with USFWS at 337-291-3124 to coordinate activities.

The Southern Rainbow (Villosa vibex), Southern Pocketbook (Lampsilis ornata), Southern Creekmussel (Strophitus
subvexus), Rayed Creekshell (Anodontoides radiatus) and Southern Hickorynut (Obovaria jacksoniana) are considered
critically imperiled to rare in the state of Louisiana. Current stresses include impoundments and clear-cutting and the
resulting increase in silt. Habitat protection is recommended by avoiding disturbances such as water pollution, siltation,
and the construction of dams. In addition, it is important to avoid disturbances of the soil / stream bottoms. If you have
any questions, please contact Beau Gregory at 225-765-2820.

Spruce pine-hardwood mesic flatwoods is a natural community that is considered imperiled to rare in the state with a S283
rank. Surveys should be conducted to determine the extent of the occurrence and to avoid impacting this natural
community, If you have any questions, want additional information or need to coordinate activities, please contact Amity
Bass at 225-765-2975.

There are two plant species that also occur within the project area. Small flower hemicarpha (Lipocarpha micrautha) is
considered critically imperiled in the state with a S1 rank and Square-stemmed Monkey-flower (Mimulus dngens) is
considered imperiled with a §2 state rank. If you have any questions or need additional information on either of these
species, please contact Amity Bass at 225-765-2975.

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program has compiled data on rare, endangered, or otherwise significant plant and animal
species, plant communities, and other natural features throughout the state of Louisiana. Heritage reports summarize the
existing information known at the time of the request regarding the location in question. The quantity and quality of data
collecied by the LNHP are dependent on the research and observations of many individuals. In most cases, this
information is not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys; many natural areas in Louisiana have not been
surveyed. This report does not address the occurrence of wetlands at the site in question, Heritage reports should not be
considered final statements on the biological elements or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on-site
surveys required for environmental assessments. LNHP requires that this office be acknowledged in all reports as the
source of all data provided here. Ifatany time Heritage tracked species are encountered within the project area, please
contact the LNHP Data Manager at 225-765-2643. If you have any questions, or need additional information, please call
225-765-2357.

Sincerely,

Amity Bass, Coordinator
Natural Heritage Program

P.O. BOX 98C00 * BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70B98-8000 * PHOME (225) 765-2800
Abl EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOVER
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RETAIN THIS COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS

Date January 5, 2012

Invoice Number 12010501

Project BR Loop Project Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement

Name Suzanne McCain

Company Capital Area Expressway Authority

Street Address 9100 Bluebonnet Centre Blvd; Suite 301

City, State, Zip

Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Number of Ouads Reviewed 0

Total Due $0.00

Payment should be made to “Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries” within 30 days
of the date of this invoice. Please include the invoice number on your check and return a
copy of this invoice with your remittance to the following address:

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Atin: Jennifer Riddle

F.O. Box 80399

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0399

Should you have any questions regarding this invoice, for review of the Louisiana Natural
Heritage database for information on known sensitive elements at a charge of $20.00 per
quad reviewed, please contact LNIP at (225) 765-2357,

P.O. BOX 98000 * BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70O89E-5000 * PHONE (225) 765-2B00
AN EQUAL DPPORTUNITY EHFLOYER
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SECRETARY

State of Pouisiana

GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND RSHERIES JiMMy L, AHTHONY
OFFICE OF WILDUIFE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
INVOICE
RETURN THIS COPY OF INVOICE WITH PAYMENT

Date January 5, 2012
Invoice Number 12010501

FProject BR Loop Project Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Name Suzanne McCain

Company Capital Area Expressway Authority

Street Address 9100 Bluebormnet Centre Blvd; Suite 301

City, State, Zip Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Number of Ouads Reviewed
Total Due

0
$0.00

Payment should be made to “Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries™ within 30 days
of the date of this invoice. Please include the invoice number on your check and return a
copy of this invoice with your remittance to the following address:

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

Attn: Jennifer Riddle
P.O. Box 80399

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0399

Should you have any questions regarding this invoice, for review of the Louisiana Natural
Heritage database for information on known sensitive elements at a charge of $20.00 per
quad reviewed, please contact LNHP at (225) 765-2357.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance TAKE PRIDE®
1001 Indian School Road NW, Suite 348 IN
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104 AMERICA

United States Department of the Interior (g 2
=

ER 11/1018
File 9043.1

January 6, 2012

Suzanne McCain, P.E.

HNTB Corporation

Baton Rouge Loop Team Leader

9100 Bluebonnet Centre Boulevard, Suite 301
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809

Dear Ms. McCain:

The U.S. Department of the Interior has reviewed the Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) and Section 4(f) Evaluation for the Baton Rouge Loop, SPN: 700-96-0011,
FAPN STP-9609(504), in Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livingston, and West Baton
Rouge Parishes, Louisiana. The Department offers the following comments and
recommendations for your consideration as you develop the final document.

General Comments

We welcome this opportunity to cooperate with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD), and the Capitol Area
Expressway Authority (CAEA). The Tier 1 DEIS contains a great deal of valuable information
concerning human and natural resources and issues relating to the proposed access improvement
for 1-12 east of Baton Rouge near Walker to 1-10 west of Baton Rouge, 1-10 west of Baton
Rouge to 1-10 south of Baton Rouge, and 1-10 south of Baton Rouge to I-12 east of Walker,
Louisiana.

Section 4(f) Evaluation and Section 6(f) Resources

As discussed in the DEIS, the Tier 1 analysis has identified a list of Section 4(f) resources
believed to reside in the area potentially affected by the preliminary alternatives. However, the
draft Section 4(f) Evaluation fails to document the coordination effort with the Louisiana Office
of Cultural Development, Division of Historic Preservation in compliance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act. The Department asks that the current coordination effort
be documented in the subsequent release of the final EIS.
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The DEIS combines the U.S. Department of Transportation Act Section 4(f) and the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act Section 6(f) analysis under a joint discussion throughout
the document. The DEIS provides sufficient detail in the requirements of the Section 4(f)
process but provides vague detail regarding the LWCF Section 6(f) process and conversion
requirements. The Department requests that the DEIS be expanded to provide the regulatory
requirements of the Section 6(f) process under 36 CFR Part 59 and the criteria that must be met
prior to receiving approval for conversion.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Comments

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service submits the following comments in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321
et seq.); the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA, 40 Stat. 755, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 703 et
seq.); the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) (54 Stat. 250, as amended, 16 U.S.C.
668a-d); the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.); and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et

seq.).

The information provided states that the alternatives considered in the DEIS consist of “a build
alternative” and a *“no build alternative”. The build alternative consists of corridor alternatives in
three Baton Rouge Loop Units. The three project units are the North Unit, the South Unit, and
the East Unit and within each unit are various smaller corridor sections (sections). The sections
combine to form multiple alternatives in each unit. Descriptions of those alternatives are as
follows:

e North Unit
The North Unit alternatives are comprised of 3 major land cover types (agricultural land
32% to 35%, wetlands 32.2% to 36.3%, and developed land 15.4% to 20%); within the
North Unit are 5 corridor alternatives (NA, NB, NC, ND, & NE) and 14 corridor sections
(N1-N14). The Corridor Alternative NA has the least amount (27.30%) of palustrine
forested wetlands (PFO) while Corridor Alternative ND contains the largest amount of
PFO (31.15%). The North Unit Corridor Section N2 contains the smallest percentage
(4.41%) of PFO while Section N5 contains the largest amount of PFO at 53.86%.

e South Unit
The South Unit alternatives are primarily comprised of wetlands (52.71% to 61.64%)
with agriculture land the second largest (33.11% to 43.03%) and developed land third
(2.8% to 5.5%). Within the South Unit are 18 corridor alternatives (SA-SR) and 14
corridor sections (S1-S14). The South Unit Corridor Alternative Sl has the least amount
of PFO (47.17%) while SB contains the largest amount of PFO (56.03%). The South
Unit corridor Section S13 has the least amount of PFO (5.74%) and Corridor Section S2
contains the largest amount of PFO at 85.64%.

e East Unit
The East Unit alternatives are predominantly comprised of wetlands (48.93% to 53.76%)
with forested land the second most abundant (20.69% to 22.94%) and developed land
third (2.4% to 2.84%). Within the East Unit are 8 corridor alternatives (EA-EH) and 10
corridor sections (E1-E10). The East Unit Corridor Alternative, EA has the least amount
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of PFO (42.23%) while EG contains the largest amount of PFO (47.29%). The East Unit
Corridor Section E10 has the least amount of PFO (26.23%) and East Unit Corridor
Section E7 contains the largest amount of PFO at 95.34%.

In Chapter 5, Section 5.4, page 5-10, the DEIS discusses which corridor alternatives are
recommended for further evaluation and which alternatives are recommended for elimination.
Some of those alternatives within the North Unit corridor and the East Unit corridor are being
dropped from further evaluation based on public and stakeholder comments. The rationale for
eliminating alternatives should be substantiated with documentation that demonstrates that the
eliminated alternatives do not fulfill project objectives. The NEPA of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, as
amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), Section 1502.25, Environmental review and consultation
requirements, states that to the fullest extent possible, agencies shall prepare draft environmental
impact statements concurrently with and integrated with environmental impact analyses and
related surveys and studies required by the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et
seq.), the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.), the ESA of 1973
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and other environmental review laws and executive orders. According
to our review, the DEIS does not fully contain those requirements (i.e., migratory bird impacts,
mature jurisdictional forested wetlands locations, threatened/endangered species surveys) nor
does the DEIS discuss the environmentally preferable alternative(s). The NEPA of 1969 (83
Stat. 852, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), Section 1505.2(b) Environmentally Preferable
Alternative states that, in cases where an EIS has been prepared, the Record of Decision, must
identify all alternatives that were considered, “....specifying the alternative or alternatives which
were considered to be environmentally preferable.” The environmentally preferable alternative
is the alternative that will promote the national environmental policy in NEPA. Ordinarily, this
means the alternative that causes the least damage to the biological and physical environment. It
also means the alternative which best protects, preserves, and enhances historic, cultural, and
natural resources. The FWS desires to assist in identifying the environmentally preferable
alternative(s). However, because locations of federally listed species and their habitat, migratory
birds and their habitat, and mature jurisdictional forested wetlands within the proposed project
areas are presently unknown, the environmentally preferable alternative(s) is also unknown at
this time. Accordingly, all appurtenant surveys/delineations should be completed and presented
to resource agencies in order to identify the environmentally preferable alternative as required by
NEPA prior to eliminating alternatives.

Threatened/Endangered Species

In a letter dated March 10, 2009, FWS provided comments regarding the subject proposal’s
potential to impact threatened and endangered species within the proposed project area. That
letter is enclosed for your review.

Migratory Birds

Bald Eagle

The proposed project area may provide nesting habitat for the bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus), which was officially removed from the List of Endangered and Threatened
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Species as of August 8, 2007. However, the bald eagle remains protected under the MBTA and
BGEPA. Comprehensive bald eagle survey data have not been collected by the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) since 2008, and new active, inactive, or alternate
nests may have been constructed within the proposed project area since that time.

Bald eagles typically nest in large trees located near coastlines, rivers, or lakes that support
adequate foraging from October through mid-May. In southeastern Louisiana parishes, eagles
typically nest in mature trees (e.g., baldcypress, sycamore, willow, etc.) near fresh to
intermediate marshes or open water. Bald eagles may also nest in mature pine trees near large
lakes in central and northern Louisiana. Major threats to this species include habitat alteration,
human disturbance, and environmental contaminants. Furthermore, bald eagles are vulnerable to
disturbance during courtship, nest building, egg laying, incubation, and brooding. Disturbance
during these periods may lead to nest abandonment, cracked and chilled eggs, and exposure of
small young to the elements. Human activity near a nest late in the nesting cycle may also cause
flightless birds to jump from the nest tree, thus reducing their chance of survival.

Please be aware that the FWS has developed National Bald Eagle Management (NBEM)
Guidelines to provide landowners, land managers, and others with information and
recommendations to minimize potential project impacts to bald eagles, particularly where such
impacts may constitute “disturbance,” which is prohibited by the BGEPA. A copy of the NBEM
Guidelines is available at:

http://lwww.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/NationalBaldEagleManagementGuidelines.pdf.

Those Guidelines recommend: (1) maintaining a specified distance between the activity and the
nest (buffer area); (2) maintaining natural areas (preferably forested) between the activity and
nest trees (landscape buffers); and (3) avoiding certain activities during the breeding season.
During any project construction, on-site personnel should be informed of the possible presence
of nesting bald eagles in the vicinity of the project boundary, and should identify, avoid, and
immediately report any such nests to this office. If a bald eagle nest occurs or is discovered
within 1,500 feet of the proposed project area, then an evaluation must be performed to
determine whether the project is likely to disturb nesting bald eagles. That evaluation may be
conducted on-line at: http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle. Following completion of the
evaluation, that website will provide a determination of whether additional consultation is
necessary.

On September 11, 2009, the FWS published two federal regulations establishing the authority to
issue permits for non-purposeful bald eagle take (typically disturbance) and eagle nest take when
recommendations of the NBEM Guidelines cannot be achieved. Permits may be issued for nest
take only under the following circumstances where: 1) necessary to alleviate a safety emergency
to people or eagles, 2) necessary to ensure public health and safety, 3) the nest prevents the use
of a pre-existing human-engineered structure, or 4) the activity or mitigation for the activity will
provide a net benefit to eagles. Except in emergencies, only inactive nests may be permitted to
be taken. The Division of Migratory Birds for the Southeast Region of the FWS (phone:
404/679-7051, e-mail: SEmigratorybirds@fws.gov) has the lead role in conducting consultations
and issuance of permits.



Colonial Nesting Birds

The proposed project would be located in areas where colonial nesting waterbirds may be
present. Colonies may be present that are not currently listed in the database maintained by the
LDWEF. That database is updated primarily by monitoring the colony sites that were previously
surveyed during the 1980s. Until a new, comprehensive coast-wide survey is conducted to
determine the location of newly-established nesting colonies, we recommend that a qualified
biologist inspect the proposed work sites (forested wetlands) for the presence of undocumented
nesting colonies during the nesting season. Once the surveys have been conducted, we request
that rookery and nest locations be reported to Patti Holland (337/291-3121) with FWS Field
Office, Lafayette, LA, and to Mr. Mike Seymour (225/765-2281) with the LDWF, Natural
Heritage Program. In addition, for areas containing the nesting wading birds listed below, all
project related activities should correspond with each species project activity window and all
project personnel should avoid affecting them during the breeding season (i.e., the time period
outside the activity window).

Species Project Activity Window
Anhinga July 1 to March 1
Cormorant July 1 to March 1

Great Blue Heron August 1 to February 15
Great Egret August 1 to February 15
Snowy Egret August 1 to March 1
Little Blue Heron August 1 to March 1
Tricolored Heron August 1 to March 1
Reddish Egret August 1 to March 1
Cattle Egret September 1 to April 1

Green-backed Heron September 1 to March 15

Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
White and White-faced Ibis
Roseate Spoonbill

Summary Comments

September 1 to March 1
September 1 to March 15
September 1 to April 1
August 1 to April 1

The Department has a continuing interest in working with the FHWA, LADOTD, and the CAEA
to ensure that impacts to resources of concern to the Department are adequately addressed. For
matters related to Section 4(f) Evaluation and 6(f) resource comments, please coordinate with
Steven M. Wright, NPS Southeast Regional Office, Planning and Compliance Division, at (404)
507-5710, or at Steven_M_Wright@nps.gov . For matters related to FWS comments, please
coordinate with Mr. Joshua C. Marceaux, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, FWS Field Office,
Lafayette, Louisiana at (337) 291-3110, or at Joshua_Marceaux@fws.gov.



We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

Stephen R. Spencer
Regional Environmental Officer

Enclosure

cc: Louisiana Department of Culture Recreation & Tourism, Office of Cultural
Development, Division of Historic Preservation, Baton Rouge, LA
Attn: Nicole Hobson-Morris
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, Baton Rouge, LA
Attn: Noel Ardoin
Capital Area Expressway Authority, Baton Rouge, LA
Attn: Melvin Holden, Chairman
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JTED 57y
ST,

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

RCCCTITVN

2 "REGION 6
g 1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
Y S DALLAS, TX 75202-2733
4 ppot®”
January 20, 2012

Charles Bolinger
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
Louisiana Division

5304 Flanders Drive, Suite A
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Dear Mr. Bolinger:

In accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (CAA),
. the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the Council on Environmental Quality

regulations for implementing NEPA, the U.S. Environmenta] Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6

office in Dallas, Texas, has completed its review of the Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) prepared by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The FHWA
and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development are proposing to construct
anew highway loop, the Baton Rouge Loop, in the Parishes of Ascension, East Baton Rouge,
Iberville, Livingston, and West Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

EPA rates the Tier 1 DEIS as “EO-2", i.e., EPA has Environmental Objections and
Requests Additional Information in the Tier 1 Final EIS (FEIS). EPA’s Rating System Criteria
can be found at: http://www.epa.gov/oecaerth/nepa/comments/ratings.html. Detailed comments
are enclosed with this letter which more clearly identify our concerns and the informational
needs requested for incorporation into the Tier 1 FEIS. Most importantly, the Tier 1 FEIS should
include the full Baton Rouge Loop Implementation Plan as an appendix, as well as incorporate
a more robust evaluation process, allowing for a meaningful comparison of the environmental
impacts associated with each corridor alternative, particularly with regards to wetlands impacts.
No decision on a Preferred Corridor should be made until adequate information is made available
in the Tier 1 FEIS. Responses to comments should be placed in a dedicated section of the Tier 1
FEIS, or its appendices, and should include the specific location where the revision, if any, was
made. If no revision was made, an explanation should be included.

EPA appreciates the opportunity to review the Tier 1 DEIS. Please send our office two
copies of the Tier 1 FEIS and an internet link when it is sent to the Office of Federal Activities,
EPA (Mail Code 2252A), Ariel Rios Federal Building, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20004. Our classification will be published on the EPA website,
www.epa.gov, according to our responsibility under Section 309 of the CAA to inform
the public of our views on the proposed Federal action.

Internet Address (URL) » hitp:/www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable « Prinfed with Vegetable Ol Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minkmum 25% Postconsumer)
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Re: NEPA 309 Review
Baton Rouge Loop Tier I DEIS

3 If you have any Questions or concerns, please contact John MacFarlane of my staff at
macfarlane john@epa.gov or 214-665-7491 for assistance. '

Sincerely,

0 levins
Director
Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division

‘ce:  Carl Highsmith ' _
Federal Highway Administration

Pete J. Serio
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers




DETAILED COMMENTS ON THE
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION’S
TIER 1 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
' FOR THE
BATON ROUGE LOOP in the
PARISHES OF ASCENSION, EAST BATON ROUGE, IBERVILLE, LIVINGSTON
AND WEST BATON ROUGE, LA

BACKGROUND: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) proposes to construct a
high-speed, toll facility project, proposed as a 90 to 105 mile long circumferential controlled
access free-flow toll roadway with two new Mississippi River crossings. Because the project
proposes work in wetlands and structural crossings of various waterways in the project area, a
" Department of the Army permit pursuant to section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) is
required before any construction activities.

~ EPA understands that a Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) focuses on broad
issues over a wide area. However, we feel that the characterization of the project area and its
analysis of impacts to the human and natural environment falls short of National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) intentions. As23 CFR § 771.111 states, “For major transportation actions,
the tiering of EISs as discussed in the CEQ regulation (40 CFR § 1502.20) may be appropriate,
The first tier EIS would focus on broad issues such as general location, mode choice, and
area-wide air quality and land use implications of the major alternatives. The second tier
would address site-specific details on project impacts, costs, and mitigation measures.” As the
regulation states, a first tier EIS should focus on “land use implications of major alternatives.”
No implications or consequences of constructing a major transportation project are analyzed,

" even on a broad scale in the Tier I DEIS. We believe that it does not provide vital information

that would allow for accurate differentiation among alternative corridors.
The following detailed comments are offered for your agency’s consideration:
DETAILED COMMENTS
- Chapter 2 — Alternatives Considered

According to 23 CFR § 771.111(f), each preliminary corridor should have logical termini
and independent utility. This section should define and discuss how and if the preliminary
corridors meet this requirement. -

The Tier I DEIS identifies several sensitive environmental elements, such as Spanish

Lake and the Amite River. Ideally, in determining which corridors would be brought forward for
analysis within the Tier 1 DEIS, a process should have been undertaken that would 1) identify

large scale avo1da.nce areas or constraints, and 2) utilize a computer based optimization tool, such

as GIS or Quantm™ software. It is unclear from the Tier 1 DEIS if any such tools/processes
were utilized. An Implementation Plan study is mentioned several times, and it is EPA’s
understanding that much of the corridor development and refinement occurred within the study.
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Re: Tier I DEIS
Baton Rouge Loop

However, the Implementation Plan is not included as an appendix, leaving the public and
resource agencies unable to determine whether screening of corridor alternatives was done

appropriately. EPA believes it is absolutely necessary that the full Implementation Plan be 35
included in the Tier 1 FEIS in order for reviewers to understand the methodology used for
corridor development. This is a vital consideration when considering the appropriate range 36

of alternatives studied.
Chapter 3 — Project Environment — Resources and Potential Impacts
General Comments

This section should discuss appropriate and applicable laws, regulations, requirements, 37
or Executive Orders and include the responsible agency. It should characterize the natural
environment of the project area and disclose general/broad level environmental impacts of a
major transportation project.”

‘We feel that none of the resources were properly evaluated for impacts and that
comments would be similar for each resource. However, we have included specific comments
related to environmental justice, tribal issues, threatened/endangered species, and wetlands as
impacts to these resources could rise to the level of significant.

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 - Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations states that the EPA, when reviewing environmental
effects of proposed action of other Federal agencies under section 309 of the Clean Air Act,

42 U.8.C. section 7609, shall ensure that the involved agency has fully analyzed environmental
effects on minority communities and low-income communities, including human health, social,

" and economic effects. EPA recommends that an analysis of m1nor1ty and low-income
communities should be included in the Final Tier 1 EIS.

An Environmental Justice analysis will identify minority and low-income populations
within the project area and evaluate project impacts to those communities. ldentification of any
significant low income or minority areas would determine avoidance areas. Thus, corridors
could be routed away from these areas. Furthermore, if these low income or minority areas are
unavoidable, it will provide mitigation efforts to minimize those effects. The Tier 1 DEIS makes = 3g
no assessment on vulnerable communities in any of the alternative arcas.

Tribal Issues

A review of the Cultural Resources section concluded that a distribution list of potentially
affected Federally and State Recognized Tribes in Louisiana was not included. There is one tribe
to the northwest of the project and several iribes to the south of the project that should be
included in the public involvement process :
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Re: Tier [ DEIS _
Baton Rouge Loop

' On February 20, 2009, a solicitation of views was sent out and included the Choctaw .
‘Nation of Oklahoma and Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas. The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
recommended an archeological survey prior to construction and asked that they be allowed to
review the survey.

The one Tribe to the northwest of the proposed project is the Jena Band of Choctaw.
EPA recommends notifying them of the project and including them in any public involvement
processes. - The State also recognizes five coastal Tribes in Louisiana. Those tribes estimate
about 36,000 Tribal members who for over 600 years, have lived near the Louisiana coast.
While consultation with these tribes is not required by the Federal government due to the
non- Federal Recognition status of these Tribes, it would be due diligence to include them in
consultation meetings. At a minimum, these Tribes should have the opportunity to provide
input on the proposed project. Below is the contact information for the Jena Band of Choctaw
and the Coastal Louisiana Tribes:

Jena Band of Choctaw Indians Grand Cailow/Dulac Band of Biloxi-Chitimacha

PO Box 818 Chairwoman Marlene Foret
1052 Chanaha Hina Street 985-709-4161

Jena, LA 70532 www.lctci.com
337-584-1401 :

Point au Chien Indian Tribe | Bayou Lafourche Band of Biloxi-Chitimacha

Chief Albert Naquin Chief Randy Verdun
985-856-5336 - 225-485-8765
www.lctci.com ' - www.lcti.com
~ United Houma Nation Isle de Jean Charles Band of Biloxi-Chitimacha
Chief Thomas Dardar Chief Charles Verdin
985-665-4085 985-232-1286
www.unitedhoumanation.org www.lcti.com

Public Involvement

Chapter 7 outlines the public involvement process. We are very concerned that
underserved populations may not have attended meetings or even be aware of the proposed
project. EPA suggests reviewing FHWA’s Public Involvement Techniques for Transportation .
Decision-making for ways to involve underserved and vulnerable communities and to insure
that these communities have an opportunity to be involved and provide comments.

Air Quality

This section of the Tier I DEIS refers to CFR 40 § 93.126 for an exemption from air
quality conformity modeling at this Tier ! development stage of the project. This is consistent
with EPA and FHWA interpretation of allowable exemptions under CFR 40 § 93.126.-
However, please indicate how estimates of air emissions will be incorporated into the Tier 2
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Re: Tier I DEIS
Baton Rouge Loop

or later development stage of the project, to allow for a greater understanding of the anticipated
magnitude of emissions, and how these emissions will or will not impact air quality for the
Baton Rouge area.

: Effective December 30, 2011, the Baton Rouge area will be redesignated to attainment
of the 1997 8-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) (76 FR 74000,
November 30, 2011). Upon this redesignation, the area will be identified as a maintenance area
for the standard, and still subject to the requirements of transportation and general conformity,
as specified in Clean Air Act 176(c)(5)(B).

_ It should also be noted that EPA expects that the Baton Rouge area will be designated
nonattainment for the 2008 8-hour ozone NAAQS, a more stringent air quality standard

(0.075 ppm) than the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS (0.08 ppm). On December 9, 2011, EPA

~ Region 6 submitted a letter to Governor Bobby Jindal stating EPA’s initial intention to designate

the Baton Rouge area (East Baton Rouge, Ascension, lberville, Livingston and West Baton

Rouge Parishes) as nonattainment of the 2008 ozone standard. The designation process for the

2008 ozone standard will be completed in April 2012. '

Any demolition, construction, rehabilitation, repair, dredging or filling activities have the
potential to emit air pollutants and we recommend best management practices be implemented
to minimize the impact of any air pollutants. Furthermore, construction and waste disposal
activities should be conducted in accordance with applicable local, state and federal statutes and
regulatlons

EPA encourages the use of clean, lower-emissions equipment and technologies to reduce

pollution. EPA's final Highway Diesel and Nonroad Diesel Rules mandate the use of lower-
sulfur fuels in non-road and marine diesel engines beginning in 2007.

Threatened and Endangere_d Species

The Tier ] DEIS identifies several threatened and/or endangered species (T&E) and
their critical habitat that may occur in the project area. It also states that many corridors cross
important and designated critical habitat for these species. Important and critical habitat should
have been included as avoidance criteria in the corridor development process. EPA strongly
recommends that FWHA invite the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to collaborate on establishing
avoidance areas for T&E species 0 as to avoid any unnecessary impacts to these rare and
important species. '

Wetlands

The Tier I DEIS correctly identifies wetland impacts as a potentially significant adverse
environmental effect of the proposed Baton Rouge Loop. Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404
requires that wetland impacts be avoided and minimized to the maximum extent practicable
(with compensatory mitigation to offset unavoidable adverse impacts). This is accomplished

first and foremost through the analys1s of potentlally less environmentally damaging alternatives.
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The rigor of such an alternatives analysis should be commensurate with the magnitude of
potential wetland impacts. A rigorous alternatives analysis appears warranted in this case,
given the size and scope of the proposed loop project and the amount of wetlands in the study
area. Beyond this statutory requirement, the fact that addressing coastal wetland loss in
Louisiana is both a Federal and state priority only serves to increase the importance of avoiding
wetland impacts. While much of the study area is not in the state’s coastal zone, portions of the
proposed project could adversely affect coastal aquatic resources (e.g., such as the Amite River
floodplain as it relates to the Maurepas Swamp and the Pontchartrain Basin). Thus, there is a
need for this proposed project to be consistent with the broader effort to restore coastal
Louisiana. '

The Tier I DEIS does not provide sufficient information to discriminate amongst corridor
sections and corridor alternatives based on potential wetland impacts. In the Tier 1 DEIS,
percentage of wetland land cover relative to total land cover is used as the primary means for
comparing potential wetland impacts among various sections and alternatives. However, the
percentage of wetlands in a given section or alternative does not necessarily correlate with the
actual extent and severity of wetland impacts that would occur if the particular option were
selected. Construction of a roadway in a section with a relatively low percentage of wetland land
cover could in fact result in greater wetland impacts than construction of the road in a section
with a higher percentage of wetland land cover depending on the size and shape of the section
and the distribution of wetlands therein, Moreover, comparing sections or alternatives based
~ solely on percent wetland land cover does not allow for consideration of the condition or

" functional value of wetlands within each option. Eliminating a section or alternative after
having only assessed wetland impacts in terms of percent wetland land cover could rule out less
environmentally damaging options which is contrary to the requirements of CWA Section 404. 43-

According to the Tier I DEIS, a “selected corridor” is to be identified during the Tier 1
DEIS public comment period. It appears that such a selected corridor alternative would then be
 presented in the Tier 1 Final EIS. Tier 2 NEPA documents would focus solely on segments of
the preferred corridor. As noted above, however, the Tier 1 DEIS does not provide sufficient
information to differentiate among corridor alternatives based on potential environmental
impacts. Less damaging corridor alternatives could be eliminated from consideration based on a
faulty assumption regarding the correlation between percent wetland cover and the acreage and
value of potential wetland impacts. Again, in the absence of more detailed information on

potential wetland impacts, it would be premature to identify a preferred corridor alternative.

The Tier 1 EIS for this project would, by definition, not be of the same level of detail
as a traditional EIS. Nevertheless, more information on potential wetland impacts is needed to
identify a preferred corridor alternative. Such additional information should include estimated
* acreage of direct wetland impacts by sections and alternatives, broken down by wetland type. 44
This could be done, for example, by drawing a representative road alignment for each
alternative, based on a common set of assumptions regarding right of ways, water crossings
and so on. While such a representative alignment might not be exactly the same as the actual
alignment to be developed in subsequent phases, it would allow for an approximation and
comparison of the acreage of potential wetland impacts for each alternative given a common
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set of planning assumptions. Locations where the proposed roadway would likely be elevated 45
to reduce wetland impacts should also be identified prior to selection of a preferred corridor

alternative. This would help with the initial assessment of potential indirect nnpacts due to

altered hydrology. . :

There should also be more detail on potential impacts to valuable aquatic resources such 46
as the Spanish Lake area and the Amite River floodplain. Finally, there should be an effort to
identify, at the programmatic level, the functional condition of wetland areas that might be
impacted by the various sections and alternatives under consideration. This might be done, for
example, by identifying and labeling wetland areas based on the degree to which such areas have
been affected by human activities. A highly fragmented, drained or otherwise modified wetland
is presumably of lower condition relative to the same type of wetland in a less degraded state.
Such programmatic assessments can be made using aerial photography in conjunction with local
knowledge and “ground-truthing™ with site inspections. :

Additional wetland impact assessment is necessary and would develop sufficient
information to allow for accurate identification and selection of the least environmentally
damaging corridor alternative, prior to initiation of more detailed analyses on segments of
independent utility.

Once the least environmentally damaging practicable corridor alternative has been
identified, subsequent phases of the NEPA process should rigorously examine ways to avoid
and minimize wetland impacts within the selected corridor alternative (presumably on a
segment-by-segment basis). To that end, EPA recommends the following strategies be
considered:

e Site the road in non-wetland locations to the maximum extent practicable.

¢ Where it is not practicable to avoid wetlands, elevate the road and use end-on
construction to the extent practicable to minimize short- and long-term impacts to
~ wetlands associated with changes in hydrology and other adverse effects.

e Build atop or adjacent to existing roads and other linear rights of way to the maximum
extent practicable. (This helps minimize fragmentation of existing habitat blocks.)

¢ Locate interchanges away from areas where wetlands comprise a significant portion of
the undeveloped landscape. (This can reduce the potential for the proposed road to induce-
or facilitate devclopment in wetlands.) '

Again, however, this more detailed segment-by-segnient analysis of ways to avoid and
minimize wetland impacts should come only afier there has been more effective analysis of the
potential wetland impacts associated with the various sections and alternatlves contained in the
Tier 1 DEIS. :
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For questions regarding wetlands comments, please contact EPA, Region 6 wetlands staff
member, Mr. John Ettinger, at 504-862-1119 or ettinger.john@epa.gov.

Chapter 5 — Comparison and Evaluation of Alternatives

The evaluation and ranking process is vague and confusing. It appears no overarching
evaluation methodology was established. As stated in Section 5.1, “For each individual Unit
Corridor Alternative, evaluation parameters were quantified or a ‘desirability/feasibility” value
assigned. Using best professional judgment, each Corridor Alternative evaluation parameter was
then given a qualitative ranking of High, Medium, or Low on a Unit basis by the Project Team”.
Desirability is subjective and could be construed differently by different evaluators. However,
we understand that “feasibility” in relation to evaluating cost, constructability, and
traffic/transportation improvement is a standard criterion for highway projects and is an
objective evaluation.

The qualitative ranking criteria are confusing. The Tier I DEIS rankings are high (H),
medium (M), and low (L). Where H is the best/most desirable and L is worst/least desirable.
However, in most cases, H would denote higher impacts and L. would denote mean lower
‘impacts. Perhaps a numerical ranking would be more appropriate. However, we believe the
" evaluation and ranking process is flawed. Resources such as wetlands, prime farmlands, and
developed land are evaluated solely on percentage of the resource within the corridor. As stated
in the Wetlands comments, the percentage of a particular resource in a given section or
alternative does not necessarily correlate with the actual extent and severity of impacts to
that resource. Beyond percent coverage, there is very little explanation of the methods used to
apply the data and evaluate the corridors. In order for reviewers to be able to make a meaningful
‘comparison of the environmental impacts associated with each corridor alternative, it is
necessary that a more robust and detailed evaluation process be used. Based on the potential for -
significant impacts to Section 404 and other environmental resources, and the expanse of indirect
and cumulative impacts of the project, EPA recommends forming a more meaningful and useful
evaluation and ranking methodology. This could be accomplished by compiling a GIS database
of various datasets and imposing a scoring structure on the data using various mathematical
formulas. '

We suggest reviewing the Geographic Information System Screening Tool (GISST)

~ User’s Manual for guidance on how to develop an environmental assessment identification and
prioritization tool for the Baton Rouge Loop project. GISST is a system that uses GIS coverage

“and imposes a scormg structure on this data so that decisions can be made. The scoring structure
consists of criteria, using 1 as a low concern and 5 as a high concern. An internet link to the
GISST User’s Manual is provided here: hitp://www.epa.gov/region6/6en/xp/enxp2a3a.htm.
Another tool that could be used is the Regional Ecological Assessment Protocol (REAP). REAP
is used to identify important ecological areas that should be avoided. REAP information is used
to aid in project planning and scientific research, ultimately leading to better environmental
assessments, improved understandmg, and enhanced decision-making. We can provide the

"REAP GIS data upon request for use in project development and in determining avoidance areas.
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EPA is concerned how a Preferred Alternative will be selected before the Tier 1 FEIS.
The Tier 1 DEIS should have included an explanation as to how this will occur. It is mentioned
in the document that several corridors would be appropriate to eliminate based on public and
_ stakeholder input. It would be useful to clearly summarize public and stakeholder input if that
- will be utilized as an evaluation criteria.

In summary, there is insufficient information in the Tier 1 DEIS to enable differentiation
among sections and alternatives. It would be premature to eliminate sections and/or alternatives
from further consideration without having more accurately assessed potential adverse impacts to
the various resources. To address these inadequacies, EPA believes that, at the minimum, the
Tier 1 FEIS should include the full Baton Rouge Loop Implementation Plan as an appendix, as
well as incorporating a more robust evaluation process, allowing for a meaningful comparison
of the environmental impacts associated with each corridor alternative, particularly with regards
to wetlands impacts. No decision on a Preferred Corridor should be made until appropriate
information is made available to EPA and the public in the Tier 1 DEIS or Tier 1 FEIS.
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concerns we raised with the Tier 1 DEIS’ reliance on percent wetland cover to discriminate
among alternatives. For example, Table 4-3 in TM-2 shows that corridors with relatively low
percent wetland cover could nevertheless have a greater acreage of wetlands. Additionally, TM-
2 does not provide any information on the functional condition of wetlands in the different
corridors. As stated in our comments on the Tier 1 DEIS, there are several methods that could be
developed to assess the functional conditions of wetlands without ground-truthing. Wetland
functionality could be based on contiguous acreage (fragmentation) and/or proximity to
developed areas. Areas of high fragmentation (transportation corridors) could be assumed to
have lower functionality than areas of large contiguous acreage. Occurrence of rare, threatened,
or endangered species in a wetland area could be a good indicator of high wetland functionality.

Thus, the TM-2 does not provide sufficient information on wetland impacts to allow for
the accurate selection of a least environmentally damaging practicable alternative. Consistent
with our comments on the Tier 1 DEIS, additional analysis on potential wetland impacts should
be conducted prior to the elimination alternatives discussed in the Tier 1 DEIS.

Finally, note that TM-2 contains a misinterpretation of the CWA Section 404 requirement
pertaining to selection of the least damaging alternative. Specifically, on page 2-39, the
memorandum contains the following statement: “The guidelines also require applicants to seek
the least damaging most practical alternative and to mitigate for any unavoidable impacts to
wetlands.” This is incorrect. The CWA Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines mandate that the Corps of
Engineers can only permit the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative.
Practicability is defined in terms of cost, logistics, and existing technology. Practicability, in this
sense, is a yes or no question, There is no allowance or flexibility to select a more damaging
alternative because it might be seen as something that is “most” or more practicable than another
alternative.

Corridor Evaluation

Although Table 4-5, located on page 2-51, is a good graphic representation of corridor
impacts, it is basing those impacts only on percentage of land cover, number of facilities, or
number of water crossings. As stated in our Tier 1 DEIS comments, we suggest a more robust
and detailed evaluation process be used. We also suggested that a more meaningful screening
criteria be utilized that would place a score or value on various environmental resources so as to
better rank corridors for impacts. The TM-2 did not provide the additional information that we
requested in our comment letter.

Technical Memorandum No. 6 (TM-6) — Public and Agency Outreach

As mentioned in the Tier 1 DEIS, several corridors would be appropriate to eliminate or
carry forward for analysis based on public and stakeholder input. As stated in our comment
letter, it would be useful to clearly summarize public and stakeholder input if that will be utilized
as an evaluation criteria. A summary of publie and agency meetings is not included in TM-6.
Without a summary, it is difficult to distinguish a trend, either a preference for or against a
certain corridor alternative.
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