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4.20.2.2 Selected Alternative, Hurricane Evacuation

The selected alternative would improve evacuation and local transportation
opportunities as described in Section 1.2.3.

4.20.3 Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Existing Conditions

Currently both LA 182 and US 90 parallel the BNSF mainline in vicinity of Kemper
Williams Park and a gated at-grade crossing of the BNSF mainline provides vehicular
access from US 90 to the Kemper Williams Park at Cotten Road. There is also a
crossing approximately 1000" west of Cotten Road, which serves as an auxiliary
access to the park. The second crossing is also a gated at-grade crossing. Under
existing conditions, pedestrian/bicycle access to the park is very limited because of
the hazards of utilizing US 90 as a pedestrian/bicycle route.

4.20.3.1 No-build Alternate, Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

The no-build alternate would involve no new construction or right-of-way acquisition
and, therefore, would have no impact on existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

4.20.3.2 Selected Alternative, Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

The selected alternative provides the opportunity to create bicycle and accessible
pedestrian links between the developed areas of Patterson located north of existing
US 90 and Kemper Williams Park on the south side. An elevated portion of the
mainline extends almost two miles from just west of Tiffany Street to a point east of
the new connection between the frontage roads and LA 182 as it enters Bayou Vista.

This crossing would be routed at the intersection of LA 182 (Main Street) and the
proposed extension of Lassus Street to the south side of the frontage road and then
eastward to the auxiliary access road entering the park. Both the elevated Future 1-49
mainline and the BNSF Railroad would have to be crossed to provide this access to
Kemper Williams Park. Three alternative concepts for providing the crossing were
considered: overhead, tunnel, and at-grade.

The At-Grade Closure Gate Crossing was selected. It would utilize multiple safety
features including chain link fencing to funnel pedestrians to this crossing of the
railroad and away from crossing at other locations. Signals and gate closures could
be provided to ensure safety when a train is passing, and a traffic signal with a
pedestrian phase would be provided at the intersection of Lassus Street and the
frontage road. This joint use path would meet the standards of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. The construction cost of a pedestrian closure gate crossing is
estimated to be in the range of $200,000.

4.20.3.3 Mitigation Measures, Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

The project would include the construction of a joint use bicycle and pedestrian path
contingent upon a local sponsor assuming responsibility to compensate the BNSF for
annual maintenance costs and to exempt the railroad from liability associated with
crossing activities. This agreement would have to be reached between the BNSF
Railroad and the local sponsor because the crossing gate closure system would be
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operationally linked with the rail network, and the BNSF would have to maintain the
closure system. (see Exhibits 4-3A and 4-3B).

4.21 Construction
4.21.1 Traffic and Circulation Impacts
4.21.1.1 No-build Alternate, Tratfic and Circulation Impacts

The no-build alternate would involve no new construction activities. No disruption of
existing traffic/circulation patterns would occur.

4.21.1.2  Selected Alternative, Traffic and Circulation Impacts

Depending on funding availability, construction of the project would occur in stages
over a 10-year period. Construction would result in short-term transportation impacts
‘to local area residents and businesses, particularly those whose primary vehicular
access is provided by US 90.

For the majority of the length of Subsegment X, the proposed roadway geometry for
Future 1-49 includes a 4-lane mainline control of access roadway with associated 2-
way frontage roads. In Subsegment Y this geometry transitions to a mainline 4-Jane
interstate with 1-way frontage roads at Red Cypress Road. This configuration
continues to just east of Southeast Boulevard in Subsegment Z. From roughly the
Berwick Town Limit to the Thorguson Drive interchange, there are no frontage roads.

One of the criteria for the project is to maintain four lanes of US 90 open to traffic
during the construction of Future 1-49. As a general concept, as shown in Exhibit 4-4,
the frontage roads would be constructed first, and would function as a full access
roadway in the same manner as US 90 while the control of access mainline of Future
1-49 is constructed in the alignment of existing US 90.

Because of the unique characteristics of the Subsegment Y geometry in the vicinity of
Idlewild Plantation and Kemper Williams Park, a conceptual construction phasing
plan has been developed to demonstrate how Future 1-49 can be constructed allowing
for four lanes of US 90 traffic within the constrained right-of-way available. This
phasing plan is shown in Exhibits 4-5A, 4-5B, and 4-5C.

In Subsegment Z, temporary roads would be required to allow for the reconstruction
of the Future [-49 mainline.

4.21.1.3 Mitigation Measures, Traffic and Circulation Impacts

Construction sequence and traffic maintenance criteria and plans would be developed
as part of final design to coordinate construction activities and ensure continued
access to all properties. Needs for special considerations would be identified and
addressed.

4.21.2 Air Quality
4.21.2.1 No-build Alternate, Air Quality

The no-build alternate would involve no construction activities. No impact on air
quality would result.
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4.21.2.2 Selected Alternative, Air Quality

Construction may cause minor, short-term impacts to local air quality. An increase in
airborne particulates may occur as a result of soil disturbance and emissions from
equipment operations.

4.21.2.3 Mitigation Measures

Standard erosion control strategies, including transport of materials in tarpaulin-
covered trucks, and selected wetting of soils within the construction zone would
minimize airborne particulate matter. Any burning of material would be undertaken
according to relevant local laws and ordinances. Appropriate traffic control plans may
serve to limit.localized concentrations of emissions during construction.

4.21.3 Noise
4.21.3.1 No-build Alternate, Noise

The no-build alternate would involve no construction activities. No construction
noise impact would result from this alternate.

4.21.3.2 Selected Alternative, Noise

The construction of the proposed project would result in temporary noise increases
within the project area. Noise would be generated primarily from heavy equipment
used in hauling materials and building the roadway. Noise-sensitive areas located
close to the construction may experience temporary increases in noise levels. There
are no areas within the project area, however, where quiet is of extraordinary
significance; therefore, no such areas would be impacted by construction noise.

4.21.3.3 Mitigation Measures, Noise

The construction contractor would have the responsibility for protection of the
general public in all aspects of construction throughout the life of the project. All
construction equipment will be required to comply with OSHA Regulations as they
apply to the employees' safety, and in accordance with the LDOTD Standard
Specifications. All construction equipment used in the construction phase of the
project should be properly muffled and all motor panels should be shut during
operation.

Shielding of stationary noise sources such as generators with temporary barriers
would occur. As appropriate, construction noise abatement measures referenced in
Section 107.15 of the Louisiana Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges, and
the FHWA Technical Advisory T 6160 2, dated March 13, 1984, would be utilized.

4.21.4 Utilities
4.21.4.1 No-build Alternate, Utilities

The no-build alternate would result in no impact to utilities, as it would involve no
new construction or right-of~way acquisition.

4.21.4.2 Selected Alternative, Utilities

The selected alternative would require certain utility relocations both within the
existing US 90 right-of-way and in areas of additional required right-of-way.
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4.21.4.3 Mitigation Measures, Utilities

Specific relocation plans would be determined during the final design phase of the
project prior to construction of the roadway improvements. Functional or financial
responsibility for relocation of a specific facility or line may differ depending on prior
agreements between the utility providers, current landowners, local government, and
LDOTD. The determination of responsibility would be in accord with LDOTD
policies and procedures.

4.21.5 Navigation
4.21.5.1 No-Build Alternative, Navigation

The no-build alternate would result in no impact to navigation, as it would involve no
new construction in a navigable waterway '

4.21.5.2 Selected Alternative Navigation

Construction of the LA 182 crossing of Wax Lake Outlet in the selected alternative
would cause temporary closures of the channel during the construction of piers and
the placement of the superstructure.

4.21.5.3 Mitigation Measures, Navigation

The closures of the channel would be coordinated with the USCG and disclosed in the
permit processes with the USCG and the USACE during final design and
incorporated in the construction documents.

4.22 Cumulative Impacts and Growth
4.22.1 Cumulative Impacts

Cumulative impact is defined as “the impact on the environment which results from
the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present and reasonably
foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (federal or non-federal) or
person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from
individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of
time” (40 CFR 1508.7).

4.22.1.1 No-build Alternate, Cumulative Impacts

The no-build alternate would have no incremental impact, with respect to cumulative
effects of past, current and future projects on most environmental resources.
However, expected degradation in intersection levels of service (LOS) along US 90 in
the design year may adversely affect localized air quality due to increased emissions
from vehicle queuing and delays. Specifically, the intersections of the Wal-Mart
Driveway, Southeast Boulevard, and Thorguson Drive would experience an overall
peak period LOS E or F in the design year no-build alternate, which would be a
significant degradation from the existing peak period LOS C+. Excess emissions
resulting from congestion and idling at these locations would increase localized levels
of carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, and nitrogen oxides. No predicted
emissions levels, however, would exceed ambient air quality standards. '
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4.22.1.2 Selected Alternative, Cumulative Impacts

The Future 1-49 project is being planned and advanced separately from other federal
state, and local projects. However, as a regional corridor, Future 1-49 is evaluated in
this FEIS for its ability to satisfy the project purpose and need (Section 1.0), and also
for its sensitivity to existing and planned development within and near the study
corridor. In this dual context, impact analysis data relevant to existing and planned
development is included wherever possible.

This impact analysis determined that the project, in the context of other transportation
and development projects, could have an incremental adverse impact in terms of
water quality, wetlands, vegetation, and wildlife due to the addition of new pavement
and unavoidable fill. The most critical of these potential impacts, the adverse impact
to Louisiana black bear habitat, was identified for mitigation measures.

4.22.1.3 Mitigation Measures, Cumulative Impacts

The area south of the ROW is habitat of the coastal Louisiana black bear sub-
population, and in Subsegments X and Y of this project, the ROW is the northern
boundary of the sub-population habitat. To minimize potential cumulative impacts to
black bear habitat, the LDOTD will consider thé discretionary Conservation
Recommendations of Section 7 consultation presented in Section 4.11.3.

4.23 Induced Growth

The corridors of I-10 and US 90/Future 1-49 in south Louisiana are expected to
continue to grow based on the trends of the maritime and oil industries. As discussed
in Chapter 1, Future 1-49 would, in part, relieve congestion on I-10 and improve
mobility throughout south Louisiana. As a result, the regional locational advantages
relative to ground transportation between the two corridors would be equalized, and,
as a result, the Future 1-49 South corridor, as a whole, would be relatively more
attractive to industrial development than the same corridor served by existing US 90.
Residential development would be expected to follow job growth created by
industrial development, and commercial growth would follow residential and, in
some cases, the increase in travelers that would use an improved transportation
corridor.

4.23.1 No-build Alternate, Induced Growth

The no-build alternate would impact the potential for new growth both regionally and
in the project area. The south Louisiana region would experience increased
congestion over time that would, for some types of development, put it at a
competitive disadvantage. The project area also would experience a gradual
reduction in attractiveness as congestion eliminates the relative advantages of
available land near US 90.

4.23.1.1 Selected Alternative, Induced Growth

As discussed, regional growth is expected to be based on the trends in the maritime
and oil industries. The selected alternative would not increase the rate of growth
based on the trends in these industries, but would support that growth. At the project
area level, the selected alternative would increase the relative competitive position of
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the available land within the south Louisiana region. Also, it potentially would make
portions of the project area more attractive for commercial development serving the
traveling public. The selected alternative is not expected, however, to induce growth
in a manner or to a degree that is different from the character of the existing
development.

4.23.1.2 Mitigation Measures, Induced Growth

No mitigation measures are warranted regarding induced growth.

4.24 Relationship of Short-Term Uses to Long-Term
Productivity -

4.24.1 No-build Alternate

The no-build alternate would involve no. construction. As such, no new short-term
impacts or use of resources would occur except when required for routine
maintenance of existing US 90.

4.24.2 Selected Alternative

As a transportation improvement, Future 1-49 is an outgrowth of federal, state, and
regional planning that considered existing and future traffic needs. These planning
considerations recognized the potential for short-term project impacts at the localized
level and the concurrent commitment of human resources and materials. These
potential impacts to the natural and human environments and strategies to mitigate
adverse impacts are identified within this FEIS. Local short-term impacts and project
use of resources were found to be reasonable in the context of the overall project
scope and primary goal to maintain and enhance long-term regional productivity.

4.24.3 Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are warranted regarding the relationship of short-term uses to
long-term productivity.

4.25 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources
4.25.1 No-build Alternate

As the no-build alternate would involve no roadway construction, the commitment of
resources would be limited to those already accounted for in the US 90 maintenance
program.

4.25.2 Selected Alternative

Construction of Future 1-49 would require a commitment of land, labor, natural
resources, and financial resources. Land acquisition would be an irreversible
commitment to the project for the life of the highway. The project would adhere to
federal and state property acquisition requirements to ensure appropriate
compensation of affected landowners. If; in the future, a greater need for the land
occurs, the land could potentially be converted to that other use.
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Labor, materials, and equipment fuels used to construct the facility would be
considered irretrievable resources. The selection and use of these resources would
not have an adverse effect on the continued availability of these resources.

Project funding commitments from federal and state sources would account for both
facility construction and maintenance needs. Expenditure of construction monies is
considered an irretrievable commitment. Funding commitments would not be
available for other uses.

4.25.3 Mitigation Measures, Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of
Resources

No mitigation measures are warranted regarding the irreversible and irretrievable
commitment of resources.

4.26 Summary of Mitigations

Preventive actions are proposed to mitigate anticipated impacts regarding noise, .
wetlands, threatened and endangered species, topography, soils, hazardous materials,
aesthetics, cultural resources, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, cumulative impacts,
and construction. The actions planned to mitigate the anticipated impacts of the
selected alternative are summarized as follows:

. Instances of community disruption in the form of limited access occurs in several
locations for varying reasons as a result of the proposed project. The following
project elements are intended to mitigate these instances (See 4.1.6.2.):

= A crossing of Wax Lake Outlet on La 182 to pr0v1de for movement of
agricultural equipment. (See Plate 1b)

« A two way frontage road on the south side from LA 182 Access Road to
approximately Zenor Road and an eastbound entrance ramp to provide for
evacuation of the industrial facilities. (See Plates 2a and 2b.)

» Increased vertical clearance of unpaved lane parallel to La 182 Access Road
East also to provide for movement of agricultural equipment. (See Plate 2a.)

« Near Kemper Williams Park the alignment of the proposed freeway to the south
and the frontage road as a boulevard to the north to reduce impact of elevated
structure on residential area. The highway remains elevated to maintain
circulation of local traffic. (See Plates 6a and 6b.)

« Provision of additional capacity between Berwick and Bayou Vista by
including an auxiliary lane in each direction between the Southeast Boulevard
and Thorguson Drive interchanges. (Plates 8b and 9a.)

2. Noise barriers (See 4.3.4.1) were found to be reasonable and feasible to mitigate
noise impacts of the selected alternative in three locations:

« Area 3N-North along the right-of-way in Calumet between Stations 182-+00 and
189+00 (see Plate 3);

« Area 4N along the right-of-way at the Todd Subdivision between Stations
251420 and 259+00 (See Plate 4); and

= Area 7N North along the edge-of-pavement in Patterson between Stations
299+00 and 322+00 (See Plate 5).
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10.

11.

12.

Wherever possible, the project would utilize a rural roadway section with swale
drainage for at-grade roadways. (4.4.1.3.) This design would enable storm water
runoff to flow through vegetated areas prior to discharge to surface waters. Use
of this design would enable waterborne contaminants to be filtered from the
runoff prior to discharge. The vegetated areas would slow the rate of runoff flow,
thereby minimizing the effects of erosion.

Wetland impacts (See 4.6.3.) would be mitigated as determined through the 404
permit process.

To avoid impacts to navigation(See 4.6.3.), the proposed crossing of Wax Lake
Outlet would be supported by piers that are in line with those of the adjacent
existing crossings of US 90 that would become the mainline of1-49.

Should the selected alternative encroach within 3,000 feet of any active bald eagle
nest during the nesting season, further consultation with the USFWS would be
undertaken. (See 4.11.3.)

Formal consultation has been completed with the USFWS in accordance with
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531)
regarding potential impacts to the Louisiana black bear. FHWA and LDOTD will
abide by the Terms and Conditions and will consider the Conservation
Recommendations of the Biological Opinion issued October 19, 2004. FHWA
and LDOTD also will undertake public involvement during the design phase
regarding bear crossings. (See 4.11.3.)

Cut and fill operations would be minimized to meet grade and level requirements
set forth by FHWA and LDOTD. Best Management Practices including
temporary control measures, permanent control measures, and low-impact land
use practices would be utilized during design and construction to prevent future
soil erosion. (See 4.12.3.)

Further reviews of the site conditions at former Circle K Store # 870, and of
records at the Patterson Bait Shop site, are recommend prior to roadway design
and construction. LDOTD policies and procedures relating to hazards mitigation
will be followed throughout the implementation of the selected alternative. (See
4.13.3)

Landscaping would be included where feasible in accord with LDOTD design

standards contingent upon a local entity assuming responsibility for maintenance.
(See 4.14.3.)

If the currently proposed right-of-way is relocated, and

o If it includes Site 16SMY84, additional investigation to determine the nature
and extent of cultural remains should be undertaken, and

o If it includes 16SMY86, Locus I, archaeological data recovery must be
undertaken. (See 4.15.3.)

During construction, if cultural remains are discovered, work must cease at that
location pending consultation with the SHPO. (See 4.15.3.)
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13. Mitigation for unavoidable adverse effects to cultural resources would be
identified in a Memorandum of Agreement between the LDOTD, the FHWA, the
SHPO, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. (See 4.15.3.)

14. Property impacted by control of access will be compensated in accord with
LDOTD policies and procedures, and the Wal-Mart driveway will be relocated.
(See 4.20.1.3.)

15. The development of a joint use bicycle and pedestrian path meeting ADA
standards from Main Street (LA 182) in Patterson to Kemper Williams Park
would be constructed contingent upon a local entity assuming responsibility to
compensate the BNSF Railroad for annual maintenance costs and to exempt the
railroad from liability associated with the crossing. (See 4.20.3.3.)

16. Construction sequence and traffic maintenance criteria and plans would be
developed as part of the final design to mitigate impacts to traffic and circulation
impacts. Four-lanes of traffic will remain in operation throughout construction.
(See 4.21.1.3.)

17. To mitigate the minor, short-term air quality impacts anticipated during
construction, standard erosion control strategies, as described in Louisiana
Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges, will be followed to minimize
airborne particulate matter. Any burning of material would be undertaken
according to local laws and ordinances. Traffic control plans may be developed
to limit localized concentrations of emissions during construction. (See 4.21.2.3.)

18. Construction equipment would be properly muffled and all motor panels would be
shut during operation to mitigate noise impacts during construction. All
equipment will comply with OSHA Regulations and LDOTD Standard
Specifications. (See 4.21.3.3.)

19. The relocation of utilities would be determined during the final design phase and
the determination of responsibility would be in accord with LDOTD policies and
procedures. (See 4.21.4.3.)

20. The closures of the channel would be coordinated with the USCG and disclosed
in the permit processes with the USCG and the USACE during final design and
incorporated in the construction documents. (See 4.21.5.3.)

21. The area south of the ROW is habitat of the coastal Louisiana black bear sub-
population, and in Subsegments X and Y of this project, the ROW is the northern
boundary of the sub-population habitat. To minimize potential cumulative
impacts to black bear habitat, the LDOTD will consider the discretionary
Conservation Recommendations of Section 7 consultation presented in Section
4.11.3. (See 4.22.1.3.)

4.27 Conclusion

The planning for conversion of US 90, a four lane rural route, to Interstate 1-49
utilizing a full control of access roadway geometry, was undertaken within the
context of the NEPA process. Efforts were undertaken to avoid impacts; to minimize
those impacts that could not be avoided; and to provide for appropriate mitigation:
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Avoid - The existing US 90 right-of~way was utilized to the maximum extent
practicable. Therefore, there was very little need for acquisition of additional right-
of-way. Potential right-of-way acquisition impacts to both the abutting communities
and the natural environment were avoided.

Minimize - Under existing geometry conditions for US 90, abutting properties are not
restricted from accessing the highway and can be developed. Under the proposal for
[-49, in various locations, control of access is provided that limits opportunities for
future development. This in turn minimizes the potential for future encroachments
into abutting wetlands and black bear habitat.

Mitigate - Section 4.26 summarizes the mitigation measures that will be applied in
response to project impacts.
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TABLE 4A-1
SUMMARY OF PREDICTED WORST HOUR SOUND LEVELS, SOUND
LEVEL CHANGES, AND IMPACTS

Change in
. , . Ljeqin 0ver
e G -edicte * i
. D:'Stmru fo | Distance Predicted Loy (dB) 2010 Base Year
Receiver | Roceiver | Receiver Fronwge 48 (dB)**
Plate Name Description Road Near | Near
Number o P Lane CL Lane CL
: : 2010 | 2030 2030
" ) Base | No- 2”3.0 No- 203.0
Year | build Butid build Build
Noise Analysis Area IN
Single trailer on
1 N1 IN-82 Frontage Road 100 170 66 67 66 | 0
West of Wax
Lake Outlet
IN- Yard closer to
1 1-N2 76b(M1) house,. ' 110 210 66 67 71 1 5
Measurement site
1 1-N3 gy | Snglehousen | 300 63 | 64 70 1 6
Frontage Road
First row trailer
1 1-N4 IN-60 between Frontage | 390 130 66 67 69 1 4
Road and US-90
First row house
between Frontage
! I-N5 IN-58 Road and US-90 90 530 56 57 60 1 4
with driveway on
Frontage Road
Single house,
1 NG | 3w | thirdrow, second ) 5, 450 o1 |6 |66 |1 5
row behind
Frontage
Between second
and third row
1 I-N7 2N-61 trailer between 270 230 61 63 65 1 4
Frontage Road
and US-90
Trailer - first row
1 1-N8 4N-62 to the Frontage 170 620 57 58 61 1 5
Road
Noise Analysis Area 2N
Single house on )
2 2-N1 IN-125 LA-182 180 560 57 58 62 1 6
2 2.N2 IN-121 | Singlehouscon 55, 420 59 60 64 1 5
: ) LA-182 -
2 2-N3 1 | Snglehousson |, 260 64 | 65 66 | 3
é . LA-182 !
Single house on ¢
2 2-N4 IN-106 LA-182 90 140 66 68 71 1 4
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Change in
L goqin 0ver

. ?::r:::;im 3:;3;(8 Predicted Lo (dB)* 2010 Base Year
Receiver | pociver | Receiver & (dB)**
Plate Name Descrintion Road Near | Near
Number i serp Lane CL Lane CL
. 2010 | 2030 2030
i @ Base | No- 20‘5:0 No- 205:0
Year | build Build build Buidd
Second row house
2 2-N5 2N-107 190 240 64 66 68 1 4
on LA-182
2 2-N6 mcrgr | -coderellel 730 780 58 59 6l 1 3
Levee Road
Noise Analysis Area 3N-South
3 3-N1 ez | LrlerRakan 50 150 70 71 73 1 3
Lori Lane
3 3-N2 IN-208 Dixic Trailer Park | 60 160 69 71 72 1 2
3 3-N3 IN-205 Dixie Trailer Park | 60 160 69 71 73 2 4
Dixie Trailer Park
3 3-N4 IN-201 i eEG 70 170 68 70 72 2 3
3 3-N5 ooy | Dne el Fark | o0, 320 65 66 69 1 4
— Second row
Dixie Trailer Park
3 3-NG 3N-203  Third row 320 420 63 65 67 1 4
Noise Analysis Area 3N-North
St. Mary Parish
3 3-N7 IN-193 War Memorial 60 160 70 71 73 2 3
3 3-N§ inigs | vodd TraflerPark: | o5 170 69 71 72 1 3
- Iirst row
IN- Calumet Baptist
3 3-N9 CB177 Church, 70 160 69 70 73 1 4
(M2) Measurement site
Todd Trailer Park
3 3-NI0 2N-184 e, 220 350 65 67 68 l 3
3 3N1p | anags | Todd TmilerPark | g5, 430 62 63 66 [ 4
— Third row
Noise Analysis Area 4N
4 4-NI IN260 | Singlehouseon 4, 280 65 67 66 1 |
Frontage Road
First row
) IN- buildings,
4 4-N2 GR254 Grandwood 50 150 70 72 73 2 3
(M3) Apartments,
Measurement site
First row
4 4-N3 1N-250 residence - 50 150 71 72 74 2 3
Hendricks Street
First row houses
4 4-N4 1N-243 Hendricks Street 50 140 70 71 74 2 4
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Change in
. 5 " o | Liwgin over
Dis - ! g . o el * i
' :..mmu to | Distance Predicted L.oqu, (dB) 2010 Base Year
Receiver | peceiver | Receiver Froutae ikt (dB)**
Plate Name Deserintion Road Near | Near
Number P Lane CL Lane CL
: : 2010 | 2030 2030
o ) Base | No- 2050 No- <00
Year: | guita | B | gagg | B0
Second row
4 4-N5 2N-248 houses - 200 290 63 64 66 2 3
Hendricks Street
Third row houses
4 4-NG6 3N-2406 - . 290 370 00 61 63 1 3
) - Shivers Street
o |
4 4.N7 West- Apartments: West | 4 240 65 67 69 I 3
2 side, front first
Front-a .
floor unit
B | e e
4 4-N9 Last- b — A 140 240 6 |67 |68 I 1.
side, front first
Front-a ;
floor unit
Noise Analysis Area SN
Two houses on
5 5-N1 IN-291 Park Street near 950 1030 52 53 61 1 9
overpass
Two houses on
5 5-N2 IN-288 Park Street near 760 860 53 55 60 2 7
overpass
Two houses on
5 5-N3 IN-286 Park Street near 580 680 56 58 6l 2 5
OVerpass
4 |anto | inggr | HouseonPark | 4 470 ss |50 |65 |2 7
Street
First row
4 4-NI11 IN-273 residence - 450 450 60 02 64 2 3
Domino Drive
First row
4 4-N12 IN-269 residence - Red 190 490 60 6l 64 1 4
Cypress Street
4 5-N4 IN.ggy | Dpastmentzon 830 930 53 54 58 2 5
Park Street
4 4N13 | 2Naz79 | Singlersidence g 600 58 59 62 2 5
- B on Taft Street - >
Second row
4 4-N14 2N-271 residence — 350 610 56 57 59 1 4
Domino Drive
Noise Analysis Area 65
18- Single trailer on
4 4-N15 LE280 Lea Street 100 300 64 065 68 2 5
18- Single trailer on
4 4-N16 LE283 Y St 330 430 60 61 65 2 5
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Change in
Lequn over

R . ]P":l::::;::fem 3";";’;“'8 Pradicted Lagin e 2010 Base Year
ecener GRaTT PR e & = EL
Plate z‘{:’;: =4 g(e(vz:“it:irm Road Near | Near (dB)
Wismbe o Lane €L | Lane CL | 5070 T 2939 [ .~ | 2030
" " Base | No- 203.0 No- 203‘0
Year | build il build Build
18- 5 o
5 ] ife Chure ¢ ED
5 5-N5 RCIRG Riverlife Church 290 390 61 62 67 2 7
18- North Garden
3 STN(_, ‘GV300 View Apartments e e 36 H & 2 8
4 4-N17 75 Cemeter; 740 840 56 58 61 2 5
CE280 4 L ¢
Noise Analysts Area 7N-North
5 |sn7 | iwasg |HemseonWedell |65 300 61 |e3 |65 |2 4
Street .
5 5-N8 IN33p | HouseonBernard | ), 220 66 68 67 2 1
Street
- IN-323 212 Susan Street,
2 L (M4) Mecasurement sitc | 0O L30 6_8 & 62 l :
Public Housing, &
5 S-N10 IN-313 Wise Streel side 210 310 61 63 66 2 5
Trailer on
5 5-N11 IN-308 Railroad Street 40 140 69 71 74 2 5
5 SN12 | 2N343 | Secondrowhouse ), 310 61 62 65 2 5
- Morey Street
5 EE e BT 490 56 58 62 I 5
: Morey Street
5 5N14 | 3Nz | Thidrowhouse= | .5, 350 58 59 62 2 4
Bernard Street
5 5Nis | 2 | HouseSouthol 44, 400 59 |6l & |2 4
Easy Street
Public Housing,
§ 5-N16 2N-315 St. Lucy Street 300 400 60 62 65 2 5
side
5 5N17 | 3Na3py | Houseon 240 340 59 e e |2 4
Broussard Street
5 5-N1§ | 2N-307 f;’r’;‘m““ #Traller | oy 230 63 64 67 2 4
5 sNig | omapy | HowssonMichedl | 0, 460 56 58 61 2 5
Street
Noise Analysis Area 7N-South
6 6-N1 IN-388 House on LA-182 | 50 200 72 73 69 2 -3
6 6-N2 IN-387 Trailer on LA-182 | 160 300 68 69 66 2 -2
6 6-N3 IN-376 Housc on LA-182 | 70 200 71 72 69 2 -2
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Change in
Distance to | Distance Predicted Lyegn (dB)* Lequn over
. ) e 2010 Base Year
Receiver | poceiver | Receiver Fronsage fo 149 (dB)**
Plate Name Deserintion Road Near | Near
Number v Lane CL Lane CL
. . 2010 | 2030 2030
" " Base | No- 203_0 No- 2030
Year | build feuid build Bnld
IN- 805 Keller's
6 6-N4 370(M6) Lane, . 40 150 74 75 71 2 3
Measurement site
ldlewild
IN-362a | Plantation House
- 2 2
6 6-N5 (MSa) o, L0 310 69 71 67 2 3
Measurement site
Idlewild
IN-362b | Plantation House
6 6-NG (M5b) back, 210 410 66 67 65 2 -1
Measurement site
6 6-N7 IN3ss | Houscon 160 340 66 |68 |66 | -1
Frontage Road
Evangeline
6 G6-N8 2N-386 Trailer Court, 150 300 69 70 66 2 -2
Allies Lane
6 6-N9 2N-353 House on LA-182 | 340 520 60 6l 63 2 3
Noise Analysis Area 85
18- Bethel Pentecostal
5 5-N20 BP329 Fellowship 170 260 62 64 64 1 2
18- House on
S 5-N21 EN335 Entegptise Road 410 500 59 60 62 1 3
18- Word of Life
5 5-N22 WL343 Family Church, 180 270 63 64 65 2 3
(M7) Measurement site
Noise Analysis Area 98
18- Central Baptist
6 6-N10 CB356 Chuicli 670 520 58 60 63 2 4
IS- House on Henry
6 6-N11 HE350 Street 750 790 56 57 60 2 5
Noise Analysis Area 108
6 6-N12 1S-368 Civic Center 500 380 60 61 65 2 5
1366 Kemper Williams
6 6-N13 100 Park 100 feet 300 180 66 68 66 2 0
from right-of-way
15-366 Kemper Williams
0 6-N14 TR Park 200 fect 400 280 64 66 66 2 2
200 ;
from right-of-way
15-366 Kemper Williams
6 6-N15 400 | Park400 feet 600 470 59 61 64 2 5
from right-of-way
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Change in
L jeqin over

istance iSiGiee Predicte ) %
Distance to | Distance edicted Leymn (dB) 2010 Base Year

Receiver | Receiver | Receiver Eroutuag fo 143 (dB)**
Plate Nante Déseripifor Road Near | Near
Number Lane CL Lane CL - ["55:07 1 2030 2030
" " Base | No- 203.0 No- 203.0
Year | build Build build Buitd
Building in
0 6-N16 18-365 Kemper Williams | 640 510 58 59 64 2 6
Park
Noise Analysis Area | IN
7 7-N1 IN-427 Plantation Inn 130 220 67 68 70 2 4

Trailers near
7 7-N2 IN-422 Saturn Road 310 400 59 6l 66 1 6

House on Saturn

7 7-N3 IN-433 620 710 52 53 56 2 4
Road

7 7-N4 snpy | HouseomBatm | 0, 470 58 59 62 I 4
Road

Single trailer on
7 7-N5 15-432 the South side of | 250 350 60 62 65 2 4
US-90/1-49

Noise Analysis Area 12N

N Higher Heights

8 8-N1 =308 Full Gospel 90 180 67 69 72 1 5
FH478 : e

Baptist Ministries

IN- 145 Todd Lane,
T 8572 47(M8) Measurement site 1 260 05 66 67 ! 2
Fairview Trailer
8 8-N3 2N-478 210 310 62 64 66 l 3
Park
g |zne | ovan | Eebview Tmiler | g 330 2 |63 |ed |1 2
Park
7 N7 | ana47s | EeirviewTmiler | 45, 430 62 |63 |ea |1 2

Park

*Levels in bold italic indicate impacts.

**'The rounding of levels to whole decibels after subtraction leads to some apparent discrepancies in
the results displayed above. The rounded changes over 2010 base year are correct.
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TABLE 4A-2 INTERSECTION AM AND PM PEAK HOUR

LEVEL OF SERVICE
Intersection Base Year - 2000 Design Year Design Year — 2030
No-build 2030
Location Control LOS Critical LOS Critical LOS Critical
Movement Movement Movement
U.S. 90 (I-49) Stop C (AM) NB D (AM) NB B+ (AM) Overall
at LA 182 B (PM) NB/SB C (PM) NB/SB B+ (PM) Overall
(Near Wax
Lake Outlet) Stop N/A N/A N/A N/A B (AM) WB
B (PM) WB
LA 182 at
Frontage Rd
LA 182 at Stop A (Pcak) WB C(AM) WB A (Pcak) NB
Old LA 182 C(AM) WB
(West of Wax
Lake Outlet)
U.S. 90 (I-49) Stop C (AM) SB F (AM) SB B (AM) Overall
at Red D (PM) SB F (AM) SB B (PM) Overall
Cypress Rd.
Red Cypress Signalized N/A N/A N/A N/A B (AM) Overall
Rd. at B (PM) Overall
Frontage Rd.
U.S. 90 (1-49) Stop D (AM) SB F (AM) NB/SB B (AM) Overall
at Tiffany E (PM) SB F (PM( NB/SB B (PM) Overall
St./Lipari St.
U.S. 90 (1-49) Stop C (AM) SB F (AM) SB B+ (AM) Overall
at Enterprise D (PM) SB F (PM) SB B+ (PM) Overall
Rd./Bernard
St.
U.S. 90 (1-49) Stop C (AM) NB F (AM) NB B (AM) Overall
at Lassus St. C (PM) NB F (PM) NB B (PM) Overall
U.S. 90 (1-49) Stop C (AM) NB E (AM) NB A (AM) NB
at Cotten Rd. C (PM) NB E (PM) NB A (PM) NB
U.S. 90 (I-49) | Signalized N/A N/A N/A N/A B+ (AM) Overall
at New LA B+ (PM) Overall
182 Access
Rd.
U.S.90(1-49) | Signalized B (AM) Overall C (AM) Overall B (AM) Overall
at D+ (PM) Overall F (PM) Overall B (PM) Overall
Southeast
Blvd.
U.S.90(1-49) | Signalized | C+(AM) Overall F (AM) Overall B+ (AM) Overall
at South C+ (PM) Overall C (PM) Overall B (PM) Overall
Berwick Rd./
Thorguson
Dr.
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5.0 Comments and Coordination

5.1 Public Communication Program Elements

Appropriate local, state and federal agencies and the general public have been
provided with the opportunity to comment on the segment of proposed 1-49 South
project in St. Mary Parish from Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick, which is the subject of
this FEIS. Coordination efforts have included the following:

« Notice of Intent,

« LDOTD Solicitation of Views (SOV),

e Public Information Meetings,

e Meetings with local, state and federal agencies,

o Meetings with citizen groups to discuss specific issues of concern, and

» Distribution of project information through newsletters and a website.

The Notice of Intent, the Solicitation of Views (SOV) letter, the list of recipients, and
the responses are included in the Appendix to this chapter. The notices and handouts
from the Public Information Meetings, the sign-in sheets listing attendees, the
comment letters received from meeting participants and others, and the meeting
transcripts that include public comments can be found in the published transcripts of
each Public Information Meeting.

The 1-49 South project would be constructed with the aid of federal funds; therefore,
the Federal Highway Administration is the lead federal agency. Upon approval of the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for public distribution by the Federal Highway
Administration, the Notice of Availability was placed in the Federal Register on April
7, 2006. The comment period extended until May 31, 2006, and an open house
Public Hearing was held from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM on Tuesday, May 2, 2006, at the
Patterson Area Civic Center in Kemper Williams Park in Patterson, Louisiana.

- Notice of Intent
A Notice of Intent was published in the Federal Register on November 13, 2000.

5.3 LDOTD Solicitation of Views (SOV)

In compliance with FHWA procedures, views were solicited regarding proposed 1-49
South by the LDOTD on November 9, 2000. Eighty-eight (88) letters were sent and
eighteen (18) responses were received. Copies of the responses are found in the
Appendix of this chapter.

5.4 Public Information Meetings

Three Public Information Meetings were announced through local media and
conducted. The format of each meeting included a presentation of the proposed
project, a period for review of project exhibits, and a public comment session. An
informational handout on the project also was distributed at each meeting. Written
comments were received at the meeting and throughout the 10-day comment period
that followed. All three meetings were held at the Patterson Civic Center in Kemper

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick 5-1



Chapter 5 : Comments and Coordination

Williams Park. The dates and the major issues presented and discussed at each
meeting are as follows:

o October 23, 2000 - At the First Public Meeting the project objectives and the
Planning Process, including the role of community participation, were
presented. Also presented and discussed were the Engineering Design
Concepts relative to one-way and two-way frontage roads and diamond ramps
in comparison to X ramps, also known as the Texas U-turn concept.

o February 19, 2001 - The second meeting featured a presentation of proposed
alternates for each of the subsegments into which the project, itself a segment
of 1-49, had been divided for analysis and design purposes.

e June 25, 2001 - The third meeting was a presentation of refined design
alternates and a discussion of potential environmental impacts.

5.5 Meetings with Agencies
5.5.1 Project Scoping Meeting

A Scoping Meeting was held October 4, 2000, at the Environmental Section office of
LDOTD in Baton Rouge. Attendees represented the LDOTD, Federal Highway
Administration, US Fish & Wildlife Service, and Louisiana Office of Emergency
Preparedness. The primary issues discussed included:
e Traffic forecast methodology,
» Engineering Concepts, especially frontage road operation and coordination
with the segment of I-49 being planned to the immediate west of this project;
e Concerns regarding the Louisiana Black Bear habitat and bear movement
patterns, and
e Hurricane evacuation requirements.

5.5.2 Coordination with Local, State, and Federal Agencies
5.5.2.1 Local

A number of meetings were held with local elected officials and representatives of
public agencies during the preparation of this FEIS. Early in the effort, meetings
were held with the St. Mary Parish and Town of Berwick Planning Directors on
several occasions. Also, the Mayor of Patterson visited with team members to
discuss issues regarding the City of Patterson. )

On January 31, 2001, a joint meeting of local elected and appointed officials and state
legislators from the City of Patterson, the Town of Berwick, and St. Mary Parish was
held at the Patterson Civic Center to discuss the status of the project and review the
alternates prior to presentation at the February Public Information Meeting.

In addition, the Assessor, the Parish School Board, and the Finance Department of St.
Mary Parish assisted in the gathering of information regarding existing conditions and
planned development in the project area.

5.5.2.2 State

o Office of Emergency Preparedness (LOEP): Meetings were held to discuss
the status of evacuation planning in project area and coordination of project
with their requirements.
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5.5.2.3

5.6

Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism, Office of Cultural
Development, Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation: As the
SHPO was not represented at the Scoping Meeting, a meeting was held
October 18, 2000, to introduce the project as background for further
discussions and to establish the Area of Potential Effect (APE). The cultural
resource team members have had subsequent discussions with SHPO staff.

Federal

US Army Corps of Engineers: An introductory meeting was held with the
USACE to describe the project and potential impacts on October 25, 2000.

US Fish and Wildlife Service: A joint site visit with the USFWS was held on
January 10, 2001, to identify potential sites for large mammal crossings.

US Environmental Protection Agency: Following review of the DEIS,
USEPA classified the EIS as “LO”. Three detailed comments were made
concerning the status of St. Mary Parish as an attainment area for all National
Ambient Air Quality Standards. As this status was achieved subsequent to
preparation of the DEIS, USEPA asked that the comments be included in this
FEIS. The comments have been incorporated in Sections S.6.4.1. and 4.2. A
copy of the letter is found in the Appendix of Section 5.0.

Meetings with Community and Business Groups

To assure that those most directly affected would have an opportunity to participate,
business and property owners and representatives in areas of roadway realignments,
especially on connecting roadways, were invited to meet during the analysis of these
alternates. The groups included the following:

Management Representatives of the Gas Plants: Meetings were held on
November 28 and 29, 2000; on January 31, 2001; and on March 29, 2001.
The meeting on January 31 was a joint meeting with local public safety
officials.

Members of the St. Mary Parish Tourism Industry: A meeting was held on
January 31, 2001.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF): An introductory meeting
was held on September 27, 2000, and on May 1, 2001, a meeting was held
with representatives of the BNSF and local and state transportation officials to
discuss issues related to grade crossings in the project area. The major topics
were safety and the creation of a bicycle/pedestrian path from the right-of-way
into Kemper Williams Park.
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57 Distribution of Project Information through Newsletters and the 1-49

South Website
5.7.1 Newsletter

A database of contact information is maintained of elected officials, agency
representatives, and private citizens and business owners. Those listed in the
database include:
o Elected officials and agency representatives identified early in the process,
and, in many cases, recipients of SOV letters;
o Individuals who have attended meetings;
« Those who have send comments in writing or electronically; and
o Those identified as representative of a property or activity that is potentially
impacted.

Using this database as a mailing list, newsletters have been sent to update all
interested parties in the progress of the project.

5.7.2 Website and Electronic Mail

To increase the opportunity for those participating in the process to remain up to date
on developments and to provide an additional means for receiving comments, a
project website has been maintained. The website address is www.i49south.org.

In an effort to speed communications, the newsletters have been distributed
electronically to those on the database with electronic mail.

5.8 Section 106 Consultations

A total of 33 buildings and one structure greater than 50 years old were identified
within the APE. One of these, the Idlewild Plantation House, is currently listed on
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The eligibility of site 16SMY 84 is
undetermined per SHPQO’s letter dated March 22, 2004. Site 16SMY86 is eligible for
NRHP listing.

A copy of the May 4, 2005 SHPO letter is attached as part of the Appendix to Chapter
5. The SHPO determined that the Project will have No Adverse Affect on Idlewild.
The archeological sites are outside the currently proposed right-of-way of the project.
Unless the right-of-way is relocated to include these sites, the project would have no
affect. If the ROW is relocated to include these sites, further Section 106
coordination with the SHPO would be required.

5.9 Section 7 Consultations

Two species of concern were identified by the USFWS, the bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus) and the Louisiana black bear (Ursus americanus luteolus) as
threatened species known to occur in the region surrounding the project area.

Referencing USFWS correspondence of May 22, 2001, a bald eagle nest was
identified in an area adjacent to the project study area. A copy of the USFWS letter is
enclosed in the Appendix to Chapter 5.
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Because of noise levels currently associated with US 90 and the surrounding area and
because of the distance of the nest from the right-of-way, the proposed project would
not affect the bald eagle nest adversely. Should the proposed project encroach within
3,000 feet of any active bald eagle nest during the nesting season, further consultation
with the USFWS would be necessary.

Regarding the Louisiana black bear, the USFWS issued a Biological Opinion on
October 19, 2004. The Biological Opinion determined that the Project is not likely to
result in jeopardy of the species or adverse modification of proposed critical habitat.
FHWA and LDOTD will abide by the Terms and Conditions and consider the
Conservation Recommendations in the Biological Opinion.

5.10 Public Comment

As stated in 5.1, an Open House Public Hearing was held on May 2, 2006, following
the publication of the DEIS on April 7, 2006. The comment period extended from
April 7 through May 31, 2006.

All comments received are addressed in this Final EIS. Section 5.10.1 reproduces the
comments which are identified numerically in the order that they were received.
Section 5.10.2 presents responses which are identified in alpha-numeric order based
on subject matter.

Tables 5-1 and 5-2 present cross references of these comments and the appropriate
response to each. This method was selected in place of one to one responses because
many comments address more than one subject, and each subject addressed could be
mentioned by more than one individual making a comment.

Table 5-1 begins.on page 5-6, and Table 5-2 begins on page 5-10.
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Table 5-1
Comment te Response
Cross-Reference Table

Comment 1| Page Number| Commenter Responsge Tapic Response 1T [Page Number
11 514 I:Iallcl‘»nal Murine Fisheries Has No Camment A2 577
Service
241 5-15 ';\.,luhar|1ﬂ-(7mlshalla Tribe-of Has No Comment A2 577
l'exas
No Comment/No Objection with Proviso -
3-1 5-16 FENA C'ontact local floodplain administrater for review A-3 577
and possible permil requirements
E . Mo Comment/No Objection with Proviso - Take
Natural resources Conservation ; T ; "
4-1 5-17 Service appropriate erosion control measures during A-3 371
Derviee constructlion
5-1 5-18 FAA Has No Comment A-2 577
Concern that emergency service and school bus <
6-1 5-19 . B . 3 @ C-1 5-79
Gus Lipari, Councilman, routes would be nepatively impacted.
ry 3, o a s elev: i 1
5 510 Pallerson Supports [ully elevaled mainline through ca 580
Patterson.
7-1 5-20) Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass C-3 3-80
S 5.90 David Liwey sind eighl e Supports [ully elevated mainline through c.2 .80
s Patterson.
petitioners
7-3 5-20 Opposes converting LA 182 1o a one-way road C-5 5-81
Opposes closing crossing of ROW at
s 5.2 : = C-6 -
% 52 Railroad/Veterans © 81
-2 5.3 ; ses C ine ¥ y 3 350
g 2l Jimmy Bernauer, Mayor of Sfp?::;(fj[tjhﬂ izfagzvniiuai:(l{i;?;pijsﬂ L 2
. k;  CIEYV,
8.3 522 |Patterson i ! FORE c2 5-80
Patterson.
Cone 3 Gy service a s
54 597 Coneern that emergency service and school bu e 5.79
routes would be negalively im pacted.
Suggests DOTD post US 90 at 35 mph in
9-1 528 Theadore Spenski daylitime and close all median crossings without F2 5-84
turn lanes.
[2 ts did not concern [-49 ax Lake
i1 &5 Viniinie Silin omments did no concern [-49 from Wax Lake Fn s54
Cutlel {0 Berwick
. Asks that a barrier be included i igned L/
11-1 531 |DebraLange iy eluded ineedlignad LA B-1 579
182 in Calumet
12-1 5-32 Mark W. Gowan Favors Alternate 7-2 D-1 5-82
13-1 5-32 Bill Johnson, Councilman, Favors Alternate Z-2 D-1 5-82
32 5-35 Berwick Asks that Robinson Road remam open. D-2 5-82
14-1 5-32 Favors Alternale Z-2 D-1 5-§2
14-2 5-40 Gary A Beadle Asks for [rontage road on south side in Berwick D-3 5.83
14-3 5-40 Asks that Robinson Road remain open. D-2 5-82
15-1 5-33 Louis Ratelill, Mayor Pro Tem  |Favors Alternate 7-2 -1 5-82
15-2 5-33 of Berwick Asks that Robinson Roead remain open. -2 5-82
. Ray Rasberty, Councilman, c
16-1 5-33 it Ul ’ Favors Alternate Z-2 D-1 3-82
Berwick

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick
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Chapter 5

Tahle 5-1

Comment to Response
Cross-Reference Table

Comment 11} Page Number Commenter Response Topic Response I | Page Number
17-1 5-34 Brian Thorguson Favors Alternate Z-2 D-1 5-82
18-1 5-35 Dean Dunlantis Favors Alternate Z-2 D-1 5-§2
18-2 5-33 an=y ) Asks that Robinson Road remain open. D-2 5-82

Representing the Drainage District in Bayou
19-] 5-36 Jerome B, Bertrand Vista: asks that work that they plan be -1 5-84
completed belore 1-49 bepins construction .
20-1 537 Favors Alternate 2-2 D-1 5-§2
[Relocate exit Lo trontage road in Z-2 at least 300
20-2 S s i 5 71"" v s - hels an e - 6.
20, 37 Williany A Cefaiu 1 east to slow exiting trallic belore reaching new D-4 .
truck stop. 5-83
204 <38 Asks Lhat Todd noise barrier be cunltmuccl Bl 584
westward totruck slop to protect trailer park
211 530 e A..sks assurance thal noise barrier in\Patlerson EA 554
will protect residences on St. Peter Street
29 580 Charles Sivymr A§lc§ assurance that noise lfarricr Invpm‘terson o 554
will protect residences on St. Peter Street
23-1 540 Patrick Hebert Favors Allernale 7-2 D-1 3-82
- 5-40 Barry I. Lasseigne Favors Allernate Z-2 D-1 5-82
- - L.L. "Larry" Mendoza, : " Y
25-1 541 ik Asks to relocate overpass to Red Cypress Road -4 5-81
Councilman Patterson 4
26-1 5-42 Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass (-3 5-80
262 sa2 Halsema A. Pinho Com plahlls that pr.operty on Catherine Street i3 g -
reduced 1n value: is nol marketable
27-1 5-43 Gerald Hotard Favors Alternate 2-2 D-1 5-82
28-1 5-45 Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass C-3 5-80
2R 5.45 . Cumpluifms that property on Catherine Street is o8 581
Robert G. Ayers reduced in value; is not marketable
- 547 Supports fully elevated mainline through 580
28-3 Patterson C-2
24-1 5-48 . Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass C-3 5-8i)
Mark Gows = T = =
29.2 5-49 R Asks [or U-turns at TilTany Lipari inlersection -7 5-81
30-1 5-49 Ryan Geollroy Favars Alternate 7-2 D-1 5-82
31-1 5-49 Duval H. Arthur, Jr. [Favors Alternate Z-2 D-1 5-82
32-1 5-50 Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass C-3 5-80
” Steve Bierhorst, Councilman.  [A5ks Tor-other alternatives, such as Red Cypress - o
322 5-51 Dist. 3 St. Mary Parish Road =4 581
32-3 552 Asks for overpass at Zenor Road B-2 5-79
< = T T e
3321 553 James B Vidos Supports L_A 182 crossing of Wax Lake Outlet as| B3 579
nha evacuation roule
Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick 5-7
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Table 5-1
Comment to Response
Cross-Reference Table

Camment 1D | Page Number Commenter Response Topic Response [D | Page Number
i L], Caniteiliian See comments 6-1 and 6-2: also slates that
34-1 5-54 s Lipart. L-oune : DOTD does not always do what they are asked F-2 5-84
Pallerson
by local government
35-1 Juanita Bienvenu Supports Proposed Action. A-l 577
36-1 Luke Bienvenu Supports Proposed Action. A-l 5-77
37-1 Michael Tivans Favors Alternate 7-2 D-] 5-82
351 558 LDWF i Nnrf omment/No Ohjection with Proviso - A 577
Mitigate wetlands.
3o-1 5-59 Jena Band of Choclaw Has No Objection A-2 5-77
4i1-1 5-60
40-2 5-60 Editorial Comments F-3 5-84
40-3 5-61
40-4 5-61 USACE Questions status of wetland delineation approval. -4 5-84
05 561 chpcs;s dj§cussmns ol navigable waterways and Fs o
navigation impacls 3-83
40-6 5-61 Editorial Comments -3 5-84
47 _ Supports fully elevated mainline through 580
Patterson. -2
41.2 5-63 Favors Alternate Z-2 D-1 5-82
413 5-63 [Frank Fink, St. Mary Darish Asks for frontage road on south side in Berwick D-3 5-83
; Economic Development . ; -
414 5-63 Opposes converting LA 182 to a one-way road Cc-5 5-81
41-5 5-63 Extend Waveland Drive to Tiffany Street -9 5-81
41.6 5-63 Asks Lo relocate overpass to Red Cypress Road C-4 5-81
42-1 5-64 Joseph Carlino Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass -3 5-80
43-1 5-63 Carla (?7) Carlino Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass C-3 5-80
44-1 5-66 Opposes Dead-end on LA 182 C-10 5-82
44-2 5-66 Asks consideration for noise wall in Idlewild E-3 5-84
JoAnn Armato
443 5-66 Asks consideration for landscaping in Idlewild F-6 5.85
45-1 5-67 Opposes Dead-end on LA 182 C-10 5-82
45-2 5-67 Asks consideration for noise wall in [dlewild E-3 5-84
g_ - . 5KS 1 ¢l tr ¢ ol L L i L i 4]
453 5-67 Nicol Afitiats Asks consideration for landscaping in Tdlewild F-6 585
45-4 567 Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass C-3 5-80
45.5 57 Asks for other alternatives. such as Red Cypress ca 5.1
Road
46-1 5-68 Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass -3 5-80
568 Leona Carlino Asks [or other alternatives, such as Red Cypress G 5.1
46-2 Road

5-8
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Table 5-1

Comment to Response
C'ross-Reference Table

Comment 1D |Page Number Commenler Response Tapic Response 1D |Page Number
171 . I?mposm.! alternatives do nol improve roadway] Ad 577
lor local use.
560 There are limited numbers of exit and entrance AS s78
47-2 ramps.
X 560 Fropmed efilcruamcs require rchuﬂ_dmg what is A6 578
47-3 in use, which limits use [or evacuation
474 560 Paul Rappmundt Proposed alternatives remove limit commercial AT 578
- development.
Proposed alternatives should include elevated|
5-69 mainline and frontage roads from Berwick to A-8 5-78
47-5 Ricchoc.
570 Supports concepl.of grade separation of railroad o 580
47-6 1n Patterson.
Proposed alternatives do not improve roadway)|
48-1 571 e £ W A 577
for local use.
48-2 5-71 Supports new LA 182 crossing of Outlet B-3 3-79
Continuous two-way frontage road should extend .
% 5. : . -9 5.
A5 71 from Calumet to Berwick on north side & >
Proposed alternatives should include elevated
48-4 5N Bridget Burnett mamline and frontage roads from Berwick to A-8 578
Ricchoc.
48-5 5-71 Construct a roadway parallel to US 90/1-49 south C-9 5-81
48-6 5-71 of the ROW C-5 5-81
48-7 5-71 Asks consideration ol contrallow lanes F-7 5-85
Concern for negative impact to school bus routes
48-8 - - 5-79
5-71 and emergency services C-1
49-1 5-72 Barry 13urnett -5 5-81
501 572 Jo Ann Gober Opposes converting LA 182 to one-wav road C-5 5-81
51-1 5-74 Questions status of wetland delineation approval. F-4 5-84
51-2 5-74 Supports selection ol Alternate X-2 B-4 5-79
51-3 5-74 Supports selection of Alternate Y-4 C-12 5-82
51-4 375 Supports selection of Alternate 2-1 D-5 5-83
In consideration ol need to provide alternate
<1 o access for evacuation purposes, a fromntage road
31- -1 on the south side of mainline could be
ST considered D-6 5-83
USEWS As selection ol Z-T would Tikely induce
significant indirecl im pacts, it is recommended
51-6 5.75 that KIS address direet, indireet, and cumulalive 5-84
impacts and associated mitigation if Z-2 is
selected. D-7
51-7 5-75 Revise Sec. 3.6.2: concerning aquifers. F-8 5-85
51-8 5-75 Revise Hxhibit 3-3 concerning [loodplains 19 3-85
510 76 IRevise Sec. 3.13.2 concerning existing Louisiana
- L black bear roadkill data I7-10 5-85
Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick 5-9
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Table 5-2
Response to Comment
Cross-Reference Table

Page Page
Response TD | Number Response Topic Commenter Comment [1)|  Number
S - PROPOSLED ALTERNATIVES B ; -
T - 5.
A-l 377 Supports or Finds Acceptable LIt .Lk"wml 5? ! ? Sf_i
Luke Bienvenue 36-1 5-55
National Marine Fisheries ¥
i 1-1 5-14
Service
A2 517 Has No Comment/No Olbjection L\ Kb okl nbe ol 2 5-13
: Texas
FAA 5-1 5-18
Jena Band of Choctaw 39-1 5-50
FEMA 31 5-16
A-3 577 No Comment/No Objection with Proviso N‘almnﬂ! T?:esnl.u'ceﬁ 11 5-17
Conservation Seivice
LDWE 38-1 5-58
Ak 577 Proposed allemnatives do nel improve roadway Paul Rappmundt 47-1 5-69
for local use. Bridget Bumetl. 48-1 5-71
As SR There are limited numbers of exit and entrance 472 569
ramps.
A g .Pmpused 'l]hel‘nﬂt‘i\ es require rebus |Vrl|ng what is 473 5.69
1 use, which hmils use (or evacuation
Proposed alternatives himit commercial Paul Rappmundt
AT 5-78 development opportunitics. 474 5-69
- " -5 5.
AR 578 Proposed alternatives should include elevated = 569
mainline and [rontage roads trom Berwick to -
Ricohac. A8-4 571
Proposed allernaiive sHotld exiend a conunuous| Bridget Bumetl
A9 578 two-way [rontage road from Calumet to Berwick] 48-3 571
on north side
B ALTERNATE X-2
Asks that barrier be included i realigninent of
4 579 5 e = 5.
B-1 579 LA 187 in Calumet Debra Lange 11-1 5-31
B2 5.79 Overpass at Zenor Road Councilman Steve Bierhorst 323 5-52
B3 579 Supports new LA 182 crossing of Wax Lake qu‘ne; Vidos 33-1 5:52
Outlet DBrideet Burneft 48-2 5-71
B-4 5-79 Suppoits selection of Allemate X-2 USFWS 51-2 5-74
18 A |ALTERNATE ¥-4
o 579 Concern for negative impact to school bus routes ol i il . A<19
-t and emergency servioes Mayor Jimmy Bermaer 84 522
Bridget Burnett 48-8 5-71
Couneilman Gus Lipari 62 5-19
Davi eIy 3 2 a
e T;,l'd Lowery and & other 2 o
5 s Supparts fully elevated mainline through Jrefiticners
-2 RO nsimon Mayor Jiminy Bernauer %3 5-22
Robert. Ayers 28-3 5-47
If’mnk 1-q1l;. St Mary Parish -1 562
Eeonomic Development

5-10 Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick
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Table 5-2
Response to Comumnent
Cross-Reference Table

Page Page
Response 1D | Number Response Topic Commenter Comment 11| Number
Da‘f’ird Lowery and 8 other 21 510
pelilioters KIS
Mavor Jimmy Berauer 8-2
Llalsema Pinho 26-1
Robert Ayers 28-1
3 5-80 Opposes Catherine Waveland Overpass Mark Gowan 29-1
Couneilnan Steve Bierhors! 32-1 5-50
Joseph Carlino 42-1 5-64
Carla Carlino <3-1 5-65
Nicol Annato 454 5-67
Teona Carlino 46-1 5-63
Larry Mendoza 25-1 541
Councilman Steve Bierhorst 32-2 5-51
[&] 5-81 Asks for alternative concept or site for overpass |© rank Tink, St Mary Parish 416 5.63
Ticonoinic Development
Nicol Ammata 45-5 5-62
Leona Carling 16-2 5-0%
Day{d Lowery and 8 olher 73 550
pelilioners
Frank Fink, St Mary Parish 414 563
-5 5-81 Opposes converting LA 182 to ane-way 1oad Heonomic Development i
Brideet Bumett 4R-6 5-71
Barry Burnett 49-1 5-712
Jo Ann Gober 30-1 5-72
C-6 5-81 Opposes closing Railroad/Veterans crossing Mayor Jimmy Bernatier #-1 5-21
C-7 5-81 Asks for T-narns at Titfany/Lipari Mark Gowan 29-2 5-49
08 <81 Compla i.ﬂﬂ that. property on Catherine Strectis  |Halsema Pmho 26-2 542
recuced m value; 15 nol marketable Robert Ayers o s
Canstruct a roadway parallel to 178 907149 soulh |Frank Fink, St Mary Parish A
-9 581 of the ROW Economic Development i >
Bridgel Bumett 48-5 5-71
—_ S 5 o P st s JoAm Armato Eos| 5-66
c-10 5-82 Cipposes Dead-end on LA 182 T e =]
o 542 Supports concept of grade separation of railroad Paul Rappmundt 476 570
in Patterson
-12 5-82 Supports selection of Alternale Y-4 USFWS 51-3 5-74

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick 5-11
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Table 5-2
Response to Comment
Cross-Reference Table

Page Page
Response LD Numiber Response Topic Commenter Comment ID |  Number
0 SUBSEGNENT 7. iy
Mark Gowan 12-] 5-32
Bill Johnson 13-1 5-32
Gary Tieadle 14-1 5-32
Louis Ratclifl, Mayor Pro Ten 15-1 5-33
C'ouncilman Ray Rasberry 16-1 5-33
Brian Thorguson 17-1 5-34d
Dean Duplantis 18-1 5-35
: . \ o g i Williaun Celalu 20-1 5-37
D-1 5-82 Supports or Finds ‘Acceptable Alternate 7Z-2 Palrick Hebort EER] T
Barry Lasseigne 24-1 40
Gerald Hotard 27-1 3-43
Ryan Geollrey 30-1 49
Duval Arthur 31-1 5.49
Michael Evans 37-1 336
?nulkh'nk St Mary Parish 41 563
Economic Development
Bill Johnson 13-2 5-35
” . . . . . Gary Beadle 14-3 5-40
n-2 5-82 Asks that Rebinson Road remain open Liovis RatohilT, Mayor Pro Tom 5o 33
Dean Duplantis 18-2 5-35
(Gary Beadle 14-2 S0
D-3 383 Requests frontage road on south side Trank Fink, St Mary Parish 413 563
TFconomic Development 3
DA 5.43 Rel] ocate eﬁr to f‘l:alﬂag_e m.ad 300 ﬁe;}sl toslow Willia Cefalu 2G5 i
exiling traffic helore reaching truck stop.
D-3 3-83 Supports selection of Allernate 2-1 31-4 575
Tao consider provision of allernate access for
D-6 5-83 evacuation purposes, a frontage road on the south 51-5 5-75
side of mainline could be consiclerad.
As.selection of Z-2 would likely induce USFWS
significant indirect impacts, it 1s recommended
D-7 584 that TIS address direct, indirect, and cumulative sl-6 575
impacts and associated mitigation if Z-2 is
selected.
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Table 5-2
Response to Comment
Cross-Reference Table

Page Page
Response [1) | Number Response Topic C ler (& tID | Number
B NOISE
1 cgd Asks that Tocdd nose bartier be continued Willian Cefal . g
- westward lo protect trailer park Hhan Letatu =0 238
B 584 Asks assurance thal Patlerson noise barrier will - |Claire Sawyer 21-1 5-39
o o protect residences on 81 Peter Streel Charles Sawyer EER) 5.39
. . - L . Jof alc 44-2
E3 -84 Asks cousideralion of noise barrier in Tdlewild iﬂmn A l
* Nicol Annato 45-2 5-67
E: } IMISCELLANEOTUS B
Asks thial Bayou Vista Drainage Distriet plamed
J-1 5-84 construction be coordinated  with 1-419. lerome Bertrand 19-1 5-36
Comments Noted Theodore Spenski 9-1
-2 5-84 Virginia Sulton 10-]
Councilman Gus Tipari 34-1
Editorial Comments J0-1
0.2
F-3 584 USACE aos
40-3
106
5 : . z ISACE (]
F-4 5-84 Questions status of wetland delineation approval. LA A0
ISFWS 51-1 5-74
s 585 l{c(!uer;!.s discussions of navigable waterways and USACE q0:8 .61
navigation unpacts
. i s 5 : i 44-3 5
T-6 5-85 Asks consideration for landscaping in Idlewild — |Nicol Ammato ij .1 7’
F-7 5-85 Asks consideration of confrallow lanes Bridgel Burnett 48-7 5-71
F-8 3-R5 Revise Sec. 3.6.2 concerning aquifers. 51-7 5-75
F-9 585 Revise E‘fxiulnt.3~3 concerning ﬂo.od‘pla_ms . LSFWS 51-8 =
Revise Sec. 3.13.2 concerning existing Louisiana 519 576
10 5-85 _ |black bear roadkill data o -
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T, GF TRRREEIRTOT Mk

],—‘FD!i RAL E'SHLR{;L]‘\CS, \:{ASACE‘V‘IL’%I' AGENCY
REGION VI i
MITIGATION DIYISION [

PUBLIC NOTICE REVIEW

B We offer the following comments

:
i
i
7] We have no comments 1o offer |

. WE WOULD REQUEST THAT THE LOCAL !
FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR BE CONTACTED FOR g
| TIIE REVIEW AND POSSIBLE PERMIT R}:,t“lfIYRF’WT‘NTS‘ '
F OR THIS PROJECT E

REVIEWER  MITTGATION NIVISINE DATE -3/
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¢ Biicy
]

Upitad States Departmunt of Agrliculture

ONRCS

Nakral Resagiens Conaorsglion Sereize.
P2 Goyeeprpand Skeat |
Slpwandra, L TIREP

April §, 2006

Mr. Noel Ardoin

Asstatant Enviconmenta] Engineer

LA Bept of Transporistion and Development
P. (. Bog 94245

Bston Rouge, Louisiana 708049245

Daer M, Ardein
Re: SP #100-902-0230
FAP #I-49(057)

Wax Lake OUrLetr 70 BERWICK
US 90 SourH
ST, TAMMANY PARISH

Thaitk you for providies ouwr agency with the opponunity (o respond to yous fstters wherein you
requesied views and comments on the shove projest,

INRCS has no ohjection 1o this project nor shouid it affect any of our work (= the immediate
viemity, Further, we do not bejmva there will be en adverse effect an the sarrounding
enviranment provided eppropriate crosion conl measures are taken during construction.

Shouid you have guestions regarding the abave comments, piease f2e] free 1o confact
Tony Beaubouct, District Conservationist in owr Frankiinten Field Office, at (O85) 839.5688,

5} Giering {11 P E.
Keate Canservation Engincer

ce:  Tony Beaubouef, District Conservationist, Frankiinion Field Office

T Naturet Snicarces Comevanion Service progitdes leadeship I garieship o882 10 s peczds
CONSEILE ARG, AN Igigre eut ratulal reviusien and Bneienmese,

A il Uppaciunity Provider 2nd Empdorer

TOTRL B, 83

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick 5-17
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e 2158 P
U3, pupartment 2661 tnpcne B,
ot Tonsporictian 5 o Fart Wamh, Tinas 755304868
1 H LR AL
:“ﬁ:ﬁ mﬂﬂﬁiﬂfbﬁ Pwalzprien Diice

April 3, 2008

Ms. Noel Argoin

Staie of Louieiana

Department of Transportation and Pevelopment
Envirenrmental Engineer Depariment

P.O. Box 34245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804.8245

Cear bs. Ardon:

Our review of the Diralt Enviranmental Impact Statement for the Wax Lake Oullet to
Berwick Route: US 90 South, 51 Mary Parish is complete and we have no

51 commants or conterns lg provide af this time.

5

We appreciate being gfven the oppariunity to review and comment on your study,

Sincaraly.

B g 0 ](1:4%
g acey ¥ [Sprigas

Managdr, Louisiana/New Mexico
Airporis Developrment Office
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PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM

STATE FROJECT MO 700-08-5230
FEDERAL Al PROJECT N0, 1-48-10067]
148 SOUTH ( ROUTE US 89
ST MARY PARISH

N ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMBMENTS BECOME PART OF THE
OFFICIAL TRANSCRIFT, THEY BHOULL: BE SUBMITTED TO ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING ADDRESSES BY WMAY 31, 2006, PLEASE NCLUDE YDUR MAME AND
ADBRESE WITH YOUR COMMENT FOR THE PURBLIC RECORR.

Ml 300 Environmental Enpineer Adminisrao:
' Section 28
Losisiang Department of Transpartation aad Development
PO Dox 94245 '
B Rouge, Lavisiana 78046143

Cromnent thiough wae

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to BerWick 5-19



Chapter 5 Comments and Coordination

Petition Protesting the 149 Plan
Through the City of Patterson
Reguesting Tlevation of 1-49 Through Entire Area

We, the undersigned residents of the Patterson, La. arca. do herehy

71 sivongly object {0 the plans as presently presented for constructing
overpasses and rerouting traffic in the Patterson, 1a. arca. We feel
that the both the local conumunity and the government would be

72 hetter served by simply elevating the highway at Red Cypress Rd.
comtinuing the entire distance through Patterson, thus preserving
the safety and welfare of the loval community allowing free
passage beneath the elevated 1-49, preserving the very expensive
prime real estate along Catherine St and the surrounding area, and
saving the costs related to the expensive over-pass so elaborately
planned from Catherine Street to Veterans Avenue across the

73 tracks. Fuorther. converting any section of Main St (La. St Hwy,
182) into a two-lane ONE WAY by-pass is in no one’s best
interest, creptes aecess hardships, and is totally unnecessary.

NAME ADDRESS
!‘"‘?;"';% 5 0 A ,f - 2 E i 1 iy
LAl (o ge Appopred . L35 i é«# = e'i}”-_, s&?@;ﬁffm’?w{
Q’%‘\"é,ﬁ_. . ¢ b AL L s A e el B T “%_.ji.'r;,;“}s.i—‘zw(:_ifrf"'\
; q
s £ ’ ¥ ¥ ¥ y o s S
Tum, = Wilidwe  Dlugausco i boaaa e 58 Fatliwe.
_f.‘é{;;;’,;}f‘i'{;@r“\?vwg' N A a {;E . Tiidap "‘{; %&'{Atmm,,
X i o
5 7 A 3. o E 7
> Wt f1 R T
l?‘;E Ianflibl,. 7 {);?s‘%x, if?"f"% [ Haht “}t F
f . i BRI L@
(22, Arfao ol ke - L
¥ '
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¢ 2 4). Box 47

PRTTERSON, LDUISIARA e
osae ¢ e
Fax (0585 B85,
MaYOR
Ly Bemaner

i it}(’m
Lm:, Hercdona
T R,

May 2, 2006

TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRARRPORTATION AND DE?ELG?M ET
RE: WAX LAKE QUTLET TO BERWICK ROUTE {1-49/U8-90)

MY NAME IS JIMMY BERNAUER, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF
~ PATTERSON. !
BT [ AMPORMALLY PRESENTING TO YOU CONCERNS AND
OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED [-49 PROJECT AS IT AFFECTS
THE CITY OF PATTERSON. |

£-2 #1: I‘I{Oi‘{}‘\i&ﬂ CLOSURE OF ACCESS FROM RAILBOAD
AVENUE SOUTH TO VETERANS AND PROVISIONS OF AN
ELEVATED STRUCTURE BF#‘“‘INP«IN{“ ON CATHERINE &fR]' ET
TO VETERANS,

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF REASONS THAT THE CITY FEELS
THAT THIS PROPOSAL IS NOT IN THE BF ST K%TERI’\‘T OF THE
CITY OF PATTERSONX,

CATHERINE STREET IS PRESENTLY A HEAVILY TRAVELED
THOROUGHFARE,

RAILROAD AVE IS ALS0O HEAVILY TRAVELED TO VETERANS .
THERE 15 A NURSING HOME, FUNERAL HOME, BUSINESSES,
SEVERAL CHURCHES ANI} SOME 508 RESIDENCES IN THE
AREA,

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick 5-21
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Py

kel

=

353 e

(V%)

(. BN 5

1 JAMES B, VIDOS

3 COUNCILMAN GUS LIPARI

£

JUANITA BIENVERU

{231

T LUKE BIENVENY

] MICHAEL EVANR

Zi REPORTED BY:

4 RUTH ARKN FREY

tn

CERTIFIED CQURT REPORTER

|

0

LG

o]

Wi

[

JOHNS, PENDLETON & ASSOQCIATES, INC.

LERTIFIED COURT HEPORTERS %

710 PHOSPHOR AVERUE 618 JEFFERSON HIGRWAY SUITE 26

METAIRIE, LA 70008 BATON ROUGE, LA 70806
{804} 2146-1993 « (BOD) 562-1285 {228) 922-a827
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{Reporter's note:

statem

Lhe pubiic between the hours of

4:00 and 8:0C p.m.}

MR, SPENSKIL:

I came to ask, I need to make

“

ure somebody gets my idea because T
think it will work, okay? I travel on
this road every day, okay, and I have a

cicse call about conce a week, ockay?

What T -- here is my comment, okay

=

Reduce the speed limit to
35 miles an hour during the day, okay,
cilose all crossovers without a turn
lane, clese them down, ckay, make then
go to one that has a turn lane bhecause

that is a cause of a lot of accidents.

Ckay.
Make it illegal to come te a stop
on the highway toe make a turn. They

should get into

¢t
o
@

t emergency lane, but
a lotbt of people don't; they come almost
Lo a complete stop right on the

highway. Everybody is doing 55,

710 PHOSPHOR AVENUE
METAIRIE, LA 70005
(504} 2191893 + (300) 562-1285

JOHNSG, PENDLETON & ASSOUCIATES, INC.
GERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS o JEFFEASON HIGHWAY SUITE 26
BATOH ROUGE, LA 70505
{225} §22.4527
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X

1 dorn't get something done soon, we'ré

& geing to have more fatalities with the
i kids crossing the highway, and that is
4 Our concers,
5 We've started a petiticn s¢ that
& we could take te gur State
7 _ representative, éud we're hoping to
8. contact them to get a wmeeting going,
9 vou know, because ws are concerned, lie
LG can't lose the lives of our kids
11 because they're trving to —-- how can I
12 say that? Thef‘re trying to do
15 something else with themselves, that
14 the program -- like the programs that
15 we're going to be holding at the civie
186 center; sp that is, you know, odr main
b7 concern,; that tzaffie Light. We either
i8 slow the speed limit down or have a
ig ferce of the State troopers around
20 pecause our main concern is individuals
21 running the red light. The speed limit
22 is 70 miles an hour, you know, on one
23 side and 65 on the other, but there is

24 nothing in between when you come inio
25 that traffic light, and we're really

JOHNS, PENDLETON & ASSOCIATES, INC.

CERTIFIED COURT HERPURTEARS

710 PHOSPHOR AVENUE 819 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY SUITE 26
METAIRIE, LA 70005 BATON ROUGE, LA 70R08
{604) 218-1983 - (BOD) 562-1285 {225} 922-4527
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Sy

1 communities of Berwick and Bayvou Vista
2 which kind of depend on each other for
3 commercial and residenti s

& it's very iportant to keep those

5 communities connectead, and that

@ frontage road would help do that, and

7 _ the fact that Ehé north side is only

8 geing to be one way toward the west,

) toward Bayou Vista, we really need that
10 one way back teo Berwick.

1.1 Whenever there is an accident on
12 the Atchafalayé bridge, the tratffic

13 backs up to Bayou Vista now fairly

14 gquickly and easily, and that frontage
1B road could provide access off of the

16 interstate and be directed to the old
17 182 bridge across the Atchafalavya

18 River; sc that would be ancther

! important reason for having that extra
2¢ frontage road, to get that traffic off
2 the interstate that would be eastbound
22 and get it off of the highway where Lhe
2 traffic would be backed up to that last
> 4 exit at Bayou Vista.

25 I think that is it. Thank you.

JOHNS, PENDLETON & ASSOCIATES, INC.

CERTIFIED COURT REPORYERS

16 PHOSPHOR AVENUE 819 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY SUITE 26
METAIRIE, LA 70008 HATON BOUGE, LA 70806
{304} 2181983 « {BOD) 562-1288 (225} 922-4827
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24
i offer about once a month, along with
2 all the non-sericus offers, I've had
3 that preperty, have lost sales on that
4 properly many bimes now because vyou're
5 faced with the propesition of the
& person buying that property having to
7 buy one-third of the preperty that they
g have to sit for the next however Many
8 years 1t takes before the State decides
10 to bhuild that zroad, or I have té hold s
1.k hundred foot by a hundred and
i 15, ninety-three foot with 1o access in the
i3 heopes that the State will finally go
14 through eon what they are proposing,
15 My situation is just one of about
16 eight different situations and pieces
17 of property on there that have been
18 devalued -- I won't say devalued bhut
19 have been rendered almost useless at
20 this peint by the State's proposal.
21 Also, it is my understanding that
22z there are other alternatives or olther
Z3 cptions that could have been considered
24 that are not being considered, The
Z5 four lane is elevated almost to that
JOHNS, PENDLETON & ASSOCIATES, INC.
TI0 PHOSPHOR AVENUE FREIGIRLE RO RS 818 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY SUITE 20
METAIRIE, LA 70008 BATON ROUGE, LA 70805
(5043 215-1993 » {BOO) 562-1285 {225} 922-4527
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ek
]

let of monevy. In other words, that is
whialt I was thinking about.

thought that was the reason why
they put it in there, and he said
was for the farmers, because 182 goes

alil the way down to

think, and it follow

wanted te complete

could probably go ever teo like the

ng the Mississippi River
and bring it into New Orleans. That
way, you could use that as a route
coming into the area without using the
four lane and use the four lanes for
evacuations north,

That is basically it.

(Discussion off the regsrd).

COUNCILMAN LIPARI:

Okay. First, I want to say that

I am a City councilman and former mayoer

22 of Patterson, and I am very much

23 concerned the way

24 " designed that our

the I-49 is presently
emergency vehicles

23 and school bus personnel will have

JOHNS, PENDLETON & ASSOCIATES, INC.

CERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS

710 PHOSPHOR AVENUE
METAIRIE, LA 70005
{504) 219-7983 » (800) 5621268

819 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY SUITE 2aG
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{2e5) 922-4827
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H REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

fad
=

RUTH ANE FREY, Certified Sherthand

‘ter, do hereby certify that the proceedings

9 were reported by me in shorthand and Transecribed

& under my personal direction and supervision, and

7 is a true and correct transcript, to the best of
8 my ability and understanding:
g Thalt I am not of counsel, not related

10, to counsel or the parties herete, and not in any

11} way interested in Lhe outcome of this matter.

] {
COURT REPORTER
te No, 81043

2
L

v
18

{2

o

JOHNS, PENDLETON & ASSOCIATES, INC.

CERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS

710 PHOSPHOR AVENUE 618 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY SUITE 26
METAIRIE, LA 70005 BATON ROUGE, LA 70808
(504} 219-1693 + (900} 5621285 {225) 922-4527
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KB EEN BAKINEALK AlanNoD DEPARTMENY OF WILELIFE AMD FIEHFRES DWIGHT LANDIREREAL
SEERETARY

SOVERNOR

Agril 12, 2006

Vineent G, Russa, Jr.
Epvitenments) Bngineer Administratar
Louistana Depertment of Tranisportation
P.(1 Box 94345, Capital Btatiag

Baten Rouge, Lovisians 08040245

Ret  Diraft Fovironinental Impact Statameant | Senre Froject 700-99-023D, Federal Project NO. I
A48-1(057), 1-49 South Wax Lake Cutlet to Berwick, Royte LS 5€, 8¢ Mary Parish, [ovisigna

Dear Russo:

The professinnal staff of the Ofiiee of Wildlife reviewed Your applioation/recuest for fie ghave
referenced preajest. ) )

381 Wehaveng ohjection provided tha: any impatted Wetlands are mitizated

; g‘he Drpartment of Wildlife and Fisheries seeks ta work w ith yonin 8 facifitative manneren this aned
sulore sueh endeavors, Please palf 1wy $ai slonld you nesd firher assistenpe. -

Sincerely,
Vo se Ol

Wenias Oriege
Purmit Coordinater

fad

FLO. 0¥ $200D » Haten HIEL, LomsSiaNa, FOREDOO00 » FHONE 225 YamBeao
AN BTUSL BERSEIUNTY DR e

TUTE PR
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DEFT, OF TREEPIRTSON F.22

Jena Band of Choctaw Indians

PO, Box 14 ® fema, Loudsding 71342-0014 * Fhoryy: 318-992-3717 « Fasc 314-902-8244

Mey 3, 2006

State of Loulsiana

Deparmment of Transportation & Bevelopment
P, O. Box 54245 &

Baton Rouge, LA T0804-8345

RE:  STATE PROJECT NG. 700-99-0230
F.AP. NO. 1-40.1(08T)
WAX LAKEQUTLET TO BERWICK
ROUTE: US90SOUTH
BT MARY PARISH, LOUISIANA

To Whom It May Concern:

Refergnce is made 1o your lerter dared March 13, 2006, concerning the above- propesed
praject.

After thorough review of the documents submitied, it has been determined that there will
e no significant impact iz repsrds to the Tens Band of Choclaw [ndians. We have no
objections to i5 implementation.

If I may be of any farther essistance, please do not hesitats to call.

Sincersly,

e Strange :
Envieonmental Diresior
Jena Band of Choctaw Indizns
Liliiestranpa72 @ack.com
3150022258

TofaL pPom2
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORI EANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
PO, BOX 60257
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 701800257

REPLY 100

ATTENTION GF April 19, 2006
Operations Division

Regulatory Branch

Subject: 1-49 South (Wax Lake Ouilet Lo Berwick)
LA DOTD 8P 700-99-023MF AP 1-49-1(057)

Federal Highways Administration
5304 Flanders Drive, Suite A
Baton Rouge, Lonisiana 70808-4348

Gentlemen:

This is in regard to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEAS¥proposing-
to upgrade a portion of US 90 between Berwick, Louisiana and the Wax Lake outlel in
St. Mary Parish forwarded to us by later dated March 13, 2006.

We have reviewed the DEIS and find that the document is well organized and
written and adequately addresses potential project related direct impacts. We would like
to offer the following comments/suggeslions most of which concern the Corps®
regulatory authority.

40-1 1. Insections S.6.2 and 4.6.2, the sentence that begins with “LOOTD
recommiends...” should be deleted. You should report that the preliminary
welland delineation performed by LDOTD indicates that there are potentially 18.7
acres of wetlands that would be impacted and that the US Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) has not verified this delineation. Based on a review of the
provided information, USACE could determine the occurrence of more or less
Jurisdictional wetlands. ' We recommend deleting the “LDOTD Jurisdictional
Recommendation (Acres)” column in tables S-1 and 4.9,

40-2 2. a) Insection 8.7.1.1, the word “Permits™ in the first sentence should not be
. capitalized.
bj Also, in that same section you site the iaws under which USACE has
regulatory authority. You might want lo check the laws/regulations. Section

10 is covered under 33 USC 403 (Scction 9 is covered under 33 USC 401).

Also, Seclion 404 regulatory authority is covered by 33 USC 1344 not 1413.

¢) You mighl want to include a sentence concerning what the Corps regulates

under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of | 899;

1) Structures such as a wharf, pier, dolphin, boom, weir, breakwater,
bulkhead, jetty, or other structures in any port, roadstead, haven, harbor,
canal, navigable river, or other water of the United States and

= 2) Lxcavaling or filling, or any other work that alters or modifics the course,
location, condition, or capacity of, any porl, roadstcad, haven, harbor,
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40-3

40-4

40-5

40-6

L

canal, lake, harbor of refuge, or enclosure within the limits ol any
breakwater, or of the channel of any navigable water of the United States.

Be consistent in the use of the proper acronym for the US Army Corps of
Engineers (page 3-24; 3.7.1). USACE is the preferred. If you refer to the New
Orleans District, the proper acronym would be CEMVN.

On page 3-25, section 3.7.2; did the Corps approve the wetland delineation? 1
not, youneed to indicale that findings are preliminary pending Corps’ approval.

On page 3-26. scetion 3.7.2, it is indicated that U.S. 90 crosses several waler
bodics. Are any of these waterways considercd navigable cither in [act or are
tidal? What, if any, impact (o navigation will oceur; dredging,. filling or structures
(bridge abutments)? Should include a discussion in subheading 3.8 addressing
navigational impacts.

On page 4-31, Scction 4.6 you discuss the history of the Corps regulatory
authority. This discussion should be deleted or moved to section $.7.1.1. Instead,
you should discuss avoidance and minimization of adverse impacts to wetlands
here.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the DEIS. Should you

have any questions concerning our comments, please contact Dr. James Barlow at (504)
862-2250 or at james.a.barlow@mvn02.usace.army.mil.

Sincerely

nald J. Venfola
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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PALL P.NAQUIN, JR., PrssinesT
FiF T FLOOR - COURTHOUSE
FRANKLIN, LOWISIANA T058-0108

May 16, 2006

Envirenmental Engineer Adminismstor

Section 28 ’

Louisiana Dept. of Transportation and
Degvelopment

Posz Office Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245

Re: 1-49 Public Hearing
Dear Sie:

Thank vou for holding a public hesring on the 1-49 akematives
from Berwick to the Wax Lake Outlet. I was clear that much
thought was put inte the proposals as well as inpur from the
previous public hegring,

Ag the Director of Economic Deveioprment for St. Mary Parich and
a resident of Pagterson, my comemenis will look az fsture economic
development along this corridor and not necessarily look only at
minimizing public costs for 1-49 alternatives presented. In peneral
the intersiate proposals should maintain access o all propeny for
future commereial development. The Berwick 1o Calumet corddor
is already emoymg economic development gains today and the
developable property will provide parish wide economic benefits
that will far exceed the addinens] cost of 149 infrastructure, As a
vosult the most conducive alternate for economic development
would be o ¢levate the entire highway from Berwick to the west of
Red Cypress Road and convert existing Highway 90 to Business
90, The existing Highway 90 will be the service road and al] exite
and entrances can commect 0 il There will be savings on service
road constritetion and the emergency overpass at Catherns Streat,
In this seenario, the economic benefits of future parish development
will payous long tenn relative to the incremental costs incurred.
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Short of the elevated interstate throughout scenario, specific comments follow:

Secrion 7 Berwick 1o Bayou Vista

Aliernative Z-2 will allow access to extremely valuable commercial propeny for
futwre development on the north side of Highway 90. Since this access road s
one way moving west, 2 service road on the east bound side of 149 shauld be
planned. This would allow future access to potentially developable properyy on
the south side.

Sgotion ¥ Bavou Vista/Tatterson (Plate 6, 7)

The conversion of Highway 182 1o a one-way service road will have a negative
inipact for local residents who uiilize this route fo zvoid Highway 90. With both
ends closed, Patlerson traflic going east will exit and have to cross wnder the
elevated onto a service road and pass back under the highway o get back 1o
Highway 182. Since 1-49 is clevated why can't the existing Highway 90 be the
service road and cnable Highway 182 to romain as i5?

Regarding Plate 5 in Patterson, the emerpency exit from the south side of the
raiiroad tracks to Catherine Street, while heing responsive previous
comments, Cuts 4 major piece of commercial property in half rendering it
undevelopable in any significant way. In maintaining an elevated highway from
Tiffany Street 1o Red Cypress Road would solve the problem. Residerts on
Veterans Boulevard would be able to cross under the interstate. Tt would #DDEET

feasible to complete Waveland between Veterans Boulevard and Tiffany Streer -

to provide an altcmative route on the south side of 149 and the railroad fracks
for necessary emergency evacuation. Surely the DOTD would save money by
paving Waveland over placing an overpass to Catherine Strect. Consideration
should alse be given to moving the emergency exit from Catherine Street io Red
Cypress Road,

The balance of Plate 4, and Plates 1, 2 and 3 have no comment.

Environmental Impact Statement: Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick

5-63



Chapter 5 Comments and Coordination

AT T

PRY-Ri-Oede 1R E3 2o

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM

STATE PROJECT NO. 700-32-023C
FEDERAL AID PROJECST HO. 14910057}
148 SOUTH | RCUTE US 80
5T MARY PARISH

N ORDER TO INSURE THAT YOUR COMMENTS BECOME PART OF THE
OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, THEY SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING RDDRESSES BY MAY 31, 2006, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND
ADDRESS WiTH YOUR COMMENT FOR THE FUBLIC RECGRD.

Wizil toc Environmentsl Faginesr Administrator
Section 28
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Develepment
P.O. Box 24245
Baton Reuge, Louisiana 70804-3245
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P&K Machine/BCM Industries, Inc
£116 Hwy 182 Morgan Clzy LA

PO Beax 2089, Patterson LA

08357305 7428

983.395 4900

prapproundy@ibellsoutn net

May 23, 2006

Louisiana Department of Transpoeriation &nd Development
Environmental Section 2

P.O. Box 94245

Baton Rouge LA 76804-9245

Re: Proposed upgeade of TS, 90 to interstate siatuz from Wax Lake Outlet t Berwick,

St. Mary Parish,
Dear Sir or Madam:

L am ax independent businessman with a machine shap business in Bayou Vista, and my
comments reflect that perspective.

After reviewing the proposed plan(s) und sketches provided, I have the following
cortents:

1) While this i3 a major thomughfire through St Mary Parish, aq it presently
exists, the proposal does nothing to improve the access of the highway to local
use,

1) There are limited exit and entrance ramps 16 allow use by loes] businesses and
residents in the arcas.

3) The entire proposal requires & rebrilding of what is already in use limiting the
use as an evacuation route.

4) Much of the proposal takes away prime commercia! land that could be
developed all afong the current roadway,

Singe upproximately one third to one half of the proposed new highway is clevated, I
would like 1o propuse that the ENTIRE section be clevated from Berwick to the Ricohoe
imerchange. This plan would aflow for the use of the existing four lane as Tocal use,
frontege roads and would require Hitle or no modifications. With the kighway elevated
down ramps could be easily positioned to coineide with existing or projected husinesses
aleng the comridor allowing traffic to flow down onto the existing local highway and beck
anto the Interstate system with Jittle teaf¥ic infringemsent. Traffic controls could be
installed at pertinent points on the original Iocal use kighway to meinizin traffic control
and eliminate the current problem of accidents so prevalent along this section of highway.

AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPPING APPFROVED FACILETY
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475 Simple ovarpass foads fo satisfy the need in Pattersan ta have access without having to
desl with the Railroad crossings can elso sccomplish access to subdivisions, south of the
existing Railroad right of way.

This is, in my opinion, the stmplest, cost effective und reasonable approack to benef all
the residents and over the road highwsy users, Tt doés not Involve the use or destruction
of any wetlands areas or cause any unnecded digplacement of existing businesses,

The suggested changes may cause increases In incremental cost of the highway tht
would in the long run be out weighed by the economic development in this community.
The existing proposed 1-49 scenarios will cause immiasurable damage to the future
growth of these communities due 1o substsrtial commmercinl property being rendersd
undevelopable. Surely this is not the ntent of the St of Lovisiana and the Department
of Treasportstion and Development.

Essentinlly, it would be a copy of the West hunk expressway in the New Orleans arey.
T hope these eomments asd recommendations are taken in to consideration.

Thank you for your time.

P&K Machine/BCM Industries, lng

. AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPFING APFROVED FACILITY

TOTEL P03
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United States Department of the Interior M«P
m

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of Environmenta] Policy and Cempliznce TAKE FRIDE |
P.0. Box 26567 (MC-9) . NAMERICA
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125-6567 .
IN REPLY REFER TO:
" May 31, 2006
File 9043.1
ER 06/249

‘Vincent G. Russo, Jr.

Envirenmental Engineer Administrator
Touisianz Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 94245, Capitol Station

Baton Rouge, Lowisiana 70804-9245

Dear Mr. Russa:

The 10.5. Department of the Interior (DOI) has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for Interstate 49 (I-49) South, Route U.S. 90, Wax Lake Outlet to Berwick,
St. Mary Parish, Louisiana, March 2006. The following comments are submitted in accordance
with the provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.§§ 661-
667¢); section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. §§1531-1543);
the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C.§ 4321 et seq.); and the Clean Water Act

(33 U.S.C. §1251 et seq.).

The State of Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development is proposing to upgrade a
portion of U.8. 90 on its existing aligument to a four-lane contral of ascess freeway meeting
Interstate Highway Standards. Depending upon location, frontage roads are proposed utilizing
either one-way or two-way road systems. Also proposed is a two-lane bridge across Wax Lake
Outlet and a ramp overpass connecting Catherine Street with Waveland Drive. Proceeding west
to east, interchanges are provided with LA 183 Access Road East, Red Cypress Road, Tiffany
Street/Lipari Street, Southwest Baulevard, and Berwick South Road/Thorguson Road,

General Comments

The DEIS is well-written and provides an analysis of existing conditions and anticipated impacts
likely to result from upgrading U.S. 90 to Interstate Highway Standards. Asa cooperating
agency, the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has been involved througheut the evaluation of the
propased project through meeting attendance, field assessments, informal guidance, and official
comuments, In their October 21, 2002, response to the preliminary DEIS, the FWS expressed
concerns zbout potential project impacts to the federally listed Y cuisiana black bear (Ursus
americanus luteolus) which ocours throughout the wooded and agricultural lands adjacent to the
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proposerd projest sres. On Mey 26, 2004, e Federal Highway Admindswation (FEWA)
requested formal consultation with the FWS to address potential project-ussocinted impasts e
the threatened Louigiana Black benr. That formal eonsvliation wid concluded an October 19,
2004; with the izsuance of the FWS s Biological Cpinion in which they determined that the
motidipated whe from the proposed project is not ikely to rosult In jeopardy 1o that speeies or
destruction or adverss modificetion of it proposed critical halitat,

FHWA lzo informally consolted with the FWE regarding potential project-assocluted tmpacts to

the threatened bald eagle (Haliceerus lencpeaphales). In 2 May 22, 2001, letter, the FWS
conewrred with FIIWA s detersaination that the ptoposed project is not likely to adversely uffeet
budd ezples but also stated that further consultation would be nesessary ifthie prajest would
encroach within 3,000 feet of any sctive bald eagle nest during the nesting seasan.

The DEIS raferences those conzultatinns and reiterates the commitment of FHWA snd the
Louisiana Deperanent of Transponation s5d Development to “hide by the terms and conditions
of the Biclogical Opinion issued Octabar 19, 2004, and fo consalt fudber with the FWE should
the project eneronch within 3,000 feat of any active bald cagle nest dusing the nesting seasnt.
Endasgercd species consaltution for this projeet is, therefore, complete. Huwever, iFthere are
changes in e seope or location of the work, ar i€ the project has not beer isisisted withia 1 year,
Follow-up consultation should be sceompiished with the FWE prioe to making expeaditures for
the project. Specific commenta regarding otier aspeets of the proposed project are provided
balow.

Epecific Comments

Section 8.6.2 - Impacts to Wetlands, snd Section 8.7.2.4 - Wetlands - Azcording to those
sectiong, the Lovisiana Department of Transportation and Developmen recorzmands fhat of the
18.74 acres of wetland Impects, only 6.58 acres he considered jurisdictional. Thiz would include
seclassifylog over 60 percent of the forested wetland impacts (5.9 acres) as “non-jutisdistional.”
Justifieation for reclassifying wetand fmpacts is not evident inthe IEIS, We recommend,
therefore, that the DEIS be revised to inelude justiScation for the recommended wetland
recissification. The DEIS should also acknowledpe that the New Orleans Disidet, United States

- Awmy Carps of Engineers (Corps) will officially determine the extest of jurisdiztional wetiands

in the project area and that approprinte mitigation will be determined by the Corps in
conniltation with the FWS and other interested natiral resouese pgencies.

Seetion 2.3, 1.2 - Subsermment X: Line snd Grads Alterpatives — According to this section, the
preferred alizmative for Subsegment X is considered Alternate X-3 (with assosiated
modifications) which extends from the Lowisiam Highway 182 Access Road Westto a poirt
5,300 foet cast of Zenor Road. After reviewing the altornatives presested in the DEIS, we
suppart the selection of Alternate X2 as the preferred altsrnative.

51°3 Sueion 2.5.2.% - Subseprment Y; Line 2nd Grade Alternatives - Accordipg to this section, the

prl:f&rrad' alternetive for Subsegment Y is considered Altersate ¥-4 (with fhe bicycle scoess
plan} whick extends from Subregment X 5 a point 2,400 foet west of Bostheast Buoglevard,
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Adter rendowing the alternatives preseated in the DEIS, we support the selestion of Altemate Y4
ey the preforred altermative. :

Section 2,5.3.2 - Sabseamnant Z: Line and Grade Alfernatives, srd Seerian 320 =«
Demogrsphics — Section 2.5.3.2 incledes a zgion of Altemates 2.1 and 2.2, Altemmats ¥-1
includes plans to constriiet only the 1-49 mainkine lnking the towns of Berwick and Bayou Vista

- Alternzie £-2, however, wonld involve conslnuction of = frontage road along the north ide of

149 thar would conneet Thorgusar Road ir. Berwick t the town of Bayen Vista, As steted in
the DES, the fromtage rosd ncladed in the Alternate 7-2 plan would provvitde ascess into
“ucdeveloped forested uress™ that Berwick officials consider “prime sites for futura
development.” Arcarding o Sestion 3.2.1 of the DEIS, however, the towus of Beewick, Bayou
Vista, and Pattersun all expedenced population declines between 1990 and 2000, with s
cumulstive population deeline of B percent, Based on those figires, the necd to develop the
“orested preas surtounding Berwick or the other communities adjasent i Subzsgment Z of the
proposed project doss not appear justified. The FWS sporeciates the need to provids altemate

-2 arcess along this section of 149 for evacuation purpeses, bowever, they cannot sumaogt

constraction of @ road with Lhe intent of aducing development within & nercly 1,400-acre forest
(with significant wildlife habitat values, including decerested use by the Loufsiane hlack bear)
when sipnificantly less eavironmenteily demaging slternutves may be available. For sxatiple,
a3 deseribed in their Ostober 21, 2002, responsc to the prelimizary DELS, Trontape road along
the south side of the proposed 149 mainfine could be constructed to connect Thorpuson Road in
Berwick to Antheny Street in Bayou Vista, The existing Thorguson Read, Robison Drive,
Berwick Roud Soulh, Hwy. 182, Toumament Boulevard, and Carolyn Strest current)y provide
aseess W the undeveloped tract, which could be matmtained witlers constreting a frontags road
on the north side of the proposed 1-49 mainline.

Accordingly, we recommend thal elther Alternate 7.1 be selected as he preferred altarnat{ve for
Subsegment Z, or that an alternute frontage road, Tacated on. ihe south side of the 1-49 mainiine
soadway, he ayaluated far fds section of the proposed project. Becouse Altermate 2.2 would
likely induce significant indireet impacts 1o the forested area narth pf1-49, we recommend that
those direct, indirest, and projested cummlative impacts, and associnted mitipation, e addressed
in the DEIS.

517 Section 3.6.2. Ground Water, first parapraph - The paragraph states that there aze no aquifers

lacated under tae study arss. This is technically inacourate — an aguifer is simply a formation
capable of yiclding water. It would he mors corract to state that the aquifers under the study arca
vomtain safine warer unsuitable for magt nzes (Renken, ]99)_3 and Winslow and orhers, 1968).

318 Scotion 3.8, Floodplains and Waterways, Exhibit 3.1 - “The figure cannot be interpreted o

identify locadons where the road could be fleeded, and fiow deep, Specifically, the shading is
too Light ad therafors the extent of the floodplain eannot be determined. The meaning of the
pink shading i5 not defined in the legend. The characteristics of some zotes, including A3, AG,
ALD, end AT are not explained in the notes. Na color iz d=flaed in the legend for 100-year
Hoodplain area (perheps it is the very faint gresn?). y
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515  Sestion 3,132 - Louisiany Black Bear - This section oFthe [EIS states thot “some bluck besr

7 mortality dete asscciated with tarspartation coridors bas been colleciad by die USFWE for the
azea,” but “none of the dera specifically involves U, 80." Significant dala regarding vehicle-
zoilision-refated mortality for Lonisians bleck bears have been collected teoughout the propased
prajest area incleding thal associnted with US. 50, Those data (inclodiap both rough data shesis
amd praplical data summestes) were prosesied in Yhe FWS's Augast 14, 2003, fetter to FHWA,
A euplained in tsat [etter, and i thefr October 19, 2004, Biologica! Opinion reganding the
subjett proposal, at least 12 Louiziana black bears were killed stempling to crasa the subject
tach of U5, 80 between 1997 and 2002, FWS records indicate that at leas: sis sdditionad bears
have dicd in velicle-related collisions ot that pertion of 1.5, 90 frowm 2007 to the sresent,
Aceardingly, we recomemend that this section of the IS be revised to ackaowisdee existing

_Louisfans black beur roadkiil data related to this sk ol U5, 90,

References

Rinken, Robert A, 1998, Ground water atlas of the Unéted Siates: Beprueat 5, Avkangas,
Louisiana, Mississippi 1.8, Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas 730-F, 28 . Also
available on the Internet at: Biipsienpp.awater tsps povigwa'ch Sindes hiel

Winslow, Alles George: Hitlier, Donaid E; Turcan, A N, 1968, Saline gronod water in
[euisians: L8, Gealogleal Survey Hydeologic Atles 3140, 4 mnps.

Thank you for the opporanily to provide these comments, We yast they will be of use as you
prepare the final document. H you bave npy questions regarding our comments, please cogtact
wie BL{5D5) S63-3572, fax {505) 563-3066, or by £ il Siephen_Spencer@iosdol gov.

Sineerely,

Sl (Yoo

Stephen R Spensir
Reglonal Envimamental Officer
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5.10.2 Responses
A. Proposed Alternatives

A-1 Supports or finds the proposed project acceptable.
Comment noted.
A-2 Has no comment on / no objection to the proposed project.
Comment noted.
A-3 Has no comment on / no objection to the proposed project with proviso

» FEMA asked that the local Floodplain administrator be contacted.

o A copy of the DEIS was distributed to Mr. Carol Vinning, the St. Mary
Parish Floodplain Administrator. In a telephone conversation on June 14,
2006, it was determined that he had no comments regarding floodplain
issues. He requested, however, that the project consider street lighting in

the urbanized areas.

o NRCS states that erosion control measures must be taken during construction.

o This will be a commitment in the FEIS.
o LDWF requires that wetlands be mitigated.

o This will be done in accord with USACE determinations through the 404

permit process

A-4 Proposed alternatives do not improve roadway for local use.

Currently, the corridor provides a 4-lane arterial roadway (US 90) and no control

of access freeway (Interstate) capacity.

The proposed project would provide a 4-lane control of access freeway (1-49)
from Wax Lake Outlet to Southeast Boulevard and a 6-lane freeway from there

to Berwick. In addition the following arterial roadways are proposed:

» A 2-lane, 2-way roadway from Ricohoc to Red Cypress Road, including a

new crossing of Wax Lake Outlet;

e A 2-lane, 2-way roadway serving the industrial sites south of US 90 in

Calumet; and

e A 4-lane arterial roadway from Red Cypress Road to approximately the

Berwick Town Limits.

Level of Service (LOS) is a qualitative measure of operating conditions and their
perception by motorists. The levels range from A to F with A representing the
_best conditions and F being defined as a volume to capacity ratio greater than one
(1). LOS can apply to the performance of a roadway link or of an intersection.
Traffic analysis indicates that the mainline roadway will operate generally at
LOS B and C in 2030 for both No Build (US 90) and Build (I-49). Local
intersections under No Build will become very congested. Except for LA 182
Access Road East that would operate at LOS D and Cotten Road that would
operate at LOS E, all the local intersections with US 90 would deteriorate to LOS
F. Under Build, Cotten Road would be LOS A and the other intersections with

frontage roads would all be B+ or B.
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A-5 There are limited numbers of exit and entrance ramps.

The general rule regarding the distance between interchanges on a freeway is to
locate them one mile apart in urban areas and three miles apart in rural areas.
The mainline portion of this project along the US 90 ROW is 8.7 miles in length.
After subtracting the approximately 2.7 miles west of Red Cypress Road that is
classified as rural, the urban portion of the project is 6 miles in length calling for
approximately 5 interchange areas. There are ramps generally serving the
following 5 locations:

Red Cypress Road at the City Limits of Patterson,

Tiffany Street / Lipari Street in Patterson,

the eastern end of the Idlewild area,

Southeast Boulevard, and

5. Thorguson Drive.

AR =

A-6 Proposed a'lternati\_fes require rebuﬂding what is in use, which limits use for
evacuation.

A commitment of the 1-49 South project is to maintain 4 lanes of traffic at all
times throughout construction. The reconstruction of roadways within the ROW
does not diminish the opportunity for evacuation.

A-7 Proposed alternatives limit commercial development opportunities.

With the possible exceptions of the issues relative to Catherine Street / Waveland
Drive (See C-3.) and to limitations of access to properties resulting from the
requirements of Control of Access at exit and entrance ramps, all property
suitable for development would remain accessible.

A-8 Proposed alternative should include elevated mainline and frontage roads
from Berwick to Ricohoc

This comment is similar to C-4, 1. and C-6. (See below.) It differs in that it
recommends elevation of [-49 throughout the project, not only between Tiffany
Street / Lipari Street and Red Cypress Road. As the projected LOS on the local
network would remain acceptable in 2030, with or without the Catherine Street /
Waveland Drive overpass, there is no traffic purpose in elevating the mainline.
Portions of the mainline now proposed to be constructed at grade may be
elevated pending the outcome of consultations with USFWS at the time that
preliminary and final designs are underway.

A-9 Proposed alternative should extend continuous 2-way frontage road from
Calumet to Berwick on the north side.

A 2-way, 2-lane frontage road is not possible for the following reasons:

1. Tt would decrease capacity in the urban areas of Patterson and Bayou Vista;

2. Tt would make it difficult to locate entrance and exit ramps serving 1-49 as a
ramp cannot enter or leave a lane with opposing traffic, and

3. The frontage road on the south side between LA 182 Access Road East and
the industrial facilities would need to remain.
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B. Alternate X-2
B-1 Asks that a barrier be included in the realignment of LA 182 in Calumet,

An F-type jersey barrier, either a PL-2 for speeds below 45 mph or a PL-3, would
be a standard part of this design in accord with the AASHTO Roadside Design
Manual. It would be placed above the retaining wall that will support the fill
section for realigned LA 182 between the section of former LA 182 that now
serves as a local access road and the existing US 90 (Future 1-49 South)
northbound shoulder. LA 182 1s realigned because the profile required for it to
cross the levee of Wax Lake Outlet would result in too great a grade difference
between the road and the adjacent property if it were aligned on the former LA
182 alignment. : ~

B-2 Asks for an overpass at Zenor Road.

A grade separation at Zenor Road was considered during the alternatives
analysis. However, the geometry proposed in Alternate X-2 satisfies the egress
requirements of the industrial facilities located in the vicinity and provides access
to the airport via the frontage road from Red Cypress Road interchange and then
via LA 182 Access Road East and then LA 182 or via Zenor Road. This also is
the least costly alternate.

B-3 Supports a new crossing of Wax Lake QOutlet, either as an evacuation route

or to aid local traffic.
Comments noted.

B-4 USFWS supports selection of Alternate X-2
Comment noted.

C. Alternate Y-4

C-1 Is concerned about a potential negative project impact on school bus routes

and emergency services in Patterson.

This concern has been expressed relative to two locations along the corridor:

1. One location is the frontage road in the Idlewild area where it shares the same
alignment with LA 182. This shared roadway would be a two-way, four-lane
divided roadway. It is not anticipated that there would be a negative impact
on school bus routes or emergency services. Proper signage would be
provided in the vicinity of the intersections of the frontage road, LA 182/Main
Street, and Lassus Street. In the cast at the intersection of LA 182 and the
frontage road, geometric modifications for better traffic channelization will be
considered at the time of final design.

2. The other location is the area between Red Cypress Road and the existing
intersection of US 90 with Tiffany Street / Lipari Street including the closing
of the crossing of the highway right-of-way at Veterans Drive / Railroad
Avenue. The concerns regarding this location are discussed in the responses
to C-2 and C-3.
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C-2 Supports a fully elevated mainline through Patterson.

C-3

During the alternatives analysis, Y-4 was selected for inclusion in the DEIS
because it provided for the Tiffany Street / Lipari Street crossing to remain open
across the highway right-of-way and to intersect with the frontage roads for full-
directional access between the north-south orientation of Tiffany Street / Lipari
Street and the east-west orientation of the frontage roads that, in turn, provide
access to 1-49.

The projected Level of Service (LOS) (See A-4 above for description of LOS.)
for the Tiffany Street / Lipari Street intersection with the frontage roads in 2030
for Alternate Y-4 as presented in the DEIS is LOS B+. In 2000 this intersection
had LOS D in the AM period and LOS E in the PM period; in 2030 for the No
Build alternate, the intersection would have LOS F in both periods. LOS C is the
minimum acceptable Level of Service in an urban area. This indicates that there
is no measurable need for an additional crossing of the highway right-of-way at
Veterans Drive / Railroad Avenue, which is the apparent basis for the request
that there be full elevation of the mainline of 1-49 through this area.

Alternate Y-4 as presented in the DEIS, includes the Catherine Street / Waveland
Drive Overpass. Based on comments received during the Public Comment
Period, the overpass has been eliminated from this project. More traffic would
be expected to be routed to Tiffany Street / Lipari Street, and the Level of
Service at that intersection would then be reduced slightly to LOS B. This
remains superior to the minimum acceptable LOS C.

Opposes the Catherine Street / Waveland Drive Overpass.

Opposition to this structure was expressed by 7 individuals including a Parish
Councilman, a petition signed by 9 individuals, and a written comment from
Mayor Jimmy Bernauer of Patterson on behalf of the City of Patterson.

This overpass is not an essential element of the proposed action. It was included
in Alternate Y-4 to mitigate the community disruption currently resulting from
the 25 trains per day that operate on the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
(BNSF) that would be exacerbated by construction of I-49 in the US 90 right-of-
way parallel and adjacent to the railroad. Elimination of the overpass would not
diminish the satisfaction of the project Purpose and Need.

Those opposing the structure cited the following concerns:

o Traffic on Catherine Street is already congested. Adding traffic would be
undesirable and create safety concerns.

o Catherine Street does not have a conventional hard surface.

o Property on Catherine Street is devalued because no one knows when it will
be needed for the structure.

» Property owners have lost money because of the proposal.

o FEconomic development in Patterson is hurt because this is the only
remaining prime commercial property.

o There are other solutions. (See C-4.)
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o The City is building a library on Catherine Street.
» Land was given for Catherine Street to be made a boulevard.
o FElevating the mainline would be less expensive.

Further, the intersection of Tiffany Street / Lipari Street with the frontage roads
would have LOS B, which is an acceptable Level of Service. Therefore, the
overpass will be eliminated from the project. If the community determines at a
later date that a grade separation of the railroad would be desirable, it can be
developed as a separate project.

C-4 Asks for alternative concept or site for the Catherine Street / Waveland
Drive Overpass.

Suggestions received for alternatives fall into two categories: .

1. Some suggest a different concept, the' full elevation of the mainline. As
discussed in the response to C-2, mainline elevation is an undesirable
alternative as it would not provide grade separation of the railroad and is not
required to maintain an acceptable level of service.

2. Other comments suggest a different site for the overpass. The proposed
locations are either Red Cypress Road or “some other” location.

As the overpass has been eliminated from the project, there is no purpose to
examine other locations.

C-5 Opposes converting LA 182 to a one-way road.

LA 182 would become a 4-lane divided roadway, not a one-way roadway. The
existing alignment of LA 182 in the Idlewild area will serve as the westbound
lanes while the eastbound lanes will be located across a median. Other changes
in the proposed alignment of LA 182 and the frontage road are defined in the
response to C-1.

C-6 Opposes closing the Railroad Avenue / Veterans Street crossing.

As discussed in C-2 and C-3, closing this intersection would not result in an
unacceptable LOS on the local network. Also, ramps are located in the area of
this existing intersection that would result in control of access closing the
crossing. This latter condition requires that the realignment of Veterans Street
remain as proposed in the DEIS.

C-7 Asks for U-turns at Tiffany and Lipari Streets.
U-turns will be included in the project at this intersection.

C-8 States that property on Catherine Street is reduced in value or cannot be
sold because of the project.

Comment noted. The Catherine Street / Waveland Drive Overpass has been
eliminated from the project.

C-9 Construct a roadway parallel to US 90/I-49 south of the ROW

This roadway is variously described as an extension of Waveland Drive from
Veterans Street to Tiffany Street or as a road connecting Tiffany Street with
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Cotten Road. Similar concepts were considered during the alternatives analysis.
While these concepts could improve traffic circulation in Patterson, they would
not be part of this project.

C-10 Opposes Dead-end on LA 182
This is related to C-1 and C-5. Again, see response to C-1.
C-11 Supports concept of grade separation of railroad in Patterson

Similar to C-4, and in contradiction of C-3, this comment suggests that grade
separation of the railroad is useful, but no specific site is suggested. The position
of the commenter regarding the Catherine Street / Waveland Drive connection is
unclear. As the overpass has been eliminated from the project, the issue is moot.

C-12 USFWS supports selection of Alternate Y-4
Comment noted. -

D. Sub-segment 7

D-1 Supports or finds acceptable proposed Alternate 7-2.

Comment noted; fourteen individuals including the Mayor Pro Tem and a
Councilman of the Town of Berwick and a former Parish President support
Alternative Z-2, which includes a westbound frontage road on the north side.
USFWS, a federal agency with statutory regulatory authority finds Z-2
insupportable as it includes the “construction of a road with the intent of
inducing development within a nearly 1,400-acre forest...when less significantly
environmentally damaging alternatives may be available.”

Alternate Z-1 has been selected because there is currently no planned
development for the land north of the proposed 1-49 in Berwick.

In response to the comments supporting Z-2, as Z-1 does not prohibit the future

development of a frontage road, DOTD would commit to construction of the

frontage road contingent on: '

o the property abutting the ROW on the north side receiving development
rights from the town and the regulatory agencies;

o The property owners demonstrating a commitment for the development to
occur; and

o The frontage road receiving NEPA clearance in the form of a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) following the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment (EA) or in the form of a Record of Decision (ROD) following
the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or a
Supplemental EIS. A determination of which form. of environmental
investigation is appropriate would be made at the time that the first two
conditions are met.

D-2 Asks that Robinson Road remains open.

Four individuals making comments regarding D-1, including the Mayor Pro
Tem, are concerned with Robinson Road. The alignment of the frontage road
requires the elimination of Robinson Road as it approaches Thorguson Drive
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because the intersections of these roads with Thorguson Drive would be too close
together. Robinson Road cannot serve as the frontage road as it does not align
with either the roadway from the LA 182 bridge in the east or the northbound I-
49 entrance ramp in the west.

Robinson Road will remain open approximately 1,200 feet farther west than
shown in the DEIS, and will terminate with a dead-end at the point where control
of'access is indicated on Plate 9b.

D-3 Asks for a frontage road on the south side of the mainline (Eastbound).

Frontage roads are not provided in Alternate Z-1 as there is no existing or
planned development to warrant frontage roads.

- The frontage road in Z-2 was considered to address:

o concerns of local officials

— that local trips would need to be accommodated and

— that the proposed development of the area would need to be accessible and
« concerns of the Louisiana Office of Emergency Preparedness that frontage

roads be included in an alternate to provide additional capacity during
hurricane evacuation situations.

These same concerns resulted in both alternates including a third mainline lane in
each direction between the Southeast Boulevard and Thorguson Drive
interchanges. These lanes would allow vehicles to travel from Bayou Vista to
Berwick without entering the main stream of Future 1-49 traffic.

In consideration of the need to provide alternate access during an evacuation,
USFWS recommends a frontage road on the south as a consideration. (See D-6.)

D-4 Asks to relocate the exit in Z-2 to the frontage road to slow truck traffic
before the truck stop driveway.

The exit is properly aligned. No change is required.
D-5 USFWS supports selection of Alternate Z-1.
Alternate Z-1 has been selected.

D-6 To address provision of alternate access for evacuation purposes, consider a
frontage road on the south side of mainline.

As referenced in D-3, USFWS offers an alternative to Z-1 that would address the
need for an alternate access route during evacuations. The alternate as suggested
would be a frontage road on the south side of 1-49 from Anthony Street in Bayou
Vista to Thorguson Road. ;

Z-1 has been selected as presented. An alternate route from Berwick to Bayou
Vista already exists along LA 182, and, as discussed in D-1, a frontage road
could be constructed on the northern side given the satisfaction of certain
conditions.
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D-7 As Z-2 would likely induce significant indirect impacts, it is recommended
that the EIS address direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts and associated
mitigation if Z-2 is selected.

No further work was undertaken in this regard as Z-2 was not selected.
E. Noise
E-1 Asks to extend the Todd Subdivision noise barrier.

The Dixie Trailer Park also was evaluated in the traffic noise analysis. The
analysis determined that a noise barrier is not feasible. A barrier at this location
‘would have to be constructed at the edge of pavement which was determined not
to be feasible for reasons of driving safety

E-2 Asks to address noise impacts on St. Peter Street.

The traffic noise analysis determined that a noise barrier is warranted in
Patterson for a distance of 2,500 feet from Church Street to a point
approximately 150 feet east of St. Peter Street. Modeling of existing and future
traffic noise levels determined that the area protected by this barrier is the only -
area in which a significant reduction in noise can be achieved by a barrier that is
both feasible and reasonable. At the point where the barrier ends east of St. Peter
Street, 1-49 South would be elevated. The noise analysis determined that no noise
impact would occur and a barrier is not warranted along the elevated section.
Additional discussion of the traffic noise analysis is found in Section 4.3 of the
EIS.

E-3 Asks consideration of noise barrier in Idlewild.

The traffic noise analysis did not determine that a noise barrier is warranted in
Idlewild area. The entire corridor is considered for noise barriers, but only those
that are both reasonable and feasible are planned. Additional discussion of the
traffic noise analysis is presented in chapter 4.3 of the EIS.

F. Miscellaneous

F-1 The Bayou Vista Drainage District asks that construction be coordinated
with other entities.

LDOTD coordination with construction projects of the parish, town, city, and
other state agencies is a commitment in this FEIS.

F-2 Various comments were made that do not apply specifically to this project.
Comments noted.

F-3 Editorial Comments
These changes were made.

F-4 Questions the status of wetland delineation approval.

A jurisdictional determination has not yet been made. The extent of the
jurisdictional wetlands will be determined by the USACE, and a mitigation plan
will be developed during the permit application process.
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F-5 USACE requests addition of information concerning navigable waterways
and the impacts to navigation.

This FEIS includes discussions of these items. Wax Lake Outlet has been
determined to be navigable. The impacts to navigation caused by this project
would result from construction of the LA 182 crossing of Wax lake Outlet. The
impact would be the closure of the channel during construction, which would be
minimized through coordination with the USCG.. This would be undertaken
during final design in association with the permit process involving the USCG
and the USACE. The requirements will be incorporated in the construction
- documents.

F-6 Asks consideration for landscaping in Idlewild

Landscaping could be included throughout the project in accord with the
requirements of DOTD design standards provided an established local entity
assumes responsibility for maintenance.

I*-7 Asks consideration of contra-flow lanes.

It is not currently anticipated that crossovers in association with contra-flow
lanes would be required in this section of 1-49. This would be re-evaluated
during final design.

F-8 Revise Sec. 3.6.3 concerning Aquifers.
This FEIS reflects this revision. |
F-9 Revise 3-3 concerning Floodplains
This FEIS reflects this revision.
F-10 Revise Sec. 3.13.2 concerning existing Louisiana black bear road kill data

This FEIS reflects this revision.
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