ST, MARTIN PARISH
MAITLING T.IST

SENATOR CRAIG F ROMERC
(DISTRIGT 22)-

300 IBBRIA STRIET

NEW IBERIA LA 70550-4543

ST MAHTIN PARISH SHERIFF
ST MARTIWVILLE LA 70552

FEDERARL ¥PROG REV COORD
ACADIANA REG CLEARINGHQUSE
BCQ BOX 80Q70 5
LAFRYETTE LA 70509

SENATUR DONALD R LHAVIVS
(DISTRICT 24)

200 WEST PINE ETRERT
LAFAYETTE LA 70§01

5T MARTIN IBERIA LAFAYRTTE

FLOCTELAIN ADMINISTRATOR

ST MRRTIN PARISH FCLICE JURY
PC BCY 9

ST MARTINVILLE LA 70582

REP SYDNI® MAZ DUBRAND
(DISTRICT 44)

1168 SOUTH THEATRE STREET
ST MARTINVILLE L& 70582

BEP ELTAS “BO” ACKAL J%
(DISTRICT 43)

P O BOX 13408

NEW IBERIA TA 70582~3408

REP ERROL HROMCE ROMERO
300 IEERIA STREET SUITE 2326

‘NEW IBERIA LA 70560-4543

SMILE COMMUNITY ACTION AGCY
PO BCX 32413

LAFAYETTE LA 70538

LA DEPT QF NATURAL RESCURCES
COASTAL MANAGEMENT OIVISIONW
PC BOX 44487

BATON EOUGE LA 708404

ST MARTIW PARISH POLICE JURY
PO BOX -9
ST MARTINVILLE LA 70582

DPT QF THE BARMY
N QO DIST CORPS OF ENGINEERS
BQ BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS LA 70180~-0247

REER JACH D SMITH °

_(DISTRICT 50}

500 MAIN STREET
RCOM 304
FRANKLIN LA 70392

ST MARTIN PRRISHE SCHQOL
BCARD i

PO BCX 859

ST MARTINVILLE LA 70582
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LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERIFF
LAFAYETTE LA 70802

REF WILFRED PIERRE
(DISTRICT 44)

730 ARTHUR STREET
LAFAYETTE LA 70507

CURTIS F HOGLAM/LAF ECON .
2014 WEST PINHOOK ROAD
SUITE 100

LAFAYETTE LA 70508-328%

LAFAYETTE SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DIST OF LA

805 JEFFERSON BLVD SUITE 310 _

WHITNEY NATIOMAL BANK BLGG
LAFAYETTE LA 70605

LAFAYETTE CONSOUDATED
GOVERNMENT
METROFOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION

P O BOX 4017-C

101 EAST CYFPRESS STREET
LAEAYETTE LA 70501

JOHN GIBSGN

LA ARCHAEOQLOGICAL SOCIETY
12C BETA DRIVE

LAFAYETTE LA 70502

SENATOR DCONALD R CRAVINS
(DISTRICT 24

2C0 WEST PINE STREET
LAFAYETTE LA 70501

AFAYETTE PARISH CIVIL DEFENSE
RECTOR '
0 BOX 32586

LAFAYETTE LA 70502

REP JERRY LUKE LEBLANC
(DISTRICT 45)

P O BOX 453

LAFAYETTE LA 70BGZ2

SENATOR MIKE MICHOT
(DISTRICT 23)

2014 WEST PINHOOK RCAD
LAFAYETTE LA 70588

LAFAYETTE CITY-PARISH COUNCIL
P G BGX 4017-C
LAFAYETTE LA 70502

REP CLLARA BAUDOIN

(BISTRICT 39)
1207 MARD! GRAS
CARENCRO LA 70520

ST MARTIN 1BERIA LAFAYETTE
SMILE COMMUNITY ACTION-AGCY
P O BOX 3343

LAFAYETTE LA 70538

REF GIL.L FINAC
{DISTRICT 42)

3125 PINHOCK ROAD
LAFAYETTE LA 70808
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DPT OF THE ARMY

N O DIST CORPS OF EMGINEERS

F O BOX 680257
NEW ORLEANS LA 701580-0287

FLOCDPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR
CHARLENE PICARD

101 EAST CYPRESS
LAFAYETTE LA 70501-7021

FLOGCOPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR

- LAFAYETTE PARISH PQOLICE JURY

P 0 BOX 4017-C
LAFAYETTE LA 70502

MR LEERQY DUGAS
TRANMSIT MANAGER
CGOLT

P O BOX 4Q17-C
LAFAYETTE LA 708502

SENATGR FRED HOYT
(DISTRICT 28)

- COURTHQUSE BUILDING

100 N STATE STREET SUITE 150
ABBEVILLE LA 70510

MR WALTER COMEAUX
FORBROX 247 .
BROUSSARD LA 70518

MR BOBBY CASTILLE
1515 CARMEL AVENUE
LAFAYETTE LA 70501

MF LOUIS BENJAMIN JR
201 OVEY DRIVE
LAFAYETTE LA 70801

" M® JERRY TRUMPS

101 JANET CIRCLE
LAFAYETTE LA 70506

MR DARYL SCHOUEST
§24 ROSEDOWN LANE.
LAFAYETTE LA 70503

MR TED ARDOIN
417 RUE NOVEMERE
SCOTT LA 70583

MR CHRIS WILLIAMS
208 SOUTH WASHINGTOM STREET
LAFAYETTE LA 70801

MA LENWOOD RROUSSARD
100 THRASHER STREET

- LAFAYETTE LA 705085

MR ERNIE ALEXANDER
301 LEONPACHER ROAD
LAFAYETTE LA 70808

MR RANDALL MENARD
100 RUSTBURG DRIVE
LAFAYETTE LA 70508

CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF LAFAYETTE

P O 80X 4017-C
LAFAYETTE LA 70502

Environmental Impact Statement: Lafayette Regional Airport to LA 88 5-23



OPELOUSAS-5T LANDRY

- CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PO BOX 108

OPELCUSAS LA 70571-010%
REPRESENTATIVE ERMIE ALEXAMDER
(DISTRICT 43) )
307 LECNPACHER ROAD

LAFAYETTE LA . 705808

SEMATOR CRAIG RCMERQ
{CISTRICT 22) _

300 IBERIA STREET #B-150Q
NEW IBERIA LA 70580-4543
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IBERIS PARISH MAILNG LIST

IBERIA SCil & WATER
CONSERVATION DIST OF LA
2817 NORTHSIDE ROAD #3800
NEW ISBERIA LA 70563-0930

SENATOR DONALD R CRAVINS
(DISTRICT 24)

200 WEST FINE STREET
LAFAYETTE LA 70501

FEDEAMAL PROG REV CGORD

ACADIAMA REG CLEARINGHQUSE
PO BOX 30G70 -
LAFAYETTE LA 70808

LA DPT OF NATURAL RESQURCES

- COASTAL MANAGEMENT DIVISION

PO BOX 44487
BATON ROUGE LA 70804

DPT OF THE ARMY

N O DIST CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P O BOX 80267

NEW ORLEANS LA 70160-0267

IBERIA FARISH SCHOOL BOARD
200 BCHOOL BOARD DRIVE
NEW IBERIA LA 70860

IBERIA PARISH GOVERNMENT
300 IBERJA STREET, SUITE 410
NEW |BERIA LA 70580

IBERIA PARISH SHERIFF

COURTHCUSE BUILDING
300 IEERIA STREET - 137 FLOOR
NEW IBERIA LA 70880

SENATOR CRAIG F ROMERO
ADISTRICT 23)
300 IBERIA STREET, SUITE 8-1 S[e)

MEW [BERIA LA 70560

FLOODPLAIN ADMIMISTRATOR
IBERIA PARISH GOVERNMEMT

F O BOX 870

NEW IBERIA LA 70861-0870

HEP TROY T H HEBERT
{DISTRICT 48)

P Q BOX 981
JEANERETTE LA 70544

‘AEP ERROL “ROMO*“ ROMERQO

300 IBERIA STREET SUITE A328
NEW IBERIA LA 70560-4543
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SOLICITATION OF VIEWS
ADDITIONAL CONTACTS

Lafayette Paxish

Greater Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Rob Guidry '
P O Box 51307 .

* Lafayette, LA 70505-1307

Chairman

Lafayette Airport Commission
200 Terminal Drive ]
Lafayette, LA 70508-2159

Lafayette Convention and Visitors Commission
P.O. Box 52006
Lafayette, LA 70505

St. Martin Parish

LeTriomphe Golf & Country Club
Homeowner's Association '
- ATTN: Chuck Wood, President

PO Box 153

Broussard, LA 70518

Iberia Parish

Greater Iberia Chamber of Commerce
Mary Ellen Wilke

. President, CEQ

111 W. Main Street

New Iberia 70560

Iberia Parish Convention and Visitors Bureau
2704 Highway 14
New Iberia, LA 70560 ;

St. Mary Parish

Mr. T erry Broyles
Director

Kemper Williams Park and Patterson Civic Center

P.O. Box 1199
Patterson, LA 70392

(337) 266-4400

(800) 634-9443

(337) 233-6000
(work)

(337) 364-1836

(337) 365-1640

(504) 395-8313

5-26
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Ms. Carrie Stansbury

Executive Director _
Cajun Coast Visitors and Convention Bureau
P.O. Box 2332 ' :
Morgan City, LA 70381

Tberia, Lafayette, St. Martin and St. Maxy Parishes Parishes

Mr. Stan McGee

Program Vanager

Acadiana Regional Development District
P.0. Box 90070

Lafayette, LA 70501

Tim Huya .

Manager Public Projects
Burlington Northern Santa Fe
3800 North Main Street

Fort Worth, Texas 76179

(504) 395-4905

(337) 886-7782

(817) 352-2902

En_v.ironmantal Impact Statement: Lafayette Regional Airport to LA $8
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Responses
to the
Solicitation of Views






o T ANGELLE

Poaviah Presidene

Uise sttt CHRETIEN

: tivecor of Adminismanon

SUEANNE BLANCHARD

Rirecwr of Finance

ST. MARTIN PARISH GOVERNMENT.

P.O. BOX 9 « ST, MARTINVILLE, LA TG54
33I7.394.2200 « 337.332.3536 - FAX: §37.394.22021

Deceraber 4, 2000

Louisiaga Department of Tragsportation and Development
Environmental Engineer Administrator

Post Office Box 94245

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9243

RE:  State Project No. 700-59-0230
- F.A.P.No. [-49- 1(057)
[-49 South
Route US 90
Lafayette Reglonal Airport to Route LA 88
Lafayette, St. Martin and [beria Parishes

[ am writing on behalf of St. Martin Panish in response to the Solicitation of View issued by
the Department for the reterenced project

On Wednesday May 29, [ met with representatives of Frederic R. Harris, Inc. and C.H.
Fenstermaker and Associates, Inc., who serve as the Department’s consultants on this project,
They provxch.d an overview of th.l. [-49 South project and their presenmnon was very helpful

in targeting issues of concern to St. Martin Parish.

I would like to speciﬁcally address the possible relocation of LA 92. As we understand the |-
49 South project scope, it includes a study-of the relocation of LA 92 east of US 90.  Since
any relocation of LA 92 east of US 90 would affect St. Martin Parish, the parish has a direct
interest in this aspect of the [-49 pra_[ect and we have a specific proposal as to how this
should be achieved. .

As part of the Parish's Economic Development Plan, St. Martin Parish has submitted a pre-
application to the Economic Development Administration (EDA) for the construction of an a
200+ acre industrial park. The parish is proposing that LA 92 be relocated from it current
route to a route traversing though the new industrial pack. The relocated LA 92 would link
with existing US 90 approximately 4,500 fest south of the current LA 92 east intersection.
Qur pmpobai to the EDA includes commitments from landowners for dedication of the right-
of-way for relocation of LA 92. A copy of our proposal to EDA is attached, whu.h includes
details on how this can bg achieved.

St. Martin Parish believes that the planning for these twa important projects, our industrial
park and I-49 South, should be undertaken concurrently to the benefit of both tha Department

_ and the Parish. Further, planning for <49 South should include CDn\ldErﬂ.ﬂOﬂ for an

interchange in assceiation with relocated LA 92 east.
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—
We would like to schedule & meeting with the Department at the earliest conveniencs fo ‘ ;
review schedule and funding issues common to both projects. - ' |
| -~ ‘ |
[ -

With kindest regards,

/
/Scmi A. Angelle
Parish; President &
ce St. Martin Parish Council
Senator Craig Romero : ;
~ State Rep. Sydnie Mae Durand - -
Dr. Kam K. Movassaghi g j :
Barry Brupbacher —
Ivan Meistovich -
Richard Delahioussaye
-
e
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EXTRACTS TAKIEN FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ST. MARTIN PARISH £ DU'NCIL-
REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBLER 5, 2000 _ : _ )
- A motion was made by Fred Mills, Jr. and seconded by Guy Corﬁlier that

the following resolution
be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 00-091RS

WHEREAS, there is a great need for an interstate exchange on “proposed 149" route in
St. Martin Parish.

NOW, TI-IEI‘\_EFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the St. Martin Parish Council does her
respecttully request that the Department of Transportation and Development
at leust one interstate exchange on the “proposed [-49"

eby
1ake provisians for
route within St. Martin Parish, Louisiana. _

This Resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: _Gu)} Cormier, Odell Trahan, Mike Huval, Lloyd Higginbotham, Fred Mills, Ir
Pat Cluse and Robert Ray. ' . :
NATYS: None,

ABSTAIN: Noge,

ABSENT: Thomas Nelson and James Hebert (excused).

And the Resolution was declared adopted this 5th day of September, 2000.

ﬂ:ﬁﬂ***?ﬁ:ﬁ*a!#*ﬁ

L, YVYETTE T. GREIG, CLERK OF THE ST, MARTIN PARISH COUNCIL, do
hereby certily that this is a true and carrect copy of the Resolution adopted by the St. Martin Parish
Council, in Regular Session convened on the 5

querum was present.

GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE, this 2, § 4 |
dayor_ (Watile

, =2ngo , St. Martinville, Louisiana,

day of September, 2000, at which meeting a

YVEATE T. GREIG, CLERK /
S? ; [ARTIN PARISH COUNCIL
u/ . .
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TRAFFIC & TRANSPGRTATION DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ' '

TEL: (313) 291-3342

FAX: (218) 291-3653

1512 UNTVERSITY AVENUE

?. 0. BOX 4017-C

LAFAYETTE, LOUTSIAN A 70302

December 14, 2000

Mr. Vincent G. Russo, Jr. :
Environmental Engineer Administrator
LaDOTD

P. O. Box 94245

Batcn Rouge, LA 70804-9243

Re: Solicitation of Views .
State Project No. 700-99-0230
Federal .i.id Project No. [-49-1(057)
149 South . :
Route: US 90 -
Lafayette Regional Airport to Route LA 38
Lafayette, St Martin & Iberia Parishes

Dear Mr, Russo: . !

In response to your recemt request for comments ragagding the above referecced subject, copy

attached for ease of reference, I cffer the following abbreviated recommendstions: " g

s Recommend the use of x-type interchanges in order to minimize potential waffic congestion at the
major interchanges with I—?LS , g '

* Recommend the use of on'e-wa? frontage roads 1o simplify wafiic operations and increase
capacity. Facilides such as those recommended are used extensively in Texas and are extremely
effective in enhancing safety, convenience and efficiency. -

» The apgroahh lanes of the cne-way frontage roads should be 2 .minimum of thres lanes plus

appropriate deceleration lane for U-furn movements, Each frontage road approach should inchide
€ potential for dual [eft num lanes and two through lanes 2ach direction. - -

CATQ BE MAILED 000\ 2-Decarsbia 001 2-24- BT T litication aldena 149, 1omy.dae

5332
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Mr. Viocent G Russg, Jr,
Ta ‘ :
&

it
ge 2
=

December 14, 2000

If you nesd additional informstion, please comast me at (337) 291-8345,

ran ﬁ,ﬁf "8, PT.0E
e 15 & Trrm;pansti_qn

:. Glenn Weber (w/attachment)
John Raines (w/attachment)
Mike Hollier (w/attachment)
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P. C. Box 2840
1010 tlarcin Seresc

Packs, Louisiana 70582 STATE OF LDUISU—\NA
E-Mail: lacep046@ lagisseaca.la.us

Telephone: (137) 845-4240 « (337) 364-3(42 HOUSE QF REP RESD\ITATTVE.:
(8C0) 159-3142

Fax: (337) 845-4095 SYDNIE \«[ DUR.AND
. : Disaice 46

October 5, 2000

Mr. William “Bill" Fontenat, District Administrator
Department of Transportation and Development
Post Offics Box 3648

Lafayette, LA 70502

Dear Mr. Fontenaot;

Vice Chairman, Waya aad Means
Houwe Execucive Commitras
Agricultuze
Health and Weifare

REFERANLEA 70 -

FERAED FOR ACTION |
SHSTIER FOR MY SIGHATURE
FaR ﬂi.‘:’.

FOS YOUR INFORMATION

RETURY TO ME
™ EASE SES A

AIR RDMSH & TURTHER HARCUHNS
FOR. AFPRAVAL

CPLEASE ADVISE ME
BY DATE
BY CATE
BY LaTE

[ am writing this letter requesting that an off-ramp be considered in St. Martin
Parish during any planning for the completion of the 1-49 corridor. This letter may
be premature, but this off-ramp is very critical to the future growth of St Martm

Parish.

Fresently plans are being developed by the St. Martin Parish Council to create
a 200 acre industrial park in the vicinity. ‘This development will Jmmedlately become

the economic devnlopment “hot spot” for Acadiana.

Flease place this requeat on file and add my name to any rna[l outs for future

public meetings.

Sincerely,

/f’-fg & g?‘l.---’{

Slydnie Mae Durand
State Representative
District 46

SMD/sbd

pc Scott Angelle, Parish President
Thomas Nelson

13

A
]

Sh

91
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- State o Touisiang
OFFIcE @F THE LIZUTENANT GAVERMOR
DEPARTMENT aF CULTURE, RECREZATION & Toualsm
’ CFricx or CULTUNAL DEYZILOPMENT
DIVIAION ar ARCHARQLOCT

HATHLIRN BaniNzaud BLanca
LIEUTINANT GOVEANQR

December 22, 2000

Mr. Vincemt G, Russa, Ir.

Louistana Department of
Transportation and Develcpment

P.0O. Box 94245 : :

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

Re: State Projest No. 700-99-0230
Federal Aid Project No. I-49-1(057)
149 South :
Route U.S. 50 o
Lafayette Regional Airport to Route LA 38
Lafayette, St. Martin, and Iheria Parishes, LA

"Dear Mr, Ru_sso:

‘PHILLI® J, Jomga
SECRETAQRY

Sxnari Hosoy

(i
i
¥
i
!
i

ASSIETANT SECHETAR‘I:

Reference i3 made to the Solicitztion of Views for the above project, dated November 9, 2000.

“We have compl
" to offer.

eted our raview of the preliminery project plans and have the following comments

It is our understandiﬁg that a Phase T cultural resources survey is currently being conducted for
this project. Consequently, we wish to withheld comments on project effect an historic properties
pending completion ¢f the survey and submittal of a repart of findings to this cffice for review.

In the meantime, if we may provide any assistance in this endeavor, do not b
staff in the divisions of Archaeology and Histaric Preservation.

Sincerely,

G b

State Historic Preservation Officer

GH:PR:3

PO, Box 44247 + SBaToN ROucE, Lavisianas 7O8Q4-4247 4 PHanNg {222) 2a2-3 170 »

AN EquAy QPACATUMITY ENPLAYER
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Post Officé Box 58000 o Governar
Baton Rouge, LA 7G898-90C0

W

Smte of Lonisiana ’ . 3
Deparrment of Transportation and Development

P.0. Bax 94245

Baron Rouge, Louisiana 70204-5345

Sezrstary

RE:  State Project No, 700-95-0230
Federal Ajd Project No. I-49-1(057)
149 South
Pout=: US 90
Lafayetts Regional Airport to Roue LA 38
Lafayette, St. Martim, and Ibecia Parishes

Dear.Mr. Russo:

Persannel of the Habitat Section af the Fur and Refuge Division have reviewed the preliminary
“» for the captioned project. In reviewing our database no threatened ot endangered speciesar
critical hahitat for threatenad or endangered specics Were found within the area of the captioned
project. No state or federal parky, wildlife refuges, scenic streams, or wildlife management 2reds ase
knawn at the specified site. : ] :

) The Louisiana Namral Herdeage Program has compiled data on rare, endangered, ar atherwise
significant plant and animal species, plant communites, and other matural feaniras throughout. the state
of Louisiana, Heritage reports summarize the existing information known at the time of the request
regarding the lacation in question. They should not be considered final statzments oo the biological
elements or areas baing considered, nar should they be substaued for an-site surveys required far

environmensal assessments, The Louisiana Nawral Hefitage Program requires that this offics be
acknowledged in all reparts as the source of all data provided here. '

Sincerely,

. ; Gary ’ agter, Aogor ils
: Mamral -Hegitage Program

GDL:gdl . -
enclosurs: Invoice # 01013101

Aa Equal Oppo'r‘t'u:nipy Emplayer
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

7 PO BOX 3848
LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA T0302 .
(337) 2e2-5100 FAX (337) 28282850
M. 1. “MIKE" FOSTER, JB. .
GOVERNOR
February 1, 2001
MEMORANDUM TO

MR. VINCE RUSSO
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER ADMIMISTRATOR

ATTN: M. Michelle Deshutels

RE: .I-—‘iE} Connectar

DEPARTMENT @F iRﬁM‘"‘POrﬁT}\TiGﬁ AND DEVELOPMEMT

| KAM X MOVASSAGI

Plesse find enclosed conxspondsnca fmm Mr. Gr:"ory Robeﬁw Director cf Aviation far

the Lafayette Airport Conumission.

Mr. Roberts informs of T unpr:wemems that wﬂl be occurring at the Laﬁa.ye.tte Regional
port provided by the Federal Aviaticn Administration that may have some impact in the project
R ¥ P POl

developmmt of the I-49 Cmmectm'

We eppreciate Mr, Rnburts imterest rmd imvolvement in this project and in the bette:me.mt

.of his community.
Yours very truly,

- WILLIAM K. FONTENOT, JR.
. DISTRICT ENGINEER ADMINISTRAT

WKE/vh _
Pz Mr. Gregory Rnbe:ta

Mr. Bill Temple

Mr. Tony Tramel

M. Mike Hollier

Mr. Bab Schmidt — HNTB -

Mr, Guy Leonard

Reading Files

AN EQUAL CPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
A DRLG FREE WORKFLACE
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| AFAYETTE AIRPORT COMMISSION

LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT

January 13, 2001

. NOTED
JaN 19 7001

Mr. Bill Fonrenot )

District Engineer ; ‘ S woemn
Louisiana Department of Transporodon & Development ; : :

P.O. Box 3643 . _- :

Lafayetts, LA 70502 ., P

Dear Myr_Fonrsmet:.

As we discussed at the recent joint commitzes meeting on the referenced subject, the Lafayette
Regional Airport was identified, in the Federal FY 2001 Budget, as the recipient of an Instrument
Landing System (ILS) to be provided and malnmined by the Federal Aviation Adminisuadon (FAA).
The additional syszem, which will szzve runway 4R (RWY 4R)is comprised of two major components, -
a localizer antenna, which is located in this case at the north end of the airport, and 3 glide slope
antenma, which will be generally locazed spproximately 1000 feet down the appropriate runway. [t
is the potrnzizl impact of the glide slope on the referenced praject that needs 2o be broughr forward.

-Currendy, the approaches 1o RWT 4R require a 34;1 clearance slope, i.2. no obsmdle can penctrate
that 34:1 area. Examplesinclude trees, buildings, signs, ete. The aiteria foran IS is a 50:1 slope,
which is significantly more resmrictve concerning helghts and proximity to the runway. Asthe 149
Connector moves into the pre-design phase, please insiure that this inforinarion is part of the planning -

cycle.
If you ne=d additional ipfofmndnn or clarification, please call,

Sincerely, _
LAFAYETTE AIRPORT COMMISSION

mef AL )

e Yy
- Diréctor of Aviation =

GMR/ e

e Tony Trammell, ’lbrjﬂi: Eﬁzgin:a*:{, Tafyene Consolidated Government
Mike Hollier, Manager, Planniay, Zbhéd & Cades
_ 2‘:{5.!:1: Saupp, ADQ/FAA

7

s R e n . ARORS, e LAFAVEGTE, LA yoeni.onEa

& ma a4 ww - n
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE B T
646 Cajundome Blvd. 3 D@QQ =[I2E3)
Suite 400

Lafayette, Louisiana 70506
September 20, 2000

Mr. Barry Brupbacher
Frederic R. Harms, Inc.

1555 Poydras Street, Suite 1860

New Orleans, Louisiana 70112
Dear Mr. Brupbacher:

Please reference your September 15, 2000, letter announcing the initial scoping meeting for State
Project No. 700-99-0230, F.AP. No. I-49- 1(057). - The proposed project would consist oftwo
segments of US Highway 90 that will be upgraded to interstate highway standards as the . '
extension of US Interstate-49. Segment 1 extends from the Lafayette Regional Airport to
Louisiana Highway 88 in Lafayette, St. Martin, and Iberia Parishes. Segment 2 extends from the
Wax Lale Outlet to Berwick in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has reviewed the information provided, and offers the following comments in accordance with
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as ameunded; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

A Lll‘f’t: portion of Segment 2 is Iot.u.ted within habitat Chdt is known to be ocuupled. by the
Louisiana black bear (Ursus americanus luteolus), Federally listed as a threatened sub- -species:
The Louisiana black bear is primarily associated with forested wetlands; however, it utilizes a
variety of habitat types, including marsh, spoil barks, and upland ['ure:;t:.. Within lorested
.wetlands, black bear habitat requirements include food, primarily in the form of soft and hard
mast, thick vegetation for escape cover, vegetated corridors for dispersal, large trees for den sites,
and isolated areas for refuge from human disturbance. Remaining Louisiana black bear
populations occur in the Tensas River Basin, the Upper Atchafalaya River Basin, and coastal St.
Mary and Iberia Parishes. The prunary threat to this species is lhe continued loss of bottomland
hardwonds, fragmentation of remaining forested tracts, and human-caused mortahtv leim:, lHEUJ.]
killing and aumdenml collisions with motor vehicles).

A Service representative will attend the October 4 scoping meeting in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments during the preliminary stages of the
proposed project, and we look forward to participating in the meeting. If you need further
assistance, please contm:t Brigette Decoteau (318/291-3108) of this office.

) erely, @f/
o x ‘ wfﬁf |

; ——R—,_‘J_;—," Rusa&ll G. Wataon
i N v Acting Field Supervisor

ce: LDWF, Natural Heritage Progmi:n, Baton Rouge, LA
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United States Department of the Interior
FISE AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
§4$ Cajundorzs Blvd, ;
Suue 43 l-‘
Lafayells, Lovisiaaa 70508
December 19, 2000 ’
!
Mr. Vincent G. Russo, Ir.
Environmental Enginesr Administrator ."
Loulsians Department of Transportation and Development .
'P.O. Box 94245 :
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-5245 .
§ L
Dear Mz, Russo:
Please reference your November 9, 2000, letters requesting our review of State Praject Na 700- =

99-0230, FAP. No, I-49-1(057). The proposed project wauld cansist of twa segments of U.S.
Highway 90 that will be upgraded to interstate highway standards as the extensien of U.8, i
[nterstate Highway 49. Segment 1 extends frem the Lafayette Regional Alrpaort to Louisiana i
Highway 83 in Lafayette, St. Martin, and Ibera Parishes, Louisiana. Segment 2 extends Tom the
Wax Lake Qutlet to Barwick in St, Mary Parish. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed ‘
the information provided, and offers te following comments in accordance with the Endangered : <
Species Act of 1973 (87 Siat, 884, as amended; 16 U.8.C. 1531 et seq.). A

A substantial particn of Segment 2 is located within an area that ia kmaws 1 be occupied by the

Louisiana black bear (Ursus americanus luteolus), Federally listed as a threatened sub-speaiss.
The Louisiana black bear is primarily associated with forested wetlands: ho wever, it utilizes a
variety of habitat types, including marsh, spoil banks, and upland forests. Within forested (d

wetlands, black bear habitat requirements include food (primarily in the form of saft and hard
mast), thick vegetation for escape caver, Vegetated corridors far dispersal, large tess for den ‘
sites, and isolated aveas for refugs from human disturbance. Remaining Louisiana black bear -\
populations occur in the Tensas River Basin, the Upper Atchafalaya River Basin, and coastal St.
Mary and Tberiz Pariches. The primary threat to this species is the continued loss of battamland
bardwoods, Tragmentation of remaining forested tracts, and human-caused rnorality (e.g., illegsl
killing and dccidental collisicns with mator vehicles), ' '

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Plan for the Louisiana hlack bear (written in
coordination with the Black Bear Conservation Coramittes) stafes that recavery aof that subspecies

is contingent upon establishment of st least two viable subpopulations (one in each the Tensas and
Atchafalaya River Basins) and the establishment and maintenange of carridors that would allow

for immigration and emigration between these subpopulations. The Atchafalaya River Basin
Subpopulation is also divided inta a northern and southern population separated by the existing

U.S. Highway 90, urban develepment, and agricultural areas. Providing safe access for bears

across Highway 90 would substanfially _‘i:,ene_ﬁ:. the Service's efforts ta reconnect twa isolated -

5-40 Environmental [mpact Statement: Lafayette Regional Adrport to LA 88



brecding populations and to mest essential ertepa for recovery of that subspeci=s, The Sernce’s
Recovery Plan specifically addresses id=ntfeation of Tecovery.blocks acd corridors 2s well as
development and implementatian of raad management gnidelines. AsU.S. Highway 90 is
upgraded to interstate highway specifications, ssnetic cxchange bebwvesn the fwe Atchafalaya
{ver Basin subpopulations will become mere difficult, if nac impossible, witho
safs-passage comidors. Our office has tnforraally consulted with representatives from C.H.
Fenstermaker and Asscciates, Inc., and Frederic R Harris, Inc., environmenta) consultants for the
current proposal, regarding installation of large mammal passageways ben
comidar. We urgs the Lonisjana Department of Transportation and Develapment and the Faderal
Highway Administration to evaluate the patsndal far including lacgs mammal corridars inte the

farthcoming interstate upgrade and construetion and would like 10 work with you toward this
‘ead. '

eath the bighway

Many derails conceming posaible project impacts on fish and wildlife habitat are lacking at this
early stage of the feasibility shudy; therefors, 2 complete evaluation by the §
project effects on the Louisiana black bear is currently not possible.
project wauld likely affect the Louisiana black bear, however,
will be necessary. - -

ervice of potential
Eecause the propesed
further consultation with this cffige

W appreciate the oppartunity to provide comments durin

project. If you need further assistance, pleas=z coniact Dav
affice. :

g the preliminary stages of the proposed
1d Soileau, Jr, (337/291-3109) of this

Sincerely,

z - -

: T A, '
AL s i ﬁé/’f—"j}-’
David W. Fruge ’
Fleld Supervisor

cc:  FHWA, Baton Rouge, LA
Mandalay NWR, FWS, Hotma, LA
LDWF, Natura] Hesitage Program, Baton Rouge, LA
Frederic R. Harrs, Inc., Iselin, NT -
C.H. Fenstermaker and Associates, lnc., Lafayerts, Ta
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q ]:-':'j A United Stalss
Ep.j—_‘—f_—_-; Department of
= = .
Kﬂﬁ@"ﬂg ‘-!._g-r_-;cuj:\:r[:

Mamral Resouress
Conservatog Sarvies

3737 Garermunent Strost
Alexandsa, Louisizna
71302

December 13, 2000

Mr. Vince Russa

La. Dept. of Trangportation and Development
? P. O. Box 94245 -
! Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9245

Diear Mr. Russo!

¢ Re:  State Project No. 700-59-0230

1-49 South ) o
Lafayette Regicnal Alrport ta Route LABS
Lafayette, St. Martin and Iberia Parish

Thank vou for providing our egency with the opportunity to respond to your letsr dated
Navember 20, 2000, wherein you requasted views and comments on the abave project.

It does not appear that this project will impact any of our work in the vicinity. ru_rthe;, we
do not believe that this praject will have an adverss sffect on the surounding environment
when completed if appropriate srosion control measures are taken during construction.

Should you have questions regarding the above comments, please feel free to contect this office at
(318) 473-7673. ' ;

e

aescely,

E.J. Giering 111, P.E. ) ) .
- Assistant Statz Consarvationist/Eagineenng

cc: Emmett Wilsan, District Conservationist, Lafayette, LA
Charles Stemmans, District Canservationist, New Iberia, LA B

The Malural Rescurces Canservalian Sarvice,
farmerly the Sall Sanarrvatian Service, is an

AN EQUAL GRRCRTUNITY EMPLOYER
Agency.of e United States Dapartmant of Agicuiture - A

Environmental Impact Statement: Lafayette Regional Alrport to LA 88
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TansSporianicn .L:i.\J u:-.:lt.-;:l'ns:_u
F

]

Diear Mg, Deshatels:
"[“;;is is (rn rezponse to vour Scliziiadon of Views c‘*u_u"—" ¥ mcemiz:ﬁ the
5 30 to Interstaiz Highway 49 fon La .1 rette Regional
and fom Wax LcLaer’suL xe) E: wick, m St Mary, La
arishes, Louisianz, Both areas lsted in th dmmnon of Vie
were listed under Seate Projec ct Mumber 700-99- D'”O

e kave reviewed your request for potzatial 1 Icre::n ent of the Army regulatary
requirements and umpagts on any Deparznent of the Army projects.
. >

W do aot anticipars any adverse impacls ta aay of (

3 orps of Engwnesrs prajects.
Cur review of the available information wdicares that 4 Department of the Army -
permit will be required, under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, You should apply for
said pernit well in advance of the work 'o be performed. The applicadon should include
sufficiently detziled site plans, maps, drawings, phetographs, aud descriptive text for
deeurate evalvation of the proposal, Because the worl sncompassas hwo discontinuous
areas, the areas shauld be treated separatsly for the purpeses of applying for permits.

i This determination of permit requirsments i3 valid for a gericd of Sve years from
the dars of this letier unless new inforination warrants & revision to the expirziicn date.
In addition, any changes or modificaticns to the proposed grojact & ay rf:qr.uru a revised

zase cantact lr. John Bruza, of cur Regulatory Fuactions Branch by telephone
ar (304) 282-1288, or by e-mail at Jehn D B rura@myn02 usace army.mil for quesdons

concarmuing wetlands detemmisations or need on-site evaluations. Questiosns ccnc“-—ﬁnﬂ
regulatory permitrequirements may be addrasazd to M. Rennie Duke by telephons &t

=
=

(304) 302 2261 or by z-mail at Ronnis. W Duked@im \mﬂ" vsace.army.mil

Future correspondence soncsrming this maner should refarencs our Regulatocy
Analysis and Mansgement System (RAMS) numbers assigned to this project. RAMS 20-
Environmental Impact Stitement: Lafayette Regional Airport ta LA 88 R, I |
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Public Hearing Comments
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Draft Environmental Impact Statement
and Public Hearing Comments

The following serves as a response to comments received from the public on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for 1-49 South, Route US 90, Lafayette
Regional Airport to LA 88. Public comments were received verbally at the Public
Hearing held on June 5, 2003, and written comments were received through the mail
and on the project website.' Because many comments expressed similar concerns,
responses were generated to address multiple comments. '

General approval of the project
Comments noted.

1-49 Connector Prolect
Although this study begins at the end of the 1-49 Connector project area, the two
projects are independent. A Record of Decision was made on the I-49 Connector
project in January 2003.

The number of alternatives pfesentedl Teche Ridge route

The purpose of this project is to upgrade US 90 in Lafayette St. Martin, and Tberia -
Parishes to a full control of access highway meeting interstate standards as a portion
of I-49. This upgrade is anticipated to improve safety and traffic conditions. Several
build alternatives that would achieve these goals were examined in the planning
process and presented in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The
build alternative that emerged from the public involvement process is discussed in
detail in the DEIS. The discussion of alternates is in accordance with the National

- Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other applicable federal regulations.

The Teche Ridge route is not in the US 90 corridor and would not meet the Purpose
and Need of this project. :

Drainage issues

Drainage issues in the project area were investigated, and conditions in the US 90
vicinity are anticipated to improve as a result of this project. Specific investigations
were undertaken as a result of the flooding caused by Tropical Storm Allison in 2001.
Based on hydraulic analysis, proposed culvert capacities will be increased at locations
that experienced flooding. The frontage roads will be constructed at the highest grade

possible while staying in the existing right-of-way. '

Hurricane Evacuation
One of the objectives of this project, as stated in the Purpose and Need, is to provide

safer and more efficient operations during normal operations, as well as in the event
of a coastal evacuation. Some of the mainline will be at-grade while the other



portions of the completed mainline will be built on structure to provide an effective
evacuation route. An analysis of the improvements to capacity during evacuation
events is located in section 1.2.3 of the EIS. The project will be built in phases, with
the frontage roads constructed first, so that the frontage roads can operate as the
mainline while the interstate facility is being constructed. The frontage roads will be
constructed at the highest grade possible while staying in the existing right-of-way.

Potential for hazardous material spills

It is anticipated that improved traffic conditions in the corridor will decrease the
potential for accidents in the area, and the elimination of at-grade railroad crossings
will decrease the potential for automobile/train incidents that could result in the
release of hazardous matenals

Manner in which the Public Hearing was conducted

The purpose of the Public Hearing held on June 5, 2003 was to receive comments on
the DEIS from the public. In accordance with 40 CFR 1503.1 (4) and 23 CFR
771.111 (h), FHWA and LDOTD conducted a Public Hearing to request comments
from the public on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and will respond to
these comments in accordance with federal regulations in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement. The format used at the Public Hearing on June 5, 2003 is the
standard format estabhshed by LDOTD for Public Hearmgs

Additionally, three Public Meetings were held on October 24, 2000; February 20,
2001; and June 26, 2001. Questions and comments from the public were addressed at
these meetings when possible. Meetings with local government agencies, business

groups, and property owners also were held throughout the development of the - -

project. ~ All comments and questions were taken into consideration in the
development of the proposed project.

Segmentation

While one of the purposes of this project is to further the development of 1-49 South
by linking two adjacent portions, the project also seeks to address local traffic
demand and safety issues in the project area. This project begins at a point just south
of Kaliste Saloom Road near Lafayette Regional Airport and ends at the LA 88
interchange in Iberia Parish, a distance of 10.8 miles. These two points were
determined to be the logical termini for this project. The suburban character of the

project area is distinct from the densely urbanized character of the City of Lafayette

to the north, and the rural agricultural character of the US 90 corridor to the south.
The project would connect two adjacent pieces of proposed 1-49, one known as “the
Connector” and the other extending from LA 88 to Wax Lake Outlet. The traffic
demand analyses and specific safety issues addressed in Chapter 1 of the document
confirm the independent utility of this project.

i




Frontage Road/ Roadway Geometry

Two-way frontage roads are typically only used in rural areas. They require more
right-of-way at interchanges than one-way frontage roads. The construction of two-
way frontage roads would result in more required right-of-way and displacements

_than the proposed one-way frontage roads.

The majority of the frontage roads in the project area are at-grade. The portions of
the project where the proposed frontage roads are elevated at interchanges include LA
182, Southpark Road, and Verot School Road. These areas are being proposed as
elevated to eliminate existing at-grade railroad crossings and maintain continuous
access on cross streets. The remainder of the 1-49 South mainline roadway would be
at-grade.

Elevations for the mainline have been completed. However, the exact elevation of
frontage roads and their relation to specific properties cannot be determined until
preliminary engineering and topographical surveys are completed. This level of
engineering will occur in the design phase of the project.

" Impacts to businesses

Consultation with local business owners has been undertaken throughout the planning
process. Sufficient access will be maintained to all businesses except where noted in
the document. Those business owners whose access is not maintained will be
compensated in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Act and DOTD’s
Acquisition of Right of Way and Relocation Assistance Program. Displacements are
anticipated in the followmg locations: |

. Verot School Road between US 90 and Industrial Parkway, three industrial
_buildings within a single business site may require relocation;
« Southpark Road (LA 89) between US 90 and Tidelands Road, four business
relocations; '
. The three areas of connection between the northbound frontage road and the two-
- way service road on the east side of 1-49 in the area of Southpark and Verot
School Roads, two business relocations at the intersection of Garber Road and
UsS 90;
« The intersection of LA 182, Albertson’s Parkway, and the southbound frontage
road, two business relocations; '
« The alignment of future Ambassador Caffery Parkway from 1-49 to Hardware
Road, two business relocations; and
. The relocated alignment of LA 92 east in St. Martin Parish.

In a number of other locations small amounts of right-of-way will be required for
geometric improvements at intersections of existing roadways with the frontage

iii



roads, but no displacements are anticipated. These areas are noted in the Project
Atlas.

In contrast to other frontage road geometry, rather than focusing the traffic to
connecting roadways, the “Texas U-turn” concept provides equal access to all
properties along the frontage roads.

Noise impacts

Noise analysis and evaluation of abatement alternatives were undertaken in keeping
with DOTD’s Noise Policy. Noise walls have been found to be both reasonable and
feasible for 39 of the 116 identified residences and the 66 RV spots at Maxw s
Campground, according to LDOTD guidelines.

The noise barriers proposed as part of the project are antlclpatcd to be built with a
combination of federal and state funds

There was an error on the webmte and the graphic on the handout, which was
corrected. The entrances that appear in the DEIS are the correct plans. The noise

barrier proposed near Maxie’s Campground will result in a noise reduction of 6 to 9
dB.

Traffic congestion

‘This portion of 1-49 South does not traverse downtown Lafayette. Only portions of
this project will be elevated. This project seeks to improve traffic flow and provide
for future growth. Traffic modeling undertaken for the project documents the fact
that the conversion of the existing facility to a six-lane freeway with frontage roads
would attract and route sizeable numbers of vehicular trips from other roadways
within the regional network onto I-49. Models also indicate that the upgrade of US
90 to I-49 would provide an opportunity for vehicle trips to. move from more
congested local or state routes ta the control of access roadway. Levels of service are
predicted to improve on US 90 and on other local area roadways as a result of the
~ proposed action. See section 1.2.4 of the EIS for more specific information on the
predicted traffic benefits of the proposed action.

Hazardous sites in the project area/ “51 Oil Company” site

" For the DEIS, a modified site reconnaissance was performed using American Society

for Testing and Materials (ASTM) methodologies that are applicable to this type of
corridor assessment.

In response to the comments made at the Public Hearing, data relating to this site was
reevaluated. A review of the Department of Natural Resources and Department of
Environmental Quality records were reevaluated and no environmental records
indicating any past or present problems were discovered. ;
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Additional investigations revealed that there might have been an incident involving
hazardous materials at this site that was properly mitigated. Documentation of this
incident has been gathered and is included in section 3.13.3 the FEIS.

If areas of hazardous materials are encountered during the construction of this project,
construction would be stopped and LDOTD’s Underground Storage Tank and
Contaminated Site Policy would be implemented.

Costs

Costs have been minimized to the extent possible while still achieving the goals and
objectives of the project.

Cumulative impacts

With regard to other transportation and development projects, an incremental adverse

" impact to water quality, wetlands, vegetation, and wildlife is expected to occur as a

result of this project. However, mitigation efforts to avoid or minimize impacts have
been undertaken and will be re-examined during design.

Construction Impacts

Construction sequence, traffic maintenance criteria and plans would be developed as

- part of the final design to coordinate construction activities and ensure continued

access to all properties. Needs for special considerations, such as additional signage
directing motorists to commercial properties, would be identified and addressed by
the LDOTD in the construction phase of the project.

A

Community Impacts

Impacts to the community are examined in the DEIS, including unpacts to
community facilities, consistency with state and local plans, and aesthetics.  The

proposed action” will potentially affect the local travel pattern and would likely

support noted land development ‘trends, which include a decrease of land in
cultivation and an increase of developed land.

Visual Impacts

Visual impacts will occur in areas where the roadway is elevated. The elevated
portion of proposed 1-49 in Broussard was extended at the request of the Mayor of -
Broussard to maintain continuous access for Morgan and Eola Streets under the
mainline. Some impacts to the visibility of businesses from the mainline may occur.



Historic Resources/ Section 106

The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred with the finding that no
" additional structures were eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP). The SHPO has concluded that two NRHP listed structures in the
project area will not be adversely affected by the proposed action, stating: “the
Marguerite St. Julien House will not be affected and the Comeaux House will not be
adversely affected by the proposed highway improvements.” With regard to sites
16LY113 and 16LY114, which were unable to be shovel-tested, consultation with the
SHPO will be undertaken in accordance with 36 CFR 800 to determine NRHP
eligibility and examine means to avoid or minimize potential adverse effects if

necessary. A letter to this effect can be found in the Agency Comments portion of
Appendix SA.

Section 4(f)

23 CFR. 771.135 Section 4(f) (49 U.S.C. 303):

| @M The Administration may not approve the use of land from a signiﬁcanf ‘

publicly owned public park, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfow] refuge, or
any significant historic site unless a determination is made that:

(i) There is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of land from

the property; and
(i)  The action includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the
~ property resulting from such use.

(2) Supporting information must demonstrate that there are umque problems or
unusual factors involved in the use of alternatives that avoid these properties or
that the cost, social, economic, and environmental impacts, or community
disruption resulting from such alternatives reach extraordinary magnitudes.

(b) The Administration will determine the application of section 4(f). Any use of

lands from a section 4(f) property shall be evaluated early in the development of
the action when altématives to the proposed action are under study.

This project does not require taking of any land from Arceneaux Park, or historic
properties. Therefore a Section 4(f) evaluation is not warranted.

Environmental Justice Issues

There are minority and low-income populations in the project area. However, there
will be no disproportionate adverse impacts to minority or low-income populations. .

See sections 3.1.1 and 4.1.1 of the EIS.
Impact to the Chicot Aquifer

The silt and clay composition of the soils in the project area tend to impede natural
infiltration processes, and thus the area has low aquifer recharge potential. Therefore,
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no significant impacts to the Chicot Aquifer are anticipated as a result of this project.
Coordination with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency was undertaken, and
the EPA has rated the DEIS as LO, Lack of Objections, and will publish this
classification in the Federal Register. A letter to this effect can be found in the
Agency Comments portion of Appendix 5A.

Air Quality

Lafayette Parish has been designated an attainment area with a limited maintenance

plan, with regard to ozone, based on data colleted by the Louisiana Department of

Environmental Quality. Projections indicate that under the no-build alternative, as
well as the build alternative, traffic will continue to substantially increase in the

project area. By improving levels of service and traffic congestion, the project is

anticipated to reduce CO? emissions in the project area.

In accordance with the EPA’s responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act,
NEPA, and CEQ . Regulations for Implementing NEPA, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency has rated the DEIS as LO Lack of Objections, and will publish this
classification in the Federal Register.

Beltway Road Project FP&C No. 50-MW2-02B-02

" A meeting was held with the Mayor of Youngsville, representatives of LDOTD,

representatives from the Lafayette Consolidated Government Metropolitan Planning’
Agency, representatives from DMJM+HARRIS, INC., and representatives of C.H.
Fenstermaker and Associates concerning this issue. All parties agreed that after the
Corridor Study for the Beltway Road Project had been completed the situation with
regard to the proposed I-49 South could be reevaluated. If this project becomes part
of the Lafayette Consolidated Government’s Long Range Plan, and it is deemed
necessary, a Supplemental EIS could be issued. The minutes of the meeting and a
letter from the Mayor stating that he concurs with this course of action are included in
this Appendix.

Bicycle tour routes

There are currently no publicly adopted bicycle routes within the project area. A
private company publishes tour routes within the project area. These routes have not
been adopted by LDOTD, and do not meet AASHTO standards. Proposed
relocations for the known bicycle tour routes are-included in section 4.21.3.3 of the

EIS. ; '

East Verot School Road .
The portion of Verot School Road indicated on the map provided is outside of the

project area. Any improvements to this area would need to be undertaken as a
separate project. -
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Signage

Signs listing services available at the next exit similar to those found on I-10 will be
included in the completed facility. These signs will list restaurants, services stations,
and lodging available at the next exit.

Relocation

In order to accommodate the interchange between 1-49 and Albertson’s Parkway, a
connection with LA 182, and maintain full control of access to Future I-49, the
referenced businesses will require relocation. Representatives of DOTD’s Real
Estate Office will contact affected property owners by means such as mail and
telephone as the project progresses. Owners of required property will be contacted by
a DOTD Real Estate Representative and kept informed about the relocation and
compensation process in accordance with DOTD’s ACQLUSIUOH of Right-of-way and
Relocation Assistance Program.

Entrances to property

There was an error on the website and the graphic on the handout that has been
corrected. The entrances that appear in the DEIS are the correct plans. The
relocation or modification of drainage structures has been examined and will be
addressed in the final design phase of this project. The noise barrier proposed near
the Maxie’s Campground property will result in a noise reduction of 6 to 9 dB.

Attendees at the Public Hearmg held June 5, 2003

LDOTD officials, Jan Grenfell, Kent Israel, and Mathew Rohrbach were present and
identified at the Public Hearing held on June 5, 2003.

Access to property

The property owner requested that the connection to the frontage road be moved to
the west side of the property at the second public meeting. The relocation of the
connection to the frontage road could not be achieved as requested because of the
need to accommodate the turning movements of commercial truck traffic. The
connection was relocated to the westernmost point possible to rmmmlze impacts to
the property to the extent practicable.
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- Qualification of firms

The firm C.H. Fenstermaker, Inc. was found to be qualiﬁe'd to work on this project in
the statement of qualifications process, in accordance with state and federal
guidelines.

Property values

The impact of proposed I-49 on property values cannot be predicted. There are a
number of factors that influence property values, and some parcels may be affected -
differently than others. :

Funding
No funds have currently been identified for the construction of this project.
Requested meetings with engineers

On March 24, 2004 a representative of DMJM+HARRIS responded to the requests of
Mrs. Mereline Moresi and Mr. Chuck Duhon in their comments from the Public
Hearing held on June 3, 2003. The following is a summary of these meetings.

A representative of DMIM+HARRIS met with Mrs. Mereline Morosi and Mr. Gerald
Morosi at their home at 105 Glrouard Rd. North, Broussard La. The issues dlscussed
were:

1. Distance between front porch and frontage road. The distance from the
porch to the right-of-way of US 90 is less than twenty feet. It was
explained that the typical section of the proposed frontage road shows the
roadway to be located approximately twenty three feet from the right-of-
way line and that no additional right-of-way is anticipated.

2. Whether the frontage road would be at same elevation as their home. It
was explained that as their home is on a hill, and because there is limited
right-of-way, the frontage road probably would be constructed near the
same elevation as their home. It was explained that a lot of factors will be
considered, and the grade of the frontage road will be determined at the
time that construction plans are prepared. '

3. The need for a guard rail at their property line. . Safety is a prime concern,
and a determination will be made of the need for safety structures when -
construction plans are prepared.

4. The need for shrubs and trees for noise and visual buffering. Landscaping

may be included in the project where LDOTD determines that it is feasible '
with considerations for safety (i.e., clear zone, sight distance), drainage
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costs, adjacent properties (residential or commercial) and other design
factors. The precise location and design of any landscaping that may be
included in the project cannot be made until the design phase. It was
explained that the record of this meeting will be part of the final
environmental document and that they should discuss and restate their
concerns . to the DOTD office in Lafayette when the document is
published. :

5. Request for visit by engineer. The representative of DMIM+HARRIS |

stated that this visit was in response to their request. They were glad that

the visit was taking place and that their concerns would be further

documented.

A representative of DMJM+HARRIS met with Mr. Chuck Dubhon, his mother,
~ sister, and brother at his mother’s home in Lafayette. The issues discussed
were:

The major concern was the location of the connection from the proposed south
. frontage road to Second St. between Morgan St. and K.O.L. Road. This
connector was originally located on the west end to the east property line. It
was explained that the need for room for large trucks to turn that the
connection of Second St. to K.O.L. Road will be removed and that access to

Second St. at the east property line provided the required distance to make the °

turns. Mr. Chuck Duhon said that they were negotiating with their neighbor
to the east to do a land swap that would move their east property line. The
location of the connector at the present time at this property line was
explained, and should the land exchange take place, the connector would
logically be designed to fit the property line.

- Mr. Chuck Duhon questioned if the center line of the connector would be
located on the property line. It was explained that that type of decision would
be made at the time construction plans are prepared and may be determined by
the impacts on each property affected by the taking.

B O a8 e B B e
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Comment#-1

JUNE 5, 2003 -HEARING US 90 UPGRADE TO J-49

~ Now that US 90 will be worked on to meet Fedéral Interstate
standards, I feel it is a proper time to correct the drainage problem of
Coulee LaSalle as it drains under the present US 90.

At present there are 3 - 6 feet by 8 feet culverts to drain Coulee
LaSalle. This is not adequate, therefore, causes flooding along Coﬁléé
LaSalle which runs about 3.5 plus miles Northwest from US 90. A 3
inch plus rain causes flooding along the Coulee, but when you get more
than a 4 or 5 inch rain, it causes serious flooding making Griffin Road,
North and Scuth Larrievere Road impassible at the Lomsmna 92
junction.

This excess water causes flooding in some homes and some

. businesses. I feel that by making more drainage outlets at US‘QO and
. maybe including bridges for the different lanes wnuld greatly allewate f

some of the ﬂoodmg

I have lived al] my life in the area where Coulee LaSalle drams
under Louisiana 92 and I armi very. famllmr with the water flow and
flooding in the area. 7

I would appreciate serious consideration on this p'roblem now
that work is being done on US 90 to improve the drainage of Coulee

LaSalle.

JOHN CLYDE SIMON

" PO BOX 122 ‘
YOUNGSVILLE LA 70562
PHONE # (337) 856-5674
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STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
. F.A.P. 1-49-1 (057)
[-45 SOUTH./ ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL ATRPQRT.TO. LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERTA PARISHES. - .

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE' OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT,

THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POSTMARKED, OR RECETVED

ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PROJECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE, WITHIN TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLQWING THIS HEARING: = _

Environmental Engineer Administrator - ' S
LA Department of Transportation and Deveiqpr;rlept

Past Office Bax 94245 . o b LT ’
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 : - - .

- www.I48south.org

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS:

I attended the meeting at Broussard Middle Schaol on Thursday, June 5, 2003. It could
be called a ‘Public Hearing’ only in that it satisfied the letter of the law for which it was
called but it certainly did not reflect its intended spirit. -] have come to see that these

- DOTD, project ‘hearings’ are held only because they are required.

- Ibelieve the Lafayette office of LA DOTD particularly insulted this g:onsidc'raﬁle.. ]
gathering of citizens by totally distancing themselves from the proceedings. In the

second half of the meeting, after a recess to examine ¢xhibits, Jan Grenfell announced

that they would hear from those wha had submitted Stattment Cards but no questions
would be answered at the

meeting. This became increasingly more insulting as the
meeting progressed when several property owners directly affected by this segment of the
project tried to present questions that they had asked the office previously. They j
evidently thought that this hearing would be an opportunity for dialog with engineers, as

 their concerns had not been addressed. Mrs. Moresi was one of several who had to ask
to be contacted by engineers. '

In reviewing the Lafayette Alrport to LA 88 Environmental Impact Statement, I fgund
fault with several areas, namely: -

1) No real alternative - ‘No-Build’ was the only one offered.

2) One-way frontage roads will adversely impact businesses located there,
3) Did not address area-flooding problems. ‘

4) Did not clearly define financial responsibility of ‘sound walls’

5) Did not adequately address environmental issues.

6) . Elevated frontage roads not acceptakble,
7). Piece-mealing Lafayette Parish in segments disguises true costs,
%

NAME:@,{/ ;g @,@4/4 DATE: é///p//ég

ADDRESS! /22/ S oo e i, %@7;& A 545D/
7 g -
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Comment # 3.

STATE OF LOUISTANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
F.A.P. I-49-1 (057)
I-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, .
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED |
ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PRQIECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE WITHIN TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEARING:

Environmental .Engineer Administrator

LA Department of Transportation and Deve}opment
Post Office Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-3245

/' www . I49south.org ‘ : . )

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS:

Please refer to the following pages.

NAME: Ed Bulliard _ y DATE: June 6, 2003

N

M‘\I‘\‘UESS 1321 SE Ev'angéline Thruway LafavettérL& 70501 . B

L | —
s | .
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Comment #3

My name is Ed Bulliard - -  am very familiar with the traffic

in the Broussard area because I have operated my ceﬁstmcﬁgn\.l
business from the Evangeline Thruway in Lafayette for 36
years — and eventually all the traffic that runs by Broussard
goes by my building. - | ' | )
The EIS under discussion - from Lafayette Ajrport to LA 88 or |
Cotean — cannot be separated from the corridor through J
Lafayette — they are connected and are completely interrelated _ J

Tam here tg voice my opinion — and to let the people in the
Broussard area know that even though the State advertises for
public opinion, it may not count for much. Broussard should .i
know that DOTD failed to have a public meeting in Lafayette

on that Final EIS even though over 650 comments and 2 | |

- petition with 2000 names was received. Maybe it was because

647 of the comments found that the Final IS failed to make its -]
case in several areas. There was never a satisfactory answer
about these failings but, DOTD & FHWA still approved a

Record of Decision for the Laféyetie corridor — as a resuit, the * -
Concerned Citizens Coalition has filed a lawsuit challenging #
this decision. :
In the current KIS, the only alternative offered is ‘no build’ — L
well - my alternative is another road in another location — &
namely, an eastern loop - ithe Teche Ridge. .

L

1here are four reasons for this alternative -
1. When you’re trying o move traffic because of a .
hurricane or for civil defense aren’t two roads better
than one? ST -
If there was a chemical spill on the Thruway - where g1
will this traffic go — Ambassador Laiferv? Pinhook?-
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" Comment#3

University? 182? — the Evangeline Thruway is the " q
-most heavily traveled corridor through Lafayette ang
needs an alternative route NOW — not in ten years.

2. The Teche Ridge can be built in 3-4 years,
compared to 8-10 years for an elevated highway.

3. The Teche Ridge is estimated to cost $459 million -
taxpayers would save 500 million PLUS $3 by
building this alternative.

4. This alternative would saife homes andbusmesseg
in Broussard & downtown Ea:{ayeﬁe imm
economic dxsagﬁ:er

Broussard, you should know that DOTD elected to
pwce~meai the Lafayette Parish segment of I-49 by
offering it to the public as i‘wo projects - this piece-
mealing has had the effect of disguising the overall cost. -

Here’s the current story on the cosi of these elevated

highways: -
1)Corridor thru Lafayeﬁe 330 million
Originally advertised at $300 million
2)Airport to La 88 LBDS mﬂ}mn |
* Originally advertised at $g’?3 million
3)Interchange at I-10 | - 75 million

This was not even ﬁakﬂﬁwﬁedﬂed until 2001
4) Jefferson St. & Simecoe underpass 20 million
This was added in2002 '

Qﬂ — *i‘g‘a»a FTratrnd T4 maawzr nalem +a ATONMH 2372 _ . —_
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~ What about Environmental clean up? 500 to 8@13-‘
million?? Who really knows-those question marks J
could run out to infinity beecause no attempt has -

- been made to even guestimate these costs — no one | ,
talks about the extent of contamination in places like J
the 51 Oil Company in Broussard which the current
EIS did not even address or sites like the old
railroad yards in Lafayette, Is it because that
éxpense comes under the heading of ocal costs’? o
Who really pays? )

. AT : £ o ; Wl Bog Tee St E L LTS D Y et i o B ';
o : ERATRA LR 8 6 LT - R S - A ) v BECIIES S8 5 R G e N
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 Commemt#3.

Have we forgotten Tropical Storm Allison just 2 years .
ago that flooded Highway 90 & 182 — to my knowledge, -
nothing has been done to correct this situation for the
flood that could be coming this year — We need the
Teche Ridge alternative by-pass NOW — ot in 10 years.
Attached to this statement is a picture that appeared on |
~ television during TS Allison and speaks for itself as =
- things stand now, this story will probably be repeated in |
the next big storm. ) | S | .
oiliion | | .

For you people who know or don’t kunow, through the |
- efforts of Representative Tauzin a bill has been passed in L
the US House of Representatives and Senate to study the ]
Teche Ridge as am altermative route for the I1-49 &
connector — The Common Sense Approach. L
L
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305 |beria Street -

. Youngsville, Louisiana 70592
{337) 856-4181 ~ Fax/(337) 856- 8863

'BOARD O:FALDERMEHL

WILSON&. VIATOR R, o ... E- matf tOWnOT}/OUﬂgSVIHE@COX]ntEl’r‘iEL com " .BRENDA BURLEY .
o oA e L V0. PAULHUVAL. . -
*# TOWN MARSHALL S T o : T e e 7Tt TALBERNARDUR.
" EARLMENARD - ' = AL L T e HUEYROMERO

- JESSEVALLOT

MI Vmcent G Russo Ir.
: anu*onmental Engineer Adtmmstrator

. Louisiana Depértment of TraJmportatlcm L PR

L ,Baton Rouge Lou151ana 70804- 9245

- .‘Dear Mr 1{usso

P.O. Box 94245, Capitol Station ... e ‘ st |

RE DRAFT EI\TV]RON\/EE\TTAL IIVLPACT STATEMENT o ' :
1—49 SOUTH, LA_t*AYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88 ROUTE US 90

: Thank you for prowdmg ine a copy. of the Apml 2003 Drafr. Envuonmenta} Impast Statement

(EST) for the I-49 South; Lafayette Regional Airpdrt to La 88 Route US 90: 1 have reviewed the .
document and of’fer the followmg comments T

Ido not support ihe proposed mterchnnce locatmn of 1-49 and the relucated LA 97 East
depxcted on i’ia‘te 3 of the afaremen‘tmned EIS :

ITwill suppozt the propoaed 1nterehange locatmn t,oncluded from t_he Comdor Study process
currently being administered by the State-of L.ouisiana Facility y a.nd Planmng and: Control,
Beltway Road PI'O] ect FP&C No. SO—MW 2- 02}3 02..

The results of the aforementloned Corridor Study process 'will_'r‘esult in-the development of a
new roadway from the intersection of La Hwy-339 and La Hwy 92 to US 90. The Corridor

+ Study in the vicinity of US 90 will be studied from Giresr Road to LaSalle Street (Adlier
Road on your dmwmgs) :

2 Please include an exhibit in this EIS depicting:the Corridor Study process alignment from La
Hwy 339 and La Hwy 92 intersection to US 90 intersection.



(Eémment # 5 .

_ Thank you 1n advance for your con51deratlon of the above comments Should you have any
quesﬁons or comments please do not heSJtate to contact me at""”/' 836—6913

. TOWN OF YOUNGSVILE -

‘%Wi_lé.on Vlator, 'Ma.yor e
-;‘ TDWII Qf‘YGHHgSViHe‘ MEE

XL Ra ijIld id Reau}g PE Fenstermaker

Ra.ndy Menard, I.CG-Council -
George Knox, Tow:u Attomey
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My name is Ed Bulliardmmek: 281 YEry familiar with the traffic

in the Broussard area because I have operated my construction
business from the Evangeline Thruway in Lafayette for 36
years — and eventually all the traffic that runs by Broussard

coes by my building.

The EIS under discussion - from Lafayette Airport to LA 88 or
Coteau — cannot be separated from the corridor through
I.afayette — they are connected and are completely interrelated

I am here to voice my opinion — and to let the people in the
Broussard area know that even though the State advertises for

public opinion, it may not count for much. Broussard should
know that DOTD failed to have a public meeting in Lafayette

on that Final EIS even though over 650 comments and a
petition with 2000 names yvas received. Maybe it was because
647 of the comments found that the Final EIS failed to make its
case in several areas. There was never a satisfactory answer .
about these failings but, DOTD & FHWA still approved a
Record of Decision for the Lafayette corridor —as a result, the
Concerned Citizens Coalition has filed a lawsuit challenging

this decision.

In the current EIS, the only alternative offered is “no build’ —
~ well - my alternative is another road in another location —

namely, an eastern loop - the Teche Ridge.

There are four reasons for this alternative -

1. When you’re trying to move traffic because of a
hurricane or for civil defense aren’t two roads better
than one? | , -

If there was a chemical spill on the Thruway - where
will this traffic go — Ambassador Caffery? Pinhook?

11



University? 1827 Colrenifvangeline Thruway is the
most heavily traveled corridor through Lafayette and -
needs an alternative route NOW — not in ten years.

[ Q%)

The Teche Ridge can be built in 3-4 years,
.compared to 8-10 years for an elevated highway

The Teche Ridge is estimated to cost $459 million -
~ taxpayers would save 500 mﬂhon PLUS 38 by
‘building this alternative.

W -

4. This alternative would save homes and businesses
| in Broussard & downtown Lafayette from
econoxmic disaster.

J
1
1
i
Broussard, you should know that DOTD elected to ]
‘piece-meal the Lafayette Parish segment of 1—49 by j
- offering it to the public as two projects - this piece-
mealing has had the effect of disguising the overall cost. ]
Here’s the current story on the cost of these elevated
highways: | ]
1)C0rr1dor thru Lafayette K 330 million 1
Originally advertised at $300 million -
2)Airport to La 88 " 355 million |
- Originally advertised at $325 million
3)Interchange at I-10 - 75 million I
~ This was not even acknowledged until 2001 |
4) Jefferson St. & Simcoe underpass 20 million
~This yas added in 2002 ~ |
|

So - the total is now np to 780 miiiion $%
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Comment # 6 -

‘Whaf about Environmental clean up ? 500 to 80¢
million?? Who really knows - those quesftmm marks
could run out to infinity because no attempt has
been made to even guestimate these costs — no one
talks about the extent of contamination in places lik
the 51 Oil Company in Broussard which the curren:
EIS did not even address or sites like the old
railroad yards in Lafayette. Is it because that
-expense comes under the heading of ‘local msts’”f” -
_Whn really pays? :

| Haﬂve we f@rﬁmze"j Tropical Smrm Allison just. 2 ear
i 5

ago that flooded Highway 90 & 182 — to my knowledse

‘nothing has been done to correct this situation for th

flood. that could be coming this year — We need th
Teche Ridge alternative by-pass NOW — not in 10 years

 Attached to this Staa,ement is a picture that appeared o
television durmg TS Allison and speaks for itself a

things stand now, this story will pmbably be repeated I
the pext big storm.
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STATE OF LOUISTANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM .
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
F.A.P. I-49-1 (057)
I-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90 .
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, ,
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, PQSTMARKED, OR REGEIVED
ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PROIECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE WITI'-’IN TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEARING:

~ Enviranmental Engineer Administrator

LA Department of Transpartation and Developmﬂnt
Post Office Box 94245

Baten Rouge, LA 70804-9245 . =&

7 www.I49south.org : -

PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS:
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~ STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
F.A.P. I-49-1 (057)
'1-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
- LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, .
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED

ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PROJECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE WITHIN: TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEARING: '

Environmental Engineer Administrator

. LA Department of Transportation and Deve!opment
-Post Office Bax 94245 B

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 . T

" www.I49south.org

PLE‘\SE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: B
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Comment #9

Vincent G. Russo, Jr. or email :www. I4950uth org -
Environmental Engineer Administrator

Louisiana Department of Transportation

PO Box 94245, Capitol Station

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

i

The following comments are submitted on EIS I-49 South Broussard.

1. The EIS of this project appears to be improperly segmented.

The National Environmental Policy Act forbids a pilecemeal approach
to federal projects. Presenting two separate studies for only 17 miles .
across our small parish makes analysis more difficult. Combining study
of this 12 mile section with the 5 mile I-49 Connéctor throngh
Lafayette would allow the publlc to better understand impacts and Eosts
to our area.

2.4 Why were no alternative routes studied. The ROD for Lafayette
I-45 Connector contains 650 citizen comments with 647 of those
opposing and specifically requesting a bypass, The Teche Ridge Route,
be studied. ' St. Martin Parish had preliminary engineering studies B
completed in 2001 which estimated construction costs to be $459 millioen
and building time approximately 3 years. Congress early this year '
ordered that it be studied. The $352 the EIS é&stimates for building
this segment combined with cdst estimates in the city of Lafayette
now totals approximately $780 million. The total would be greatly
increased by necessary environmental cleanup on both segments. The EIS
estimates 10 years construction time for this segment. An even longer
construction period would be required for the Connector segment in the
city. Citizens should not he required to bear this cost, danger, and
inconvenience of never-ending constructlon when a more reasonable
alternative is available. .
l 1
3. The small town of Broussard will be dwarfed by this massive
structure. It proudly claimg to .contain more historic sites.
than any other town of its 'size. At least 14 are on the National -
Register of Historic Places. The DEIS historic Survey identified 58
buildings over 50 years of age in the corridor studied.’ We find it
remarkable that none are, eligible for NRHP with the exce ption of the
Comeaux House and Marguerite St, Julien House which have been
registered since 1983. We will provide a list of specific- properties
as soon as the historic survey is made available to us., The DEIS
concludes that the Comeaux House will suffer wvibration, noise and
visual impacts. We do not agree these effects are "minimal". Nor do we
agree as-to the nearby St. Julien House, which is the Broussard Senior
Citizens Center. In these instances and others the project violates
the National Historig Preservation Act.

4. Broussara’s Arceneaux Park, 6nly 300 to 400 ft. from the proposed

project;” i's very heavily utilized by citizens of the  area. It is
the scene of most of their recreational, as well as cultural events,
such as the famous Boudin Festival. We object to the canclusion that
it is not impacted. Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of
Transportation Act requires that public parks not be impacted by

federal projects. The DEIS failed to prepare the required 4 (f)

evaluation.




Cbn;n’;ént. #9.

5. Hundreds of buéinesses located alopg Highway 90 would be adversely
impacted. Many could not survive the estimated 10 Years construction
time. A significant number of jobs would be lost,

6. How will hurricane or other emergency evacuation be possible
during the 10 years of construction? Tropical Storm Allison two years
aga flooded both Highway 90 and 182 - and nothing has been done tao
address the problem. Many thousands of south Louisiana residents must
escape through this area. ' :

s Many business owners are concerned that one way frontage roads
will prevent sufficient access. They also have concerns about the
placement of exits which.are not being addressed. If was offensive to
many of those attending the Broussard public hearing on June 5 to be
told, "no questions will be answered". Public hearings on this project
are perceived by many citizens as held only because they are legally
required. LA DOTD officials were absent from the hearing.

8. The highway is predicted to carry twice today's volume of traffic.
We believe the noise increase will be greater than the DEIS indicates.
Short segments of sound walls planned for ‘ofily two locations, Maxie's
Campground and Cote Gelee apartments, have been totally ineffective in
other cities, Nothing is planned for 116 residefnces sited as having
unacceptably high noise levels. : -

-

9. The project overlies the Chicot Aquifer which presents the

possibility of penetration or infiltration during construction activity

in additien to runoff.

Lafayette Parish is not expected to be in compliance with'the_
new EPA standards for ground level ozone. Under the eight hour
standard, Lafayette Parish exceeded the maximum level 8 days in
2000. The parish continues Fo ‘ate an "F" for air quality in
the current State of the Air Report of the American
Lung Association as a result of auto emissions. We believe that air
quality standards alone should prevent approval of a plan which would
funnel twice the traffic through our parish. Lafayette citizens
believe the parish would not have been placed in attainment in 1995
except for the fact that we lack sufficient ©zone meonitoring stations..
Only one exists for the entire area from Baton Rouge to Lake Charles.
It is in a pasture behind the Lafayette Technical College approximately
3 miles from Evangeline Thruway.

11. We question the adequacy of the hazardous waste screening. The
Highway 90 corridor has leong contained hundreds of sites that generate
hazardous materials and wastes. Yet the DEIS states on 3-31, "Due to
the physical size ang nature of this project and to the large number of
tracts adjacent to US 90 within the project study area, a complete and
comprehensive site inspection for each of the parcels along the .
corridor was not performed." We question that legal requirements are
met by planning a huge highway project through a corridor known to be
loaded with'hazargqqs waste but eliminate complete inspections of each
site because they are too numerous? Local citizens have personal
knowledge of numerous sites such as 51- 0il Company in Broussard which
would require extansive environmentzl cleanup. ’ '
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12 rsidents of the city and parish are at risk from the very
high number of large trucks through this corridor, many loaded
with hazardous materials. Citizens have long expressed their
fear. Public safety requirements would dictate that officials
not act to increase that danger.

13.  Environmental justice requirements under Executive Order 12898
(1984) mandate that federal projects not disproportionately impact
minority and low-income groups. No neighborhood would be more impacted
than the small older homes which lie along Avenues B, C, and D, east of
2nd Avenue in Broussard. They are almost exclusively low-~income
residents who would live in the shadow of this project. 1In nc way do
these residents match the cited census tract statistics which indicate
white residents with above average income.

Mike Thibodeaux . '
402 Donald St. L
New Iberia, La 70560 '

in -



ey

._.Comment# 10 SEE paa B D S R s f gz

- STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT [7

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
F.A.P. I-49-1 (057)
I-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, .
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED

ELECERONICALLY THROUGH THE'PROJECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE, WITHIN TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEADJNG

Env:ronmental Engineer Admmfstrator

LA Department of Transpartation and Development
Post Office Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 o
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" Comment #11°

STA;I‘E.OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC "HEARING COMMENT FORM -
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230-
F.A.P. I-49-1 (057) -
- I-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90 :
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88 ) t;
' LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF

THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, .
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS

» POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED

Environmental Engineer Administrator

LA Department of Transportation and Development
Past Office Box 94245 ‘

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

www.I49south.org | e
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'STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-93-0230
F.A.P. 1-49-1 (057)
1-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

"IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, .
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED

ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PROJECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE, WITHIN TEN

CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEARING:

Environmental Engineer Administrator

LA Department of Transpartation and Development
Past Office Box 94245 -
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 C T
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L Comment# 13 T
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" STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT -
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
" F.A.P.I-49-1 (057)
149 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TQO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT,

THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POS'TMARKED, OR R-—ECEIVED.

ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PROJECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE, WITHIN TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEARING: : o

Environmental Engineer Administrator
LA Department of Transportation and Development -
Post Office Box 94245 - T

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 .

" www.I49s0uth.org : ' -
PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: -

I8 Cumulative Impacts: The project area is a thoroughly developed commercial corridar that
includes hundreds of businesses, an airport, railroad, the Broussard Cormmunity, campgrounds,
highly contaminated pipe yards and oil field service sites and is in c;lgsc proximity to a very
sensitive wetlands system (Cypress Island Swamp.) The addition of service roads, averpasses -
and all that comes with an intarstate highway desi ‘gnéﬁon will only worsen an slready stressed
area. :

. "y . W
2. Peacemealing: We object to dividing the Lafayctte and Broussard.segments into two
Environmental Impact Statements, ' ‘

3. This highway can only worsen already serious flooding problerms that exist on U.S.'90 and is
not addressed in the plans. '

4. Hazardous Wastes areas are not 1de.nt1.ﬂtd or addressed.
: p; . :

A

5. Alternatives: Not mentioned or{;é;q‘:lorcd in this plan.
6. .Hazardous Materials being carried on this roadway put places of assembly, matels,
restaurants, employees at bus_ii:esé“';pf,lacm'and the sensitive wetlands 21l at risk should a spill -
occur, ' i '

\oe

For the above mentioned reasons, we recommend.a denial of This expensive , damaging project.
s e ‘

Harold J. Schoeffler %&wﬁ/ /ot
P.O. Box 2218 i

Lafayette, LA 70502




3 i
. F . > i

e e e e o b e e iee

B T P, PCUNC VU i U St SO o S

Comment:# 14
GIBBENS & STEVENS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
229 W. ST. PETER STREET
NEW IBERIA, LOUISIANA 70560

J.LOUIS GIBBENS
DENNIS R. STEVENS

D COUNSEL
ONALD T ARERS, 18

June 12, 2003

VIA E-MAIL

www.I-49south.org

Vince Russo

Environmental Engineer Administrator
Department of Transportation & Development
P.O. Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245 ' o

Inre: . The I-49 Project
' State Project No. 700-99-0230

Federal Project No. I-49-1(057) -

Dear Mr. Ru.sso:

P . ey O U O Ao TGRSR 0. S

TELEPHONES:
NEW TBERIA (337) 367-8451
FAX (327) 365-7034

I'am a concerned citizen and business owner and vote in favor of the Teche
Ridge. This alternate route will ehmmate the creation of another abomination like
those established in other Louisiana cities. "The objective of an interstate connector
(as you call it) is to move traffic through the community rather than forcing
motorists to remain involuntarily in our community in a stopped position on the
thoroughfare. We do understand that elevated roadways provide lovely, appealing
landscapes and playgrounds, but if that is one of the objectives of this elevated
roadway, then we may accomplish the same thing beneath the Teche Rldge

roadway if it is to be elevated.

: Vexy truly yours,

j _ Louis Gibbens

JLG/ dsr
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‘P.S.

What number has been assigned to-the next affiliated project which

Wﬂl be to study the location of the bypass to be built after this
“connéctor” is in place.
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. STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM )
.STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
: F.A.P. I-49-1 (057) -
1-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
AFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF TH"—' OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT,
 THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS,

POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED
ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE PROJECT -WEBSITE -PUBLIC COMMENT PAG , WITHIN TEN
CALENDAR DA"S FOLLOWING THIS HEARING: Al '
Environmental Engineer Admmlstrator , -

LA Department of Transportatlon and Deve!opment
Post Office Bax 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

© www.I49south.org , , ‘ i
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PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM
STATE PROJECT NO. 700-99-0230
. F.A.P.I-45-1 (057)
1-49 SOUTH / ROUTE US 90
LAFAYETTE REGIONAL AIRPORT TO LA 88
LAFAYETTE, ST. MARTIN, AND IBERIA PARISHES

STATE OF LOUISIANA DEPARTMEI\FI' OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT - J

IN ORDER TQ INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, .
THEY SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS, POSTMARKED, OR RECEIVED

- ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH TRE PROJECT WEBSITE PUBLIC COMMENT PAGE, WITHIN TEN
CALENDAR DAYS FOLLOWING THIS HEARING: : : | ]
Environmental Enginee’f Administrator -

LA Department of Tra nspartation and Develop'ment 2 ™,
Post Office Box 94245 ’

Baton Rouge, LA 70804:9245 S N A
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Comiment#:17,

I would like to make the following comments about the current plans for this segment of
the 1-49 South project. My concerns are in’the following areas: community needs,

including residential and commercial, traffic demand, safety of travelers on the roadway,
and construction impact.

In my opinion, needs of the communities surrounding this roadway have been well
addressed in these plans. The current DEIS shows O residences will be relocated due
construction of this roadway. Sound walls are being planned in two specific areas where
they were requested. The extension of the overpass in Broussard to allow both Eola and
Morgan Streets to continuous passage below the freeway is a wonderful thing for
Broussard. Morgan passes through the very heart of Broussard and it is critical for this
community that it be fully connected with the highway. Together with the Albertson

- Pkwy access these three roadways will be the lifelines for Broussard when the highway is

built. The two-way service road at ground level on the east side of the freeway between
Verot School Rd and La 89, where an elevated frontage road is required for access to.
those roadways, is another example of meeting the needs of the local community. But the
best part of this planning in regard to local businesses may be in the details of the
frontage roads themselves. The one-way frontage roads will minimize the traffic signal
delays at crossing roadways, making access to businesses along those roads faster and
less frustrating. For a comparison, look at the I-49 service roads in Opelousas.. The
intersections at Judson Walsh and Cresswell Lane have traffic buildups and motorists can

get very frustrated. Wal-Mart even decided to move off of this location and build its new

superstore on Cresswell instead of the frontage roads. Broussard's one-way frontage
roads will not have this problem. Not only will the signal delays be minimized, but the
entry and exit between the freeway and the frontage roads will be incredibly easy and fast
compared to two-way service road access. Again, compare to 1-49 between Lafayette and
Opelousas. To access the frontage road one. must exit the highway onto a crossing
roadway, and then enter the service road at another crossing intersection. Two last
comments about the frontage roads. The notion of entrance ramps before - the
interchanges, and exit ramps after the interchanges, is a wonderful concept for local
businesses. Cars entering or exiting the roadway will spend much more time on the
frontage roads than with alternative designs. This allows local businesses to spread out

~ along the frontage roads without worrying about limiting access. Finally, the u-turns at

the interchanges will make it incredibly easy to get from one side of the roadway to the
other, again, providing easy access to local businesses, easier than even the current
roadway allows.

Highway construction almost always has hard impacts on local businesses. Again, I think
the one-way frontage roads can prove their value during construction of the main freeway
lanes. Please consider the following scenario when forming the construction plans. I think
that the frontage roads should be built first. This would be the hardest time for local
businesses. Once complete, I the main US 90 traffic can be diverted onto these frontage
roads to make way for construction of the main freeway lanes. The one-way frontage
roads will keep the traffic flowing next to the businessés while construction takes place in

_ the center. These frontage roads will have the same capacity as US 90 today, and in some

places where turn lanes are constructed, even more capacity. As u-turns are built and

29



Coimment # 17

opened at the interchanges (hopefully as quickly as possible), accessing the opposite side
of the highway will become easier than it is today, even before construction is completed!

Regarding safety I think the planners have done a great job. At an earlier public meeting I |

expressed concern for safety at the Albertson Pkwy / La 182 interchange. The plans at
that time showed a southbound exit ramp (intended for Amb. Caffery) just before the
overpass over La 182. That exit ramp posed a real hazard as many motorists would have
used it to get to La 182, having to merge very quickly to the right, and slowing down the
" other exiting traffic. The current plans not only address this concern, but also other
improvements to-simplify traffic flow through this area. The old plans had two-way La
182 in parallel with the one-way frontage road, which in my opinion left room for
confusion and possible hazards. Merging La 182 with the frontage roads is a great idea.
One lady at this hearing stated concern that her daughter does not know how she will get
from her home near La 96 to Albertsons. By the looks of these plans, gettmg to
Albertsons will be just as easy as it is now; and much safer than it is now.

I also believe these plans do a good j ob of addressing future traffic demand as far as it
~ can be predicted. The allotment of space to build flyovers at Amb. Caffery I think is a
wise decision. But more importantly to traffic needs is the selection of the route itself.
Lafayette Consolidated Government performed a scientific study of the traffic usage of
this roadway based on Federal Highway Admin. planning models. The study showed that
less than 10% of the current traffic on this roadway is traveling completely through
Lafayette Parish. The rest are either traveling to the parish, from the parish, or both.
Selecting a route that bypasses most of the parish would do little to satisfy the needs of
90% of travelers.on this roadway. If the southern part of the parish continues to grow as it
- has over the last 30 years, the demands on this roadway will only grow with it. The
current roadway is well over capacity and must be upgraded for the needs of Lafayette
Parish. Some people at this meeting complained about the current state. of traffic on this
roadway. I firmly believe that building I-49 elsewhere will only leave US 90 in a worse
state than it is in today. '

Finally I would like to ask the engineers and planners continue to work closely with the
property owners along US 90. A couple of these landowners expressed concerns at this

hearing and I hope that they get the meetings they requested. with planners in person to
consider their needs thoroughly.

Thank you,
Kevin Normand
105 Rue Campagne '

Broussard, LA 70518
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Comment-# 18 :

Let the work begin!
I lived in Houston for 4 yéars and return to Lafayette in 2000. I am a big fan of the
"Texas turmarounds”. The one way frontage roads may cause people to drive further to

reach their destination, but the do move the traffic and reduce congestion. -

I have been fascinated by the amount‘of congested traffic interchanges in Lafayette. -
Based on the size of this city, we should not have the traffic problems that exist today.

Sincerely, Todd Long
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Comment #19...

I live in Youngsville and travel the Highway 90 corridor into Lafayette every work day. I
have, luckily only been involved in a minor traffic accident at the intersection of

Highway 92 and Highway 90. This is a very dangerous intersection. I am strongly in

favor of this project because it will save lives. My youngest son, who started driving two
years ago had to cross this intersection every school day, and I feared for his life. One
minor mistake in judgement and you are dead.

[-49 South wiIlr_have minimal effect on the businesses-along it's path and no effect on
residences. It will only improve traffic flow and provide safe, limited access. |

William Crist
201 Alva Road
Youngsville, LA 70592
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Comments #20.and 21

I am against the 1-49 corridor passing through one of the busiest and congested parts of
Lafayette. If the object is to divert, then divert with a new route around the city. If the
object is economic development, then don't build uon an already existing development,
but expand to create new ones. '

‘Lafayette has rescently spent millions on downtown development. The backdrop of an
“elevated highway would be detrimental to the atmosphere that we have spent money and

time trying to create. Imagine our monthly art walks and weekly lunches with the
backgroud sounds of eighteen wheelers zooming by. Why? Why whenever good things
happen to our city something else comes along and messes it up. Why do you choose the
most destructive and costly route when there are other options out there?

Renee Jaubert LaPointe

312 Vital St., Lafayette, LA 70506

I am against the 1-49 corridor passing through one of the busiest and congested parts of

Lafayette. If the object is to divert, then divert with a new route around the city. If the -
object is economic development, then don't build uon an already existing development,

but expand to create new ones.

Lafayette
Renee Jaubert LaPointe

312 Vital St., Lafayette, LA 70506
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" Commment # 23 -

My name is Bobby Rhyne. My address 4730 s.w. Evangeline Thruway Broussard, La.

70518 I own three separate businesses along Highway 90 and according to your plans I

will lose all three. For the record I would like to retain the property at the 4730 s.w.
Evangeline Thruway location. Your present plan calls for the back portion of the property
but I would like to keep the front portion which borders hwy 182, Albertson's pwy, and
hwy 90. If I need to give more details feel free to contact anytime.
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Comment # 24

I was disappointed in the manor that the public hearing that was held June 5, 2003 at the
Broussard Middle School in Broussard, Louisiana. When tax payers attend a public
hearing, they are there to get answers to their questions, not ask and sit down. What's the -
point? The information that was available was good and educational of the proposed
route itself. :

The problem 1 have with this project is the information or lack of that is given out to the
public. When I speak with people of this project, they are surprised when I tell them that
this is not a "done deal." The information that is given by local government mislead the
public that this is the route and gives the appearance that it is final. There must be
another or better way for people to be informed because the local media here does not do
a very good job of it.

Since there is not a loop bypassing Lafayette, I have an issue for public safety, and that is
the. transportation of hazardous chemicals traveling through Lafayette. With close
proximity of schools, neighborhoods and churches along this corridor is a disaster
waiting to happen. It's hazardous enough with what we have to deal with now. With the
threat of a major, highly toxic chemical spill is of a major concemn. -

Hurricane evacuation is another major concern. No one has been able to give me an
answer for alternative routes while this [-49 is under construction. Lafayette is a major
evacuation artery. Lafayette is also not a shelter city for a major hurricane such as what
Lili could have been. The city of Lafayette and Lafayette Parish has emergency shelters

only, for those who end up trapped here. - | '

Still on the subject of hurricane evacuation, the Teche Ridge route would move traffic at
a much better rate than the congestion that will be created going through Lafayette. To
handle the amount of traffic through Lafayette, the elevated section would have to be, in
my opinion at least eight lanes beginning south of Hwy 92 to possibly north of Carencro
to where Hwy 182 intersects. '

Economical growth would benefit St. Martin, Iberia and Lafayette Parishes. With the
Teche Ridge proposed or suggested route this would open up a much greater commerce
opportunity for these areas.

It would also appear that the cost and construction time would be far less than what is
now being proposed.

I, as most people agree that 1-49 must be built. It is a much needed transportation route,
however, people are beginning to feel that the current proposed route is being shoved

down their throats and that there are no other alternatives.

Please enter this response into .the official transcript for the public hearing held June 5.
2003, State Project No. 700-99-0230, F.A.R. I-49-1(057).
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Comment # 24
My home address: 411 Crest Circle Youngsville, La. 70592

Ross Heard

QA/HSE Manager

Loadmaster Derrick & Equipment, Inc.
1084 S. Cruse Ave. '
Broussard, LA 70518

36
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Comment #:25-

Brian Jason Moresi with Maxie's Campground P.O. Box 181 Broussard, Louisiana 70518
I noticed on the web site, handout and at the meeting three different sets of entrances into
our Campground. We would like to keep the present entrance. I realize. we will need
another entrance on the West North West comer. This is so that the 40' plus motor homes
with tow vehicles can enter into our park with relative ease. It is this area that the plans
are unclear. We would like the entrance as far West North West from the end of the
Campground as possible. This would be in the area of our present billboard which says

~ Maxie's Campground It's Your Country See it!!

According to one set of plans this entrance was only penciled in. The night of the meeting "
had a plat on the wall with the correct entrance.

- This entrance would also be more effective in regards to the noise abatement wall.

Would also like to point out the need to completely remove the present box culvert's at
hwy 90 at Maxie's Campground. The Cypress Bayou Channel should be able to flow
unobstructed. These box culverts have been the cause of flooding in the past. Would also .
like to see the Cypress Bayou Channel cleared and dredge to Bayou Tortue and the
Vermilion River to accommodate the large volume of stormwater runoff from the
additional cement roads.

Please install noise abatement walls that will do the job of absorbing the noise.  Thanks
Brian Jason Moresi
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Comment #26

The following comments are in reference to the section from the airport in Lafayette, LA
to highway 88 in Iberia parish. I feel that the proposal that has been submitted in the EIS
is great. It will provide a hurricane evacuation route that will accommodate some of the
major cities affected by hurricanes. It will have a major impact on safety .on one of the
bloodiest sections of the highway. It will almost eliminate traffic congestion between
Lafayette and Iberia Parish. This section of highway is a major commerce artery in this
area, therefore it will provide for faster and more efficient artery for goods and services.
It will improve the daily commute time between these areas. Finally, it will provide a
route through Louisiana to other states for interstate commerce.

This project has been studied long enough. A good solid plan is in place. Lets secure the |

funding and get it underway.

Thanks,

Milton Flash : -
3119 Riverwood Road
New Iberia, LA 7056
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Com’ment #27

The following comments are in reference to the section from the airport in Lafayette, LA
to highway 88 in Iberia parish. I feel that the proposal that has been submitted in the EIS .
is great. It will provide a hurricane evacuation route that will accommodate some of the
major cities affected by hurricanes. It will have a major impact on safety on one of the
bloodiest sections of the highway. It will almost eliminate traffic congestion between
Lafayette and Iberia Parish. This section of highway is a major commerce artery in this

area, therefore it will provide for faster and more efficient artery for goods and services.

It will improve the daily commute time between these areas. Finally, it will provide a

route through Louisiana to other states for int_erstate COmMmerce. :

This project has been studied long enough. A go‘od solid plén is in place. Lets secure the
funding and get it underway.

Thanks, -
Tim Markle
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Comment # 28 -

The following comments are in reference to the section from the ajrport in Lafayette, LA
to highway 88 in Iberia parish. I feel that the proposal that has been submitted in the EIS
is great. It will provide a hurricane evacuation route that will accommodate some of the
major cities affected by hurricanes. It will have a major impact on safety on one of the
bloodiest sections of the highway. It will almost eliminate traffic congestion between

- Lafayette and Iberia Parish. This section of highway is a major commerce artery in this
area, therefore it will provide for faster and more efficient artery for goods and services.
It will improve the daily commute time between these areas. Finally, it will provide a
route through Louisiana to other states for interstate commerce.

This project has been studied long enough.” A good solid plan is in place. Lets secure the
funding and get it underway.

Thanks,

Gene R. Flash

3119 Riverwood Road
New Iberia, LA 70560
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Comment # 29 :

The following comments are in reference to the section from the airport in Lafayette, LA
to highway 88 in Iberia parish. I feel that the proposal that has been submitted in the EIS |
is great. It will provide a hurricane evacuation route that will accommodate some of the
major cities affected by hurricanes. It will have a major impact on safety on one of the
bloodiest sections of the highway. It will almost eliminate traffic congestion between
Lafayette and Iberia Parish. This section of highway is a major commerce artery in this
area, therefore it will provide for faster and more efficient artery for goods and services.
It will improve the daily commute time between these areas. Finally, it will provide a
route through Louisiana to other states for interstate commerce. ' N

This project has been studied long enough. - A good solid plAan is in place. Lets secure thé
funding and get it underway. o '

7 Thanks,

Michael G. Flash
2200 Belle Ruelle
New Iberia, LA 70563

Thanks for the opportunity to share my thoughts.
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Comment # 30 .

The following comments are submitted on behalf of Concerned Citizens Coalition:

1. The EIS of this project appears to be improperly segmented. The National
Environmental Policy Act forbids a piecemeal approach to federal projects. Presenting
two separate studies for only 17 miles across our small parish makes analysis more
difficult. Combining study of this 12 mile section with the 5 mile I-49 Connector through
Lafayette would allow the public to better understand impacts and costs to our area.

2.  Why were no alternative routes studied. " The ROD for Lafayette 1-49 Connector
contains 650 citizen comments with 647 of those opposing and specifically requesting a
bypass, The Teche Ridge Route, be studied. St. Martin Parish _

had preliminary engineering studies completed in 2001 which estimated construction
costs to be $459 million and building time approximately 3 years. Congress early this
year ordered that it be studied. The $352 the EIS estimates for building this segment
combined with cost estimates in the city of Lafayette now totals approximately $780
million. The total would be greatly increased by necessary environmental cleanup on
both segments. The EIS estimates 10 years construction time for this segment. An even
longer construction period would be required for the Connector segment in the city.
Citizens should not be required to bear this cost, danger, and inconvenience of never-
ending construction when a more reasonable alternative is available.

3. The small town of Broussard will be dwarfed by this massive structure. It proudly
claims to contain more historic sites than any other town of its size. At least 14 are on the
National Register of Historic Places. The DEIS historic survey identified 58 buildings
over 50 years of age in the corridor studied. - We find it remarkable that none are eligible
for NRHP with the exception of the Comeaux House and Marguerite St. Julien House
which have been registered since 1983. We will provide a list of specific properties as
soon as the historic survey.is made available to us. The DEIS concludes that the
Comeaux House will suffer vibration, noise and visual impacts. We do not agree these
effects are "minimal". Nor do we agree as to the nearby St. Julien House, which isthe
Broussard Senior Citizens Center. In these instances '

and others the project violates the National Historic Preservation Act.

4. Broussard's Arceneaux Park, only 300 to 400 ft. from the proposed project, is very
heavily utilized by citizens of the area. It is the scene of most of their recreational, as

well as cultural events, such as the famous Boudin Festival. We object to the conclusion

that it is not impacted. Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act
requires that public parks not be impacted by federal projects.
The DEIS failed to prepare the required 4(f) evaluation. '

5. Hundreds of businesses located along }thway 50 would be advérsely impacted.
Many could not survive the estimated 10 years construction time. A significant number
of jobs would be lost. i '

6. How will hurricane or other émergency evacuation be possible during the 10 years of
construction? Tropical Storm Allison two years ago flooded both Highway 90 and 182 -

-



Comment-# 30

and nothing has been done to addréss the problem. Many thousands of south Louisiana
residents must escape through this area.

7. Many business owners are concerned that one way frontage roads will prevent -

sufficient access. They also have concerns about the placement of exits which are not
being addressed. If was offensive to many of those attending the Broussard public
hearing on June 5 to be told, "no questions will be answered". Public hearings on this
project are perceived by many citizens as held only because they are legally required. LA
DOTD officials were absent from the hearing.

‘8. The highway is predicted to carry twice today's volume of traffic. We believe the
noise increase will be greater than the DEIS indicates. Short segments of sound walls.
planned for only two locations, Maxie's Campground and Cote Gelee apartments, have
been totally ineffective in other cities. Nothing is planned for 116 residences sited as
“having unacceptably high noise levels.

9. The proj ect overlies the Chicot Aquifer which presents the possibility of penetration
or infiltration during construction activity in addition to runoff.

10. Lafayette Parish is not expected to be in compliance With the new EPA standards for
ground level ozone. Under the eight hour standard, Lafayette Pamish exceeded the
maximum level 8 days in 2000 The parish continues to rate an "F" for air quality in the
current State of the Air Report of the American Lung Association as a result of auto
emissions. We believe that air quality standards alone should prevent approval of a plan
“which would funnel twice the traffic through our parish. - Lafayette citizens believe the
parish would not have been placed in attainment in 1995 except for the fact that we lack
sufficient ozone monitoring stations. Only one exists for the entire area from Baton
Rouge to Lake Charles. It is in a pastute behind the Lafayette Technical College
approximately 3. miles from Evangeline Thruway. '

11. We question the adequacy of the hazardous waste screening. . The Highway 90
cormidor has long contained hundreds of sites that generate hazardous materials and
wastes. Yet the DEIS states on 3-31, "Due to the physical size and nature of this project
and to the large number of tracts adjacent to US 90 within the project study area, a

complete and comprehensive site inspection for each of the parcels along the corridor

was not performed." We question that legal requirements are met by planning a huge

~ highway project through a corridor known to be loaded with hazardous waste but

eliminate complete inspections of each site because they are too numerous? Local
citizens have personal knowledge of numerous sites-such as 51 Oil Company n
Broussard Wluch would require extensive environmental cleanup.

12. Residents of the city and parish are at risk from the very high number of large trucks
through this corridor, many loaded with hazardous materials. Citizens have long

expressed their fear. Public safety requirements would dictate that officials not act to
Increase that danger.
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Comment # 30

13. Environmental justice requirements under Executive Order 12898 (1984) mandate
that federal projects not disproportionately impact minority and low-income groups. No
neighborhood would be more impacted than the small older homes which lie along
Avenues B, C, and D, east of 2nd Avenue in Broussard. They are almost exclusively
low-income residents who -would live in the shadow of this project. In no way do these

residents match the cited census tract statistics which indicate white residents with above
average income,

Kelly Caldwell
Communications Director
Concerned Citizens Coalition
336 Elizabeth Avenue

Lafayette, LA 70501  (337) 237-7022 Submitted: June 13, 2003



Comment # 31 .

We oppose the I-49 South Airport to LA 88 project for the same reasons that we oppose
the Lafayette Connector portion. The project will not secure the best possible hurricane
evacuation route for the one million people that live in South Louisiana. The project is
too costly; it unnecessarily displaces businesses and does not take into account the
hazardous waste sites that will need to be cleaned up. Construction time of this portion

.and the Lafayette Connector will take more than 10 years and the end result will be traffic

congestion such as Baton Rouge is cumrently experiencing. The Teche Ridge could be
built at a cost of approximately 5 million dollars for 28 miles and would serve as a much
needed loop around Lafayette.

We thoroughly agfce with Sen. John McCain is his assessment of the Lafayette
Connector and also this portion from the airport to LA 88 as pure "pork".

Camille & John Lapeyrouse
6407 East Old Spanish Trail
Jeanerette Louisiana 70544
(337) 364-6680
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Comment # 32

To whom it may concern,

The urban deterioration, division of traditional urban neighborhoods, devaluation of
urban property values, the urban eyesores and harmful environmental impact caused by
elevated urban highways can be so great that any benefits created by such highways can
be offset by the damage done to the quality of urban life. i

Before an elevated urban highway is built, there should be a comprehensive study of the
regional transportation needs of Lafayette, and its adjacent parishes, by a qualified,
- unbiased and disinterested highway and transportation consultant.

All of the studies concerning the proposed elevated urban highway through Downtown
Lafayette have been commissioned and paid for by those with the preconceived notion
that such a downtown elevated highway should and will be built. '

The transportation-planning process for the 1-49 "Lafayette Connector" is tainted with
bias and the preconceived notions of powerful state and local political forces, who harbor
a blatant disregard for the harm that can be done by elevated urban highways through
heavily populated downtown areas. ' i

There has never been an unbiased study by a qualified and disinterested transportation
consultant of Lafayette's transportation needs, together with the transportation needs of
the surrounding region, such that a comprehensive regional transportation plan may be

created, and a single regional interstate highway development project may be considered,
using federal money. ‘

Not all of the possibilitiés and alternative r‘?utes for the I-49 Lafayette Area Connector
have been given adequate consideration and study. ; S ‘

This highway should not be built as presently conceived, until all of the altematives are

given thorough study by a qualified, unbiased and disinterested highway and
transportation consultant.

I might as well be peeing in the wind as writing these comments because those who want
to build an elevated urban highway through Downtown Lafayette never read these kinds
of comments. They don't care about the harm that can be done to the more densely -
populated Lafayette urban area, and they never will. | ' |

Vincent James "Vic" Bell

305 Halcott #108 _ . o
Lafayette, Louisiana 70503 : -

- 337-989-1608

337-884-1488




Cémment # 33

Please consider the following comments:

Four firms are listed as preparers of the DEIS. One of those is Fenstermaker &
Associates. They prepared Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessments, Wetland Findings
Report, and the Biological Assessment Report.

With all due respect to the individuals involved and to the firm, I question the selection of
the chairman of the governor's I-49 South Task Force, to play an important role in the

~ preparation of this study. 1-49 South on Evangeline Thruway and Highway 90 has long

been a goal of the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce. Mr. William Fenstermaker, former
chamber chairman, has been the very effective moving force in that effort. His right to
pursue the chambers goals is not questioned. At the Public Meeting in 1992 on this
highway citizens clearly demonstrated their opposition to this plan resulting in
withdrawal of the EIS. The chamber proudly claims credit for resurrecting it via the
North/South Corridor Study.

That being the history, I question the choice of this firm to participate in preparation of
the EIS on this public project.

Kelly Caldwell

336 Elizabeth Avenue
Lafayette, LA 70501
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Comment #34

We attended your June 5, 2003 inearing held here in Broussard, Louisiana.

We would like to take the opportunity to voice our concern about the impaci the proposed
1-49 construction would have on the visibility of our business and the possibility .of lost

- property value due to the high rise construction of a Morgan Street over pass.

We are very concerned about the possible negative short term impact due to construction
and the long term impact after completion of the project on our building visibility and
property value. : i

We are grateful for the opportunity to voice our concern and wish that you maintain this
email address to advise of any changes and or the progress of the I-49 project. '

‘Thank you,

Doug Cochrane T
President -
COCHRANE TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

3913 Hwy 90 East

Broussard, LA 70518

337-837-3334 _

Email: d.cochrane@cochranetech.com

Joey Le Blanc
'VP-Administration

COCHRANE TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
3913 Hwy 90 East

. Broussard, LA 70518

337-837-3334
Email: j.leblanc@cochranetech.com

| P,




-Comment# 35

June 12, 2003

VIA E-MAIL

www.[-49s0uth.org

Vince Russo

Environmental Engineer Administrator

Department of Transportation & Development _

P.0. Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

In re: The I-49 Project -

State Project No. 700-99-0230

Federal Project No. I-49-1(057)

Dear Mr. Russo;

I am a concerned citizen and business owner and vote in favor of the Teche Ridge. This
alternate route will eliminate the creation of another abomination like those established in
other Louisiana cities. The objective of an iriterstate connector (as you call it) is to maove

traffic through the community rather than forting motorists to remain involuntarily in our
community in a stopped position on the thoroughfare. We do understand that elevated

roadways provide lovely, appealing landscapes and playgrounds, but if that is one of the - -

objectives of this elevated roadway, then we may accomplish the same thing beneath the
Teche Ridge roadway if it is to be elevated.

Very truly yours,

J. Louis Gibbens

-~ JLG/dsr

P.S. What number has been assigned to the next affiliated project which W111 be to study
the location of the bypass to be built after this Aconnector@ is in place.

a9
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Comment # 36

VINCE

I WANT THE 149 CONNECTOR .TO FOLLOW THE

THROUGHWAY/US90 ROUTE.

I FEEL THAT THE TECHE RIDGE COP OUT IS JUST THAT AND WOULD K

DESTROY SOME

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY. AND THAT WOULD BE A SIN!

JIM FORET
7766 MAIN HWY
ST MARTINVILLE, LA 70582
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