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5.0 AGENCY INVOLVEMENT AND PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
5.1 Agency Coordination 

 
Due to the emergency nature of the detour route project, a majority of the agency 
coordination for both the detour and bypass took place during the Bypass 
Feasibility Study including:  

 

 Project Initiation Meeting on March 27, 2013 at the DOTD Headquarters in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 Stakeholder Meeting #1 on April 11, 2013 at Assumption Parish Office of 
Emergency Preparedness - Police Jury Meeting Room in Napoleonville, 
Louisiana 

 Well Avoidance Meeting on April 25, 2013 at the DOTD Headquarters in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 Permitting Coordination Meeting on July 19, 2013 at the LDNR in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 

 Stakeholder Meeting #2 on July 31, 2013 at the DOTD Headquarters in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 
A summary of each meeting and sign-in sheets are available in Appendix D of the 
Bypass Feasibility Study, which is included as Attachment 1.  

 
As part of the EA outreach, SOV letters were mailed out November 22, 2013 to 
federal, state, and local agencies and elected officials on the list of recipients 
located in Appendix A. Early on in the process, various agencies were invited to 
serve as cooperating and participating agencies for this project. The USACE was 
invited to be a cooperating agency. A cooperating agency means any Federal 
Agency, other than a lead agency, that has jurisdiction by law or special expertise 
with respect to any environmental impact involved in a proposed project or project 
alternative. USACE accepted the role of a cooperating agency. 

 
The USFWS, LDWF, and the LDNR were invited to be participating agencies. A 
second invitation was extended to the LDNR when the department assigned a 
singular project manager to coordinate correspondence between the Coastal 
Management Division and Department of Conservation. Based on participation in 
the Stage 0 process, the Assumption Parish Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness was also invited to become a participating agency. 
Participating agencies are active participants in the NEPA evaluation, and they 
consist of a governmental agency at any level with an interest in the proposed 
project. An invited participating agency is designated as participating unless the 
agency declines the invitation. None of the agencies invited to participate declined 
the invitation. 
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Prior to the first public meeting, a Stakeholders Meeting was held to present the 
proposed build alternatives, environmental constraints, and utility locations to 
local, state, and federal agency representatives and elected officials on May 15, 
2014. This was an informal meeting that allowed for open discussion. The project 
team asked stakeholders to voice any concerns related to the proposed 
alternatives. A copy of the agenda and sign-in sheets are located in Appendix H-
1. Personnel from various utility companies expressed concern over access to 
pipeline ROW. In order to properly address these concerns, Providence 
coordinated directly with all utility companies with ROW in the project area after 
the meeting. The utility companies were asked to submit their requests for vertical 
clearance in order to provide access during construction activities. Any vertical 
clearance or construction requirement requests received were taken into 
consideration during the preliminary design process and will be provided to the 
DOTD as part of the project record for consideration during final design if the 
project progresses. 

 
5.2 Public Outreach 
 
As part of the Stage 0 Bypass Feasibility Study, a Public Meeting was held on 
August 13, 2013 at the Assumption Parish Community Center located at 4910 
Louisiana Highway 308 in Napoleonville. The purpose of the meeting was to 
provide an overview of the proposed project and to obtain public input regarding 
possible alternatives. Members of the EA consultant team attended the meeting to 
ensure consistency with the material being presented and ongoing EA line and 
grade development. A copy of the public meeting, summary, sign-in sheets, public 
comments, handouts and the presentation can be found in Appendix E of the 
Bypass Feasibility Study, which is included at the end of this document as 
Attachment 1. 
 

5.2.1 Public Meeting 
 

The first public meeting for Stage 1 EA was held on June 19, 2014 from 
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Assumption Parish Community Center in 
Napoleonville. The purpose of this meeting was to provide the public with 
information on proposed build alternatives, preliminary impacts, and to 
solicit comments on all proposed alternatives from individuals, groups, 
officials, and local agencies. The paid public notice ran twice in each of 
these three publications: The Advocate on May 30, 2014 and June 16, 
2014; The Bayou Journal on May 27, 2014 and June 17, 2014; and The 
Assumption Pioneer on May 29, 2014 and June 12, 2014. There was an 
announcement on the DOTD’s website that was posted on June 29, 2014 
and advertised through the public meeting date.  

 
A Microsoft Outlook calendar invite was sent to local/state agencies and 
elected officials. E-mail invitations were also sent to residents, interested 
parties, and utility companies. The electronic invitation was sent to agencies 
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and interested parties on May 29, 2014. If an e-mail address was not 
available, a copy of the public notice was mailed to interested parties on 
June 2, 2014. The complete invite list can be found as part of the public 
meeting summary in Appendix H-2. 
 
Two presentations were given, one at 5:15 PM and one at 6:15 PM, after 
which attendees could provide verbal comments and ask questions that 
would be transcribed by the court reporter. Once the presentation and open 
discussion was finished, attendees could walk around and look at the 
exhibits where members of the consulting team were available to answer 
questions. Opportunities for comments at the public meeting were also 
made by providing a court reporter to transcribe individual verbal comments 
in a one-on-one setting or via comment forms to provide written comments. 
Written comments could be turned in at the hearing or mailed in. The 
meeting summary, including meeting material, exhibits, public notices, 
invitations, presentation slide, court reporter transcript of verbal comments, 
sign-in sheets, and photographs, are included as Appendix H-2. 
 
No written comments were received at or in response to the meeting. No 
individual comments were made to the court reporter outside the 
presentation timeframe. Comments received during the presentation 
included concerns that Bypass Alternative 4 is located within the area of 
storage caverns associated with the Napoleonville Salt Dome, and this 
could provide risks to the roadway if there was another incident. The project 
team responded that this is the reason for a scenario-based Preferred 
Alternative. In the event it looks like the integrity of the roadway near Bypass 
Alternative 4 would be compromised, then Bypass Alternative 3 would be 
the preferred option. A question was received regarding access to area 
businesses. The DOTD explained that if the project is determined to be 
needed, access would be worked out during design. A transcript of 
comments and responses is included in Appendix H-2 as part of the public 
meeting summary.   

 
5.2.2 Public Hearing 

 
A public hearing was held as part of this Planning/Environmental process. 
The purpose of this hearing was to provide the public with the findings of 
this EA, and to solicit comments on the project from individuals, groups, 
officials, and local agencies. The initial notice of availability was submitted 
to The Advocate (official state journal) and The Bayou Journal (official 
parish journal) on May 4, 2015. This allowed for the required 30-40 day 
notice prior to the public hearing. This notice included the location to review 
the EA document as well as details of the public hearing.  
 
The paid public notice ran twice in the two publications: The Advocate on 
May 12, 2015 and June 9, 2015; and The Bayou Journal on May 12, 2015 
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and June 9, 2015. An announcement was also posted on the DOTD’s 
website on May 5, 2014 and advertised through the public hearing date.  
 
A Microsoft Outlook calendar invite was sent to local/state agencies and 
elected officials. E-mail invitations were also sent to residents, interested 
parties, and utility companies. The initial electronic invite was sent on May 
13, 2015 with follow up reminders sent June 12 and 16, 2015. If an e-mail 
address was not available, a copy of the public notice was mailed to 
interested parties on May 14, 2015. The complete invite list and copies of 
electronic invitations can be found in Appendix H-3. 
 
According to the notices, the EA was available to the public for review at 
DOTD’s District Office, the FHWA Division Office, and the DOTD 
Environmental Section Office, all in Baton Rouge. It was also available for 
review from May 12, 2015 through June 29, 2015 at the Assumption Parish 
Library, both the Napoleonville and Pierre Part Branches. An electronic 
copy of the EA was available to download from the DOTD Environmental 
Section’s website.  
 
The public hearing for this EA was held on June 17, 2015 from 5:00 PM to 
7:00 PM at the Assumption Parish Community Center in Napoleonville. The 
hearing was conducted using a combination open-house and a pre-
recorded presentation format to allow for the most flexibility in attendance. 
A total of 28 people attended, including twelve (12) members of the public, 
eleven (11) agency representatives and/or elected officials, and five (5) 
members of the consultant team.  
 
Attendees at the hearing were reminded of the EA comment period, which 
extended through June 29, 2015. Participants were asked to provide any 
comments during this time frame to become part of the EA document. 
Opportunities for comments at the public hearing were made by providing a 
court reporter to transcribe verbal comments or via comment forms to 
provide written comments. Written comments could be turned in at the 
hearing or mailed in. No comments were received at the public hearing and 
no mailed in public comments were received by either the consultant team 
or DOTD after the hearing. Agency comments were received from USFWS 
and LDWF. These comments are summarized in Chapter 4.18 and 4.22. 
The hearing summary, including handouts, the hearing layout and exhibits, 
public notices, invitations, court reporter transcript, sign in sheets, and 
photographs are included as Appendix H-3.


