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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) initiated a Stage 
1 Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Louisiana Highway 70 (LA 70) Detour Route to 
ensure system linkage and access in the event of a permanent closure of LA 70 in the 
project area in Assumption Parish. The public hearing for the LA 70 Detour Route was 
held on December 17, 2014. The purpose of this hearing was to provide the public with 
the findings of the LA 70 Detour Route EA, and to solicit comments on the project from 
individuals, groups, officials, and local agencies. This event summary provides a 
description of the hearing content, advertising efforts, public input, and attendance. 
 

1.1 Hearing Format 
 

The hearing was conducted using a combination 
open-house and a pre-recorded presentation format 
to allow for the most flexibility in attendance. Hearing 
attendees were greeted at the entrance and 
requested to sign in. They were provided with a 
handout containing a comment form, Preferred 
Alternative map, and the PowerPoint presentation 
slides. More information on the presentation content 
is included as Section 1.2. Comment forms were also provided at the comment 
table to allow the public to provide their written comments at the hearing. The 
comment form also provided contact information for the consultant project 
manager including mailing address and email information in case the public 
wanted to take the form home. A copy of the handouts provided are included as 
Appendix A.  
 
A map handout of the public hearing layout was also available at the sign-in tables. 
When entering the room, a series of exhibits presented the DOTD Project 
Development Process, DOTD’s merged EA/Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) flow chart, an existing road closures routes, preliminary build alternatives, a 
typical section, a preferred alternative map, an alternative impact matrix of the 
preferred alternative, the opinion of probable cost for the preferred alternative, 
environmental constraints, noise impacts, utilities, and tax parcel boundaries. The 
map of the public hearing layout and letter-sized versions of the large exhibits are 
included as Appendix B.  
 
At the end of the exhibit series was the DOTD Real Estate Table. DOTD Real 
Estate personnel were available to answer any relocation questions by attendees. 

Across the room a court reporter was seated to 
record individual verbal comments from the public. 
Next to the court reporter, just to the right of the 
entrance was the comment table, which allowed 
for writing of comments and supported a comment 
box to receive the written comments. Members of 
the consultant team, as well as the DOTD, guided 
attendees through the exhibits and hearing 
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materials and answered questions from the public. A presentation area was 
provided in the front of the room, including an abundance of seating and a sign 
posted adjacent to the presentation screen describing the presentation timing 
(replayed every 20 minutes).  
 
1.2 Hearing Presentation 

 
A pre-recorded PowerPoint presentation played continuously throughout the 
hearing and presented the following information:   
 

 Focus of this Public Hearing 

 Project Description 

 Purpose of this Public Hearing 

 Project Background  

 DOTD Project Development Process 

 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Environmental Review Process 

o Purpose and Need 
o Alternative Development 
o Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 
o Alternative Screening 
o Environmental Documentation 

 Environmental Impacts 

 Relocation Impacts 

 Opinion of Probable Cost 

 Current Project Schedule  

 Next Steps of Stage 1 Process 

 Methods for Providing Input 

 Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation Information 
 

The presentation was pre-recorded and ran every twenty minutes. A copy of the 
presentation is included in Appendix A.  

 
1.3 Hearing Locations and Time 

 
The hearing location and time was developed to provide optimum public 
involvement. The consultant team felt it was important to focus the hearing location 
near the project study area that would be easily accessible, but at a location big 
enough to host a crowd. The Assumption Parish Community Center was selected 
as the hearing location due to its proximity to LA 70 (approximately seven miles 
from the project study area), the size of the facility, abundance of parking, visibility, 
and use by the community. This location was also used for the Stage 0 detour 
route public meetings. The hearing was offered as an open-house format and 
during evening hours to increase public participation. The public hearing was 
scheduled as defined below: 
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Wednesday December 17, 2014 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Assumption Parish Community Center 
Adjacent to Assumption High School 

4910 LA 308 
Napoleonville, Louisiana 70390 

  
2.0 HEARING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
2.1 Public Notice 
 
The paid public notice below ran twice in the official state journal, The Advocate, 
on November 17, 2014 and December 12, 2014 and in the official parish journal, 
The Bayou Journal, on November 20, 2014 and December 9, 2014. It also ran 
twice in the local newspaper, The Assumption Pioneer, a weekly newspaper 
printed in Napoleonville, Louisiana on November 20, 2014 and December 18, 
2014. An announcement was also posted on the Assumption Parish Police Jury 
blog on December 9 and 11, 2014. There was an announcement on DOTD’s 
website which was posted on November 12, 2014 and advertised through the 
public hearing date. The public notice affidavits, newspaper clippings, and website 
announcements are included as Appendix C. 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Stage 1 - Environmental Assessment 

State Project No. H.010571.2 

Federal Aid Project No. H010571 

LA 70 Detour Route 

Assumption Parish 

 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will hold a public hearing to 
discuss the results of the LA 70 Detour Route Environmental Assessment 
(EA). Detailed information relative to the project is available to those interested 
through copies of the EA. This information is available for review and/or 
copying at the DOTD’s District Office (8100 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge). 
Copies of this data will be made available upon request at the expense of the 
person requesting this information, and at a cost equal to the DOTD’s cost of 
reproduction. The EA is available, for review only, at the FHWA Division Office 
(5304 Flanders Drive, Suite A, Baton Rouge) and at the DOTD Environmental 
Section Office (1201 Capitol Access Road, 5th Floor, Baton Rouge). The EA 
is also available for review through January 2, 2015, at the Assumption Parish 
Library Napoleonville Branch (293 Napoleon Avenue, Napoleonville) and at 
the Pierre Part Branch (2800 LA 70, Pierre Part). You may also download the 
EA from the DOTD Environmental Section’s website. All interested parties are 
invited to review the EA and are encouraged to attend this public hearing, 
scheduled for the following date, time, and location: 
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Wednesday, December 17, 2014 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
Assumption Parish Community Center 
Adjacent to Assumption High School 

4910 LA 308 
Napoleonville, LA 70390 

 
The public hearing will be in an open house format. A prerecorded presentation 
including information relative to the general location, design features, impacts 
of the project, tentative project schedule, acquisition of right-of-way, and 
relocation assistance will play continuously throughout the hearing. A court 
reporter will be present to record and transcribe oral statements for the hearing 
record and representatives of the DOTD, the FHWA, and the consultant team 
will be present to answer any questions relative to the project. Written 
statements may be submitted at the public hearing, or sent via mail to Ms. 
Monica Herrera of Providence, 1201 Main Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
70802, or via email to monicaherrera@providenceeng.com. Written 
statements and other exhibits in lieu of, or in addition to, oral statements made 
at the public hearing may be submitted and postmarked by Friday, January 2, 
2015. 
 
In the event a member of the public wishes to participate in this public hearing 
but may require special assistance due to a disability or an interpreter, please 
contact Ms. Noel Ardoin of the DOTD Environmental Section, PO Box 94245, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9245, by telephone at (225) 242-4502 or by 
email at noel.ardoin@la.gov at least five working days prior to the public 
hearing. 

 
 

 
2.2 Yard Signs 

 
Four directional yard signs were prepared and positioned in rights-of-way along LA 
308 on the day of the public hearing. These signs were intended to remind the 
community about the public hearing and provide directions to the hearing location.  
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2.3 Hearing Invitations 
 

A Microsoft Outlook calendar invite was sent to local/state agencies and elected 
officials. E-mail invitations were also sent to residents, interested parties, and utility 
companies. The initial electronic invite was sent on November 13, 2014 with follow 
up reminders sent December 12 and 17, 2014. If an e-mail address was not 
available, a copy of the public notice was mailed to interested parties on November 
14, 2014. The complete invite list and copies of electronic invitations can be found 
in Appendix D. 

 
3.0 PUBLIC INPUT 

 
Two methods of collecting public input were provided 
at the public hearing. The first was a letter-sized 
comment form (see Appendix A) where attendees 
could provide written statements and deposit them in 
the comment drop box. The second option was a court 
reporter set up to take verbal statements.  
 

3.1 Written Comments 
 

No official comment forms were deposited in the drop box during the hearing. 
Comments in response to the hearings were also accepted through postal mail 
and email through January 2, 2015. No written comments were received at the 
public hearing or during the follow up comment period. 

 
3.2 Verbal Comments 

 
A court reporter was present to transcribe individual comments made by 
attendees. No individual comments were made to the court reporter at the public 
hearing. A copy of the transcript received from the court reporter is included as 
Appendix E. The transcript includes the audio portion of the presentation that 
played throughout the public hearing.  

 
4.0 HEARING ATTENDANCE 
 
A sign-in sheet was maintained at the entrance and accurately reflects the hearing 
attendance. Table 1 is a summary of attendance according to the sign-in sheets. 
Agencies and elected officials include DOTD personnel. 
 

Table 1. Hearing Attendance Summary 

Public 
Agencies and 

Elected Officials 
Consultant  

Team 
Total 

19 13 5 37 
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A total of 32 people signed in to the hearings, excluding the consultant team. Agencies 
and elected officials in attendance included the Assumption Parish Police Jury, Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, 
Federal Highway Administration, and DOTD. Of these, eight attendees were from DOTD 
representing various divisions including environmental, road design, right-of-way, and the 
district office. Five individuals from the consultant team were present to guide attendees 
through the series of exhibits, to explain the proposed project, and to answer questions.  
 
Copies of the sign-in sheets and hearing photographs are included as Appendices F and 
G, respectively.
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APPENDIX A 
 

HEARING HANDOUTS 



PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM 
LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE 
STAGE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2 
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H.010571 
ASSUMPTION PARISH, LA 

 
 
Please use this form if you have any questions, comments, or concerns of which you would like the project team to 
be aware. Please submit your comments in the drop box at this meeting or via one of the following addresses below. 
Comments must be postmarked by January 2, 2015 to be included in the Environmental Assessment. 
 
Date:          Name:           
Address:               
City:           State:       Zip:             Phone:       
Project mailing list: Yes or No     If yes, provide email:          
       
Mail:  LA 70 Detour Route c/o Providence  

Attn: Monica Herrera 
 1201 Main Street  
 Baton Rouge, LA 70802  
Email:  monicaherrera@providenceeng.com   
 
Please consider the following comments: 
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Presented December 2014
Recorded by Monica Herrera

LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

PUBLIC HEARING

State Project No. H.010571.2
Stage 3-6 State Project No. H.011289
Federal Aid Project No. H010571
Route LA 70, Assumption Parish

FOCUS OF THIS PUBLIC HEARING

 Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
(DOTD) is preparing two Environmental Assessments (EAs) for
LA 70 in Assumption Parish.
– LA 70 Detour Route
– LA 70 Bypass

 The LA 70 Bypass, studied under a separate EA, is a more
permanent solution that will reconnect back to LA 70.

 The LA 70 Bypass Public Hearing is anticipated Spring 2015.

 The LA 70 Detour Route is the focus of tonight’s Public
Hearing.

2
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LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

 To be able to construct a detour route on a new
alignment in the event of imminent threat to the
integrity of LA 70 associated with the Napoleonville
Salt Dome mining activities

 Construction of a temporary LA 70 Detour Route
would allow traffic to resume on this important
roadway

3

PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC HEARING

 Present the findings of the LA 70 Detour
Route EA

 Obtain your comments and opinions
relative to this project

4
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
STAGE 0 FEASIBILITY STUDY

 Stage 0 Feasibility Study was initiated by DOTD in March 2013.

 A project corridor was developed and data was collected to allow for the
development of conceptual build alternatives.

 Three build alternatives were initially considered during the Feasibility Study.

5

PROJECT BACKGROUND
STAGE 0 FEASIBILITY STUDY

 Traffic, stakeholder input, and environmental data, both human and 
natural, ultimately eliminated the northernmost route, Detour Route 3.

 A public meeting was held on August 13, 2013.

 The Stage 0 Detour Route final report, dated February 2014, contained 
two build alternatives.

 The DOTD Project Team considered the findings of the Feasibility 
Study (utility conflicts, public input, constructability, etc.) and selected 
Detour Route 2 to move forward in DOTD’s Project Development 
Process.

6
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DOTD PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Stage 0 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Feasibility
Study

Planning/
Environmental

Funding 
Project 

Prioritization

Final Design 
Process

Bid Letting 
Process

Construction Operation

18 months 1-2 years Indefinite 1-3 years 1 year 1-3 years Ongoing

Completed 
February 2014

Current Stage

7

Anticipated 
Completion 

February 2015

STAGE 1 PLANNING/ENVIRONMENTAL
NEPA ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

8

 NEPA requires federal agencies to use
a systematic interdisciplinary approach
to consider environmental effects when
making decisions.

 NEPA acts as an “umbrella” under
which other environmental statutes and
regulations are administered.

 Part of Stage 1 is to consider environmental impacts in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA).
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NEPA ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS

9

 Purpose and Need
 Alternatives Development
 Evaluation of Environmental Impacts
 Alternative Screening
 Environmental Document

PURPOSE AND NEED

 To provide an approved emergency detour route to
be constructed in the event that LA 70 requires
immediate closure

 To provide a safe, efficient detour of LA 70 in the
vicinity of LA 69 if immediate closure of LA 70 is
required

The LA 70 Detour Route will be used until a
permanent bypass is approved and constructed. The
permanent option is being studied under a separate
EA and may involve improvements to the detour route,
thus allowing it to stay in place.

10
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ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Due to the potential emergency nature of this
project, alternative development, alternative
screening, and the public meeting were held
during the Feasibility Study.

The feasibility and environmental stages were
linked. Therefore, Stage 1 Planning/Environmental
documentation began with a Preferred Alternative.

11

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

The DOTD Project Team selected Detour Route 2 as the Preferred Alternative. 
 Less wetland impacts than Detour Route 3
 Less utility conflicts than Detour Route 1
 Stakeholder input favored this route

12
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DESIGN CRITERIA

 The LA 70 Detour Route is proposed to be constructed to a Rural Arterial 1
classification, which allows for:

– Two, 12-foot travel lanes
– Eight-foot shoulders
– 50 mile per hour design speed

 This route is consistent with local plans and if needed will be included in the
State Transportation Improvement Plan prior to construction.

13

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Environmental Impacts of the Preferred Alternative were 
studied in detail including:

 Floodplains
 Wetlands
 Prime Farmlands
 Traffic Noise
 Utility Conflicts

14

Wells 
Cultural Resources
Significant Trees
Social Impacts
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS - FLOODPLAINS

The entire project area is within the 100-year 
floodplain.

15

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS - WETLANDS

Approximately 8.3 acres of jurisdictional wetlands 
are located within the proposed right-of-way. 

16
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS – PRIME FARMLAND

Approximately 13.5 acres of prime farmland are 
located within the proposed right-of-way. 

17

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS – TRAFFIC NOISE

Twenty receptors were modeled for traffic noise impacts. Of 
these, nine show an impact for the 2038 build and no-build 
conditions. 

18
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS - OTHER

Other environmental impacts of the Preferred Alternative are listed
below. A more detailed impact matrix is located on an exhibit in the
back of the room.

19

Detour Route 2

No
No
No
No

0
6

1.

Evaluation Criteria

Potential to Impact Threatened and Endangered Species 

Potential to Impact Minority and/or Low-Income Populations
Potential to Impact Air Quality

Environmental Liability Concerns

NOTES:
According to the Well Avoidance Study any ORWs within 160 feet of the proposed right-of-way will need to 
be plugged and abandoned. 

Active Oil and Gas Well Locations 
Observation Relief Wells (ORWs) Affected 1 

Other Environmental Concerns
Potential to Impact Archaeological or Historical Resources

RELOCATION IMPACTS

 No residential, business, or 
recreational relocations will occur.

 A cellular tower may require relocation.

 Utility relocations include 
– Approximately 21 known underground 

pipelines
– Buried telecommunication lines
– Aboveground electric, cable, and 

telecommunication lines

 An overview of DOTD’s Real Estate 
program is provided later in this 
presentation.

20
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OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

Below is the opinion of probable cost for the Preferred Alternative. A
more detailed cost table and explanations of the items below is provided
in the back of the room on an exhibit board.

21

Unit Price Unit Qty Total Price
$5,041,357
$1,008,271

$403,309
$1,000.00 ACRE 12.50 $12,500

$3,162,229.00 LS 1.00 $3,162,229
$45,660.00 LS 1.00 $45,660

$470,140.00 LS 1.00 $500,570
$10,173,897

1.

TOTAL 1

NOTES:

Item Description
Construction 
Contingency (20%)
Engineering Design (8%)
Required Right-of-Way 
Utility Relocations 
Plug and Abandon ORWs 
Environmental Mitigation 

This is a preliminary cost estimate. Costs will be adjusted during Stage 3 Design once the survey and geotechnical studies are 
complete.

CURRENT PROJECT SCHEDULE

 Stage 2 Funding - Federal/State Funding is 
Anticipated (if constructed)

 Stage 3 Design
– DOTD has started Stage 3 Design
– Topographic survey field effort completed, with the report 

expected to be finalized next month
– Preliminary plans are expected to be completed in early 

2016
– Final plans for construction would follow, if needed

 If needed, estimated construction time is 18 – 24 
months (pending geotechnical and utility 
relocations)

22
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NEXT STEPS OF STAGE 1 PROCESS

 The EA is currently available for public review. 
– Assumption Parish Library Napoleonville Branch
– Assumption Parish Library Pierre Part Branch
– DOTD’s Environmental Section website

 Comments will be accepted through January 2, 2015.

 DOTD anticipates a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI).

 A draft of the Final EA will be provided to DOTD and FHWA
for review, comment, and approval.

 The EA and anticipated FONSI will be released to the public.

 Note that the LA 70 Detour Route will only be implemented if
an emergency closing of LA 70 occurs.

23

PROVIDE YOUR INPUT

24

Please view exhibits and provide comments.

 Leave comment form in comment drop box
 Verbal comments to the court reporter
 Mail comment form to:

Monica Herrera (State Project No. H.010571.2)
1201 Main Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

 Email comments to: monicaherrera@providenceeng.com

Please provide all comments by January 2, 2015 to ensure 
inclusion in the EA.
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RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND RELOCATION
INFORMATION

A representative of the DOTD Real Estate Section has a table here tonight
and is available to answer any questions pertaining to DOTD’s Right‐of‐Way
Acquisition and Relocation Assistance Program.

The DOTD Brochure explaining Acquisition of Right‐of‐Way and Relocation
Assistance Program is available tonight at that table or can be obtained
later from:

DOTD Real Estate Section
P.O. Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 70804‐9245
(225) 242‐4591

We suggest you read the brochure carefully. If you have any questions
regarding your individual situation, consult with the agent when s/he meets
with you, or contact the Region Real Estate Office.

25

Steps in the Acquisition Process STEPS IN THE ACQUISITION PROCESS

It is the DOTD's objective to pay just compensation for
all properties required for the project.

 Owners of required properties may be contacted by an appraiser or
appraisers and given the opportunity to go with them on the
inspection of the property.

 This will provide owners an opportunity to point out things that may
be important to the evaluation of the property.

 All evaluations will be reviewed by a review appraiser and approved
by DOTD.

 After review and approval, a Real Estate Agent will contact each
property owner, and present a letter setting forth the amount of the
DOTD's cash offer for the purchase of the property. S/he also will
explain the property value and discuss any alternate offers including
possible options to keep and move any buildings, fencing, etc.

26
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RELOCATION ASSISTANCE
RELOCATION ASSISTANCE

27

Relocation Advisory Services shall include 
current and continuing information on:
 Availability and prices of comparable, decent, 

safe, and sanitary dwellings for displaced 
residents

 Comparable commercial properties and 
locations for displaced businesses

 Finance charges
 Federal and State programs offering 

assistance to displaced persons

RELOCATION ASSISTANCERELOCATION ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS

28

 Relocation assistance payments are separate and 
in addition to payments for the purchase of your 
property. They are made for:
– Moving expenses
– Replacement housing
– Business re-establishment expense

 Moving expense payments will be made to any 
individual, family, or business, in legal occupancy 
of the property either at the start of negotiations or 
at the time of purchase. 
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RELOCATED BUSINESSESRELOCATED BUSINESSES

 Displaced businesses, farms and non-profit organizations may be 
paid the actual, reasonable expenses of moving, together with 
certain eligible costs incident to the move.

 Some businesses may also be eligible for certain actual costs 
incidental to re-establishing their businesses.

 Instead of payment for moving expenses, some business owners 
may be eligible to receive a payment based on the average 
annual net earnings of the business. If the business meets the 
qualifications, this payment shall not be less than $1,000.00 nor 
more than $40,000.00.

 Moving payment information for businesses may be found 
beginning on Page 22 of the brochure.

29

REPLACEMENT HOUSING PAYMENTSREPLACEMENT HOUSING PAYMENTS

30

 Replacement housing payments are also available to qualifying 
owners and tenants:

– Must occupy property at start of negotiations
– Must have been there at least 90 days
– Must move into decent, safe, and sanitary replacement housing

 The amount of your maximum supplemental payment will be given 
to you in writing.  Additional requirements and payment limits may 
be found beginning on Page 14 of the brochure.

 Certain owners and tenants not in occupancy for at least 90 days or 
who become occupants after negotiations have started may qualify 
for replacement housing payments:

– Must have been in occupancy at the time the property was acquired by the 
DOTD

– Must move into decent, safe, and sanitary replacement housing
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RIGHT TO APPEALRIGHT TO APPEAL

31

Applicants for a relocation payment have the right to appeal the 
DOTD's Determination of their eligibility for payment and/or the amount 
of payment.

 Appeals must be submitted to the Real Estate District Manager 
within 60 days after the applicant has been notified that his claim 
has not been approved. 

 Final decisions on eligibility and payments will be made by the 
DOTD's Real Estate Administrator in Baton Rouge. 

 Additional information on appeals may be found on Page 26 of the 
brochure. 

OTHER TERMS and CONDITIONSOTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS

 To the greatest extent practicable, no person lawfully occupying 
real property shall be required to move without at least 90 days 
written notice from DOTD.

 The notice will indicate the specific date the property must be 
vacated.

 No person lawfully occupying a dwelling will be required to move 
unless, and until, comparable, decent, safe and sanitary 
replacement housing is made available within the general area of 
the project.

 The replacement housing must be available within a reasonable 
time prior to the scheduled move of the occupants, and must be 
within the occupants' financial means.

 Replacement housing must be fair, open and offered to all persons 
regardless of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

32
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OTHER TERMS and CONDITIONSOTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Prior to negotiating for purchase of your property, a District
Real Estate Specialist will personally contact and interview
all persons who will be required to relocate. The benefits
will be explained and a determination made of individual
needs and intentions for relocating.

A SPECIAL WORD OF CAUTION:

Before moving or purchasing replacement housing,
contact DOTD to assure your eligibility and the prompt
payment of your relocation benefits. If you move without
prior notification to DOTD, you risk losing all possible
benefits provided by the Relocation Assistance Program.

33

THANK YOU

34

This presentation will repeat shortly. 

Please visit the remaining stations to view 
the exhibits and provide your comments.

Thank you for your time!
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Reference: Informa on obtained from the DOTD Stage 1—Planning/Environmental Manual of Standard Prac ce. 
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Documents, Contract 

Advertisement, and Award 
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Funding/Project Prioritization  
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Construction 
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Construction of the Project 
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DETOUR ROUTE 2

Yes

No
No

8.29
1.16
4.97
2.16
0.13

None

0
1
0
0

Low
Low

13.50
18.90

Low
0
6

Yes
None
Low

NOTES:
1

2

3

4

Potential Other Waters of the United States (acres)

Potential to Impact Archaeological Resources

Palustrine Emergent (acres)
Palustrine Forested (acres)

According to the Well Avoidance Study, conducted during the Stage 0 Feasiblity Study, any ORWs within 160 feet of the proposed right-of-way will need to be plugged and 
abandoned.

Data was obtained from the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service on 6/17/14 via Form NRCS-CPA-106.
Property includes an AT&T cell tower that may need to be relocated. Final determination regarding need for relocation will occur during the design stage.

Wetland data is based on the wetlands delineation conducted on 2/3/14 and 6/10/14 by Providence personnel. A preliminary jurisdictional determination was received from the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District, dated 8/11/14, concurring with these findings.

Observation Relief Wells (ORWs) Affected 4

Potential Impact to Prime Farmland (acres) 3

Potential Impact to the 100-yr Floodplain (acres)

Potential to Impact Transit Routes

Environmental Liability Concerns

Potential Impact to Threatened and Endangered Species

Land Use

Cypress/Tupelo (acres)

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE (DETOUR ROUTE 2) IMPACT MATRIX

Meets Purpose and Need

Other Community Facilities

Community Impacts

Purpose and Need

Recreational Areas
Churches
Commercial Property 2
Residential Structures

LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STAGE 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571

Potential to Impact Jurisdictional Wetlands (acres)

Potential Visual Quality Impacts

Potential Impacts to Noise Receptors
Other Environmental Concerns

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Potential Impacts to Hazardous Sites
Active Oil and Gas Wells within 160 feet of Proposed Right-of-Way

Air Quality Impacts

Cultural Resources
Potential to Impact Historical Resources

Jurisdictional Wetlands 1

Threatened/Endangered/Protected Species



ITEM DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE UNIT QTY TOTAL PRICE
Clearing and Grubbing $40,000.00 LUMP 1.00 $40,000
Removal of Concrete Walks and Drives $20.00 SQYD 120.00 $2,400
Removal of Fence $4.00 LNFT 305.00 $1,220
Removal of Surfacing and Stabilizing Base $8.00 SQYD 2150.00 $17,200
General Excavation $7.00 CUYD 12000.00 $84,000
Embankment (Lighter Weight Aggregate and Clay Blanket) $22.00 CUYD 32950.10 $724,902
Geotextile Fabric $5.00 SQYD 70000.00 $350,000
Temporary Silt Fence $2.00 LNFT 19800.00 $39,600
Geogrid $2.00 SQYD 62000.00 $124,000
Class II Base Course (10" Thick) (Stone or RPCC, or Blended Calcium Sulfate) $35.00 SQYD 29960.33 $1,048,612
Superpave Asphaltic Concrete $118.00 TON 16627.99 $1,962,102
Superpave Asphaltic Concrete (Miscellaneous) $118.00 TON 50.00 $5,900
Cold Planing Asphaltic Pavement $1.00 SQYD 10320.00 $10,320
Reinforced Concrete Pipe (12") $12.00 LNFT 55.00 $660
Reinforced Concrete Pipe Arch (30" Equiv.) $25.00 LNFT 130.00 $3,250
ReinforcedConcrete Pipe Arch (36" Equiv.) $35.00 LNFT 130.00 $4,550
Temporary Signs and Barricades $40,000.00 LUMP 1.00 $40,000
Mobilization $500,000.00 LUMP 1.00 $500,000
Sign (Type A) $20.00 SQFT 384.00 $7,680
Square Steel Tubular Sign Posts and Hardware (2" x 2") (2.23lb/ft) $125.00 EACH 24.00 $3,000
Reflectorized Raised Pavement Markers $7.00 EACH 270.00 $1,890
Plastic Pavement Striping (24" Width) (Thermoplastic 125 mil) $18.00 LNFT 195.00 $3,510
Plastic Pavement Striping (Solid Line) (4" Width) (Thermoplastic 90 mil) $2,800.00 MILE 3.74 $10,472
Plastic Pavement Striping (Broken Line) (4" Width) (Thermoplastic 90 mil) $900.00 MILE 1.87 $1,683
Plastic Pavement Striping (Dotted Line) (4" Width) (2' L) (Thermoplastic 90 mil) $1,200.00 MILE 0.11 $132
Plastic Pavement Legends and Symbols (Arrow - Right Turn) $500.00 EACH 8.00 $4,000
Hydro-Seeding $14.00 ACRE 19.60 $274
Construction Layout $50,000.00 LUMP 1.00 $50,000

$5,041,357
$1,008,271.50 LUMP 1.00 $1,008,271.50

$403,308.60 LUMP 1.00 $403,308.60
$1,000.00 ACRE 12.50 $12,500.00

$3,162,229.00 LUMP 1.00 $3,162,229.00
$45,660.00 LUMP 1.00 $45,660.00

$500,570.00 LUMP 1.00 $500,570.00
$10,173,896.60

NOTES:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

727-01-00100

203-01-00100

203-08-00100

502-01-00100
502-01-0200

509-01-00100

LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STAGE 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571

701-10-01000
701-11-01060
701-11-01080
713-01-00100

This is a preliminary cost estimate. Costs will be adjusted during the Stage 3 Design once the survey and geotechnical studies are complete.

Wetlands mitigation costs were based on acreages calculated as part of the wetlands finding, which received a preliminary jurisdictional determination from the USACE, dated 8/11/14. The mitigation cost was then estimated to be 
$65,000 per acre for forested wetlands and $32,000 per acre for emergent wetlands. The required mitigation credits will be determined during the Joint Permit Application process.

Costs to plug and abandon six ORWs located within 160 feet of the required ROW. This estimate was obtained from Walker Hill Environmental on August 14, 2014.

729-01-00100
NS-729-00013

Utility relocation costs were initially obtained from the Stage 0 Feasibility Study and then adjusted to account ROW changes during line and grade development. These costs include utilities directly impacted by the ROW including 
the turning lane along LA 69. The costs do not include relocating roadside utilities from the existing LA 70 to the proposed detour route if not directly impacted. The estimated cost is based solely on construction costs and does not 
account for items such as engineering design, environmental permitting, construction inspection, wetland mitigation, facility shut-in, etc.

The ROW cost is based off values obtained from the DOTD District 61 Office.

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST FOR THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE (DETOUR ROUTE 2)

ITEM NO.

202-02-38500

203-03-00100

201-01-00100
202-02-06100
202-02-12000

204-06-00100
NS-300-0006
302-02-05121

731-02-00100
732-01-02080
732-02-02000
732-03-02000
732-03-02010

Contingency (20%)
Engineering Design (8%)

732-04-01100
739-01-00100
740-01-00100

Subtotal

Total 5

Required Right-of-Way (ROW) 1

Utility Relocations 2

Plug and Abandon Observation Relief Wells (ORWs) 3

Environmental Mitigation 4
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APPENDIX C 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE AFFADAVITS, CLIPPINGS, AND 
ELECTRONIC ANNOUNCMENTS
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The Advocate Affidavit of Publication and Clipping November 17, 2014 
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The Advocate Affidavit of Publication and Clipping December 12, 2014 
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Bayou Journal Proof of Publication November 18, 2014 
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Bayou Journal Proof of Publication December 9, 2014 
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The Assumption Pioneer Affidavit of Publication November 20, 2014 
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The Assumption Pioneer Affidavit of Publication December 11, 2014 
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The Assumption Pioneer Proof of Publication November 20, 2014 
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Assumption Pioneer Proof of Publication December 18, 2014 
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Assumption Parish Police Jury Blog (December 9, 2014) 
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Assumption Parish Police Jury Blog (December 17, 2014) 
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DOTD Website Advertisement (advertised November 12, 2014 – December 17, 2014) 
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APPENDIX D 
 

HEARING INVITATIONS  



LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571
ROUTE LA 70
ASSUMPTION PARISH, LOUISIANA

Agencies and Local Officials Contact Email
US Fish & Wildlife Service David Soileau, Jr., Civil Works david_soileau@fws.gov 

US Fish & Wildlife Service Josh Marceaux, Transportation Projects 
Biologist

joshua_marceaux@fws.gov

US Environmental Protection Agency Region 6, C/O US Army 
Corps of Engineers PM-C

John Ettinger, Program Manager ettinger.john@epa.gov

US Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch (CEMVN-OD-
S)

Stephen Pfeffer, DOTD/FHWA 
Transportation Liaison 

Stephen.D.Pfeffer@usace.army.mil

US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District (OD-S) James Little, Regulatory Branch james.little@usace.army.mil

The State Senate, District 2 Senator Troy E. Brown brownte@legis.la.gov

The State Senate, District 17 Senator "Rick" Ward, III wardr@legis.la.gov

South Central Planning and Development Commission Leo Maretta, MPO Administrator leo@scpdc.org

Louisiana Office of Cultural Development, Division of 
Archaeology

Rachel Watson, Section 106 Review & 
Compliance

rwatson@crt.la.gov

Louisiana House of Representatives, District 60 Representative Karen St Germain larep060@legis.la.gov

Louisiana House of Representatives, District 51 Representative Joe Harrison harrisoj@legis.la.gov

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Dave Butler, Permits Coordinator dbutler@wlf.la.gov

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Kyle Balkum, Biologist/Program Manager kbalkum@wlf.la.gov

Louisiana Department of Transporation and Development Chad Vosburg, District 61 Administrator chad.vosburg@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Transporation and Development Collins Landry, District 61 Utility Specialist collins.landry@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Transporation and Development Hubert E. Graves, Right-of-Way 
Administrator

hubert.graves@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Transporation and Development Kiawasha Pierre-White, Real Estate 
Regional Manager (Region 4)

kiawasha.white@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Transporation and Development Joey Tureau, District 61 Area Engineer joey.tureau@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Transporation and Development Noel Ardoin, Environmental Engineer 
Administrator

noel.ardoin@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of 
Conservation

Gary Snellgrove, Division Director gary.snellgrove@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of 
Conservation

James "Jim" Welsh, Commissioner of 
Conservation

jim.welsh@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of Coastal 
Management

Karl Morgan, Permits & Mitigation Division 
Administrator

karl.morgan@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of Coastal 
Management

Keith Lovell, Assistant Secretary keith.lovell@la.gov

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Interagency 
Affairs, Compliance, & Field Services

Don Haydel, Acting Administrator Donald.Haydel@la.gov

Governor's Office of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Preparedness

James Ballow, Special Operations Officer james.ballow@la.gov

Federal Highway Administration Bob Mahoney, Environmental Coordinator robert.mahoney@dot.gov

Federal Highway Administration Scott Nelson, Area Engineer scott.nelson@dot.gov

Assumption Parish School Board Earl T. Martinez, Superintendent emartinez@assumptionschools.com

Assumption Parish Police Jury Booster Breaux, Ward 8 Juror boosterbreaux@yahoo.com

Assumption Parish Police Jury Calvin James, Ward 6 Juror ila3033@aol.com

Assumption Parish Police Jury Henry Dupre, Vice President and Ward 7 
Juror

henrydupre@charter.net

Assumption Parish Police Jury Irving Comeaux, Ward 3 Juror reallifetaxi@msn.com

PUBLIC HEARING INVITE LIST - AGENCIES AND LOCAL OFFICIALS

The public hearing notice was sent via Microsoft Outlook appointment on 11/13/14 to the individuals listed below with follow up reminders sent on 
12/12/14 and 12/17/14.



LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571
ROUTE LA 70
ASSUMPTION PARISH, LOUISIANA

Agencies and Local Officials Contact Email

PUBLIC HEARING INVITE LIST - AGENCIES AND LOCAL OFFICIALS

The public hearing notice was sent via Microsoft Outlook appointment on 11/13/14 to the individuals listed below with follow up reminders sent on 
12/12/14 and 12/17/14.

Assumption Parish Police Jury Jeff Naquin, Ward 2 Juror jeffnaquin@charter.net

Assumption Parish Police Jury Martin Triche, President and Ward 5 Juror martin@trichelaw.com

Assumption Parish Police Jury Myron Matherne, Ward 9 Juror myronmatherne@yahoo.com

Assumption Parish Police Jury Patrick Johnson, Ward 4 Juror p_johnson@admworld.com

Assumption Parish Police Jury Patrick Lawless, Ward 1 Juror plawlessw1@charter.net

Assumption Pairsh Office of Emergency Preparedness John Boudreaux, Director and Floodplain 
Administrator

johnboudreaux@assumptionoep.com



LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571
ROUTE LA 70
ASSUMPTION PARISH, LOUISIANA

Utility Contacts Contact Email
Acadian/Enterprise Products Partners, LP Ben Bernard (Liquids) bmbernard@eprod.com

Acadian/Enterprise Products Partners, LP Bryan Giroir, Pipeline Suervisor (Gas) bpgiroir@eprod.com

Acadian/Enterprise Products Partners, LP Craig Duplessis cduplessis@eprod.com

Acadian/Enterprise Products Partners, LP James Rousseau jjrousseau@eprod.com

Acadian/Enterprise Products Partners, LP Justin Chauvin jechauvin@eprod.com

Acadian/Enterprise Products Partners, LP Paul Bouillion, Pipeline Supervisor (Liquids) pbouillion@eprod.com

Allen's TV Cable Service, Inc. Gregory A. Price, President allenstv@atvci.net

Assumption Water Works Ricky Mollere rmollere@apwwla.com

AT&T Codie Garnier cg9586@att.com

AT&T Sylvia Hebert sh0842@att.com

Boardwalk Systems (Texas Gas and Gulf South) Andre' Thibodeaux andre.thibodeaux@bwpmlp.com

Boardwalk Systems (Texas Gas and Gulf South) Robert Wade robert.wadejr@bwpmlp.com

Chevron Pipeline Company Keith Foret, Operations Supervisor kejf@chevron.com

Chevron Pipeline Company Larry Piglia (Keith supervisor) ljpi@chevron.com

Chevron Pipeline Company Thomas August thomas.august@chevron.com

Dow Pipeline Company Jere H. Dial, Manager Land & ROW dialjh@dow.com

EnLink Midstream (former Crosstex) James Reynolds, Landman james.reynolds@enlink.com

EnLink Midstream (former Crosstex) Aaron Wimberly (accepted) aaron.wimberly@enlink.com

Entergy Louisiana Steve Dupre', Senior Engineering Associate jdupre@entergy.com

Florida Gas Transmission Butch Till butch.till@energytransfer.com

Florida Gas Transmission Bobby McDonald bobby.mcdonald@energytransfer.com

Florida Gas Transmission Joseph Perez joseph.perez@energytransfer.com

Florida Gas Transmission Danny Sparacino danny.sparacino@energytransfer.com

Florida Gas Transmission Ed Blanchard, Operations Manager ed.blanchard@energytransfer.com

Florida Gas Transmission Carl Tims

Florida Gas Transmission James Guidry james.guidry@energytransfer.com

Midnite Energy Inc. c/o Chevron Pipeline Company Joel A. Milliet, Pipeline Suervisor (Liquids) jmilliet@chevron.com

Miller Engineers & Associates, Inc. c/o Texas Brine Company 
and Dow Chemical

Joel J. Miller, Principal joel.miller@cox-internet.com

Shell Tammy Pimley tammy.pimley@shell.com

Shell Fredrick Ford fredrick.ford@shell.com

Shell Barney Callahan barney.callahan@shell.com

Shell Staci Nelson staci.nelson@shell.com

PUBLIC HEARING INVITE LIST - UTILITY COMPANIES

This invite list was generated from coordination with utility companies. A copy of the public hearing notice was sent out via email on 11/13/14 to 
individuals listed below with follow up reminders sent on 12/12/14 and 12/17/14.



Last Name First Name Affiliation City State
- Anniefh Resident Belle Rose LA

Albarado Donnie Resident Belle Rose LA

Albers Jacob Resident Belle Rose LA

Arnold Viki and Richard Resident Belle Rose LA

Aucoin Hubert Resident Pierre Part LA

Berthelot CJ Resident Pierre Part LA

Blanchard Danielle Resident Belle Rose LA

Blanchard Leroy Assistant Chief/President of the Board of 
Directors Paincourtville Fire Dept

Belle Rose LA

Blanchard David Resident (Evacuee) Belle Rose LA

Breaux Don Pierre Part Fire Chief Pierre Part LA

Breaux Don Resident Pierre Part LA

Cavalier Dana Resident Belle Rose LA

Cavalier Wallace Resident Belle Rose LA

Charlet Claudette Resident Belle Rose LA

Charlet Jimmy Resident Belle Rose LA

Charlet Timmy Resident Belle Rose LA

Deaton Bob Resident Belle Rose LA

Donachricha Teleca Resident Belle Rose LA

Dupre Debbie Resident Pierre Part LA

Gautreaux Conrad Resident Pierre Part LA

Giroir Roy Resident Belle Rose LA

Hebert Cheryl Assumption Pioneer

Hood Samuel Resident Belle Rose LA

Landry Dennis Resident Belle Rose LA

This invite list was generated from comments received and Stage 0 public meeting sign-in sheet. A copy 
of the public hearing notice was sent out via email on 11/13/14 to the individuals listed below. If an email 
address was not provided a hard copy was sent via postal mail.

PUBLIC HEARING INVITE LIST - RESIDENTS/INTERESTED PARTIES

LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571
ROUTE LA 70
ASSUMPTION PARISH, LOUISIANA



Last Name First Name Affiliation City State

This invite list was generated from comments received and Stage 0 public meeting sign-in sheet. A copy 
of the public hearing notice was sent out via email on 11/13/14 to the individuals listed below. If an email 
address was not provided a hard copy was sent via postal mail.

PUBLIC HEARING INVITE LIST - RESIDENTS/INTERESTED PARTIES

LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010571.2
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010571
ROUTE LA 70
ASSUMPTION PARISH, LOUISIANA

Landry Tony Resident Napoleonville LA

Lizarraga August Lizarraga Enterprises Gonzales LA

Mabile John Resident Belle Rose LA

Mabile Lonnie Resident Pierre Part LA

Mabile Norman Resident/Gator Gold Casino & Truck Stop Pierre Part LA

Mabile Teddy Resident/Gator Gold Casino & Truck Stop Pierre Part LA

Madere Ramsey Resident Belle Rose LA

Rivero Shauna Resident (Evacuee) Belle Rose LA

Rousseau Randy Resident Belle Rose LA

Simoneaux Kenneth Resident (Evacuee) Belle Rose LA

Spirnar Milissa Resident Pierre Part LA

Templet Mike Resident Belle Rose LA

Thibodaux Betty and Ronnie Resident Belle Rose LA

Welch Henry Resident Belle Rose LA
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Monica Herrera

Subject: LA 70 Detour Route Public Hearing Notice (SPN H.010571.2/FAP H010571)
Location: Assumption Parish Community Center (4910 LA 308, Napoleonville, 70390)

Start: Wed 12/17/2014 5:00 PM
End: Wed 12/17/2014 7:00 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Meeting organizer

Organizer: Monica Herrera
Required Attendees: david_soileau@fws.gov; joshua_marceaux@fws.gov; ettinger.john@epa.gov; 

Stephen.D.Pfeffer@usace.army.mil; james.little@usace.army.mil; brownte@legis.la.gov; 
wardr@legis.la.gov; leo@scpdc.org; rwatson@crt.la.gov; larep060@legis.la.gov; 
harrisoj@legis.la.gov; dbutler@wlf.la.gov; kbalkum@wlf.la.gov; chad.vosburg@la.gov; 
collins.landry@la.gov; hubert.graves@la.gov; kiawasha.white@la.gov; 
joey.tureau@la.gov; noel.ardoin@la.gov; gary.snellgrove@la.gov; jim.welsh@la.gov; 
karl.morgan@la.gov; keith.lovell@la.gov; Donald.Haydel@la.gov; james.ballow@la.gov; 
robert.mahoney@dot.gov; scott.nelson@dot.gov; emartinez@assumptionschools.com; 
boosterbreaux@yahoo.com; ila3033@aol.com; henrydupre@charter.net; 
reallifetaxi@msn.com; jeffnaquin@charter.net; martin@trichelaw.com; 
myronmatherne@yahoo.com; p_johnson@admworld.com; plawlessw1@charter.net; 
johnboudreaux@assumptionoep.com; Adam Davis; Robert Williams; Emily Love; Kerry 
Oriol; Lee Womack (leewomack@providenceeng.com); Adele Vavasseur

Optional Attendees: Paul Fossier; Chad Winchester; Edward Wedge; John Galtney; Christine Charrier; Reno 
Johnson; Matthew Jones (DOTD)

This is a reminder that the LA 70 Detour Route public hearing will be held this evening. If you are interested in 
attending please see the information below. Also, the environmental assessment (EA) document can be found 
on DOTD’s Environmental Section website at the link below. The EA comment period will end on January 2, 
2015.  

Thanks and Happy Holidays! 

Link to LA 70 Detour Route EA 

 

 
Please feel free to forward this message to any interested parties.  

You are receiving this hearing notice because you were identified as an interested party for the LA 70 Detour 
Route project.  

If you do not wish to receive project information in the future please reply to this email with your request. 
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Monica Herrera

From: Monica Herrera
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 9:37 AM
Subject: LA 70 Detour Route Public Hearing Notice (SPN H.010571.2/FAP H010571)

Please feel free to forward this message to any interested parties. You are receiving this email because you 
were identified as an interested party for the LA 70 Detour Route project. If you do not wish to receive project 
information in the future please reply to this email with your request.  
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TRANSCRIPT OF PRESENTATION AND VERBAL COMMENTS 



 12/17/2014

PH:  225-201-9650 www.courtreportersla.com FAX:  225-201-9651

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC

Page 1

PUBLIC HEARING

RE:  LA 70 DETOUR ROUTE

PUBLIC HEARING held on Wednesday, December

17, 2014, at the Assumption Parish

Community Center, Napoleonville, Louisiana

REPORTED BY:  Tamra K. Kent, C.C.R.

   Court Reporters of Louisiana, LLC

    9614 Brookline Avenue, Suite A

    Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70835

(225)201-9650 Office * (225)201-9651 Fax
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COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC

Page 2

1         P R O C E E D I N G S

2         Good evening and welcome to the LA 70

3 Detour Route Environmental Assessment Public

4 Hearing.  The Louisiana Department of

5 Transportation and Development (hereafter referred

6 to as the DOTD) is currently preparing two

7 environmental assessments, also called EAs, for

8 LA 70 in Assumption Parish.

9         The first is an LA 70 Detour Route and the

10 second is an LA 70 Bypass.  The LA 70 Bypass,

11 studied under a separate EA, is a more permanent

12 solution which will reconnect back to LA 70 on the

13 east side of LA 69.  This project will not be

14 discussed this evening.

15         The public hearing for the LA 70 Bypass is

16 anticipated to be held in the spring of 2015.  The

17 focus of tonight's public hearing is the LA 70

18 Detour Route.

19         DOTD is studying a project that would

20 construct a detour route on new alignment in the

21 event of imminent threat to the integrity of LA 70

22 associated with the Napoleonville Salt Dome mining

23 activities.  Construction of a temporary LA 70

24 Detour Route would allow traffic to resume on this

25 important roadway.



 12/17/2014

PH:  225-201-9650 www.courtreportersla.com FAX:  225-201-9651

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC

Page 3

1         The purpose of this public hearing tonight

2 is to present the findings of the EA prepared for

3 the LA 70 Detour Route and to obtain your comments

4 and opinions relative to the project.

5         The Stage 0 Feasibility Study was initiated

6 by DOTD in March of 2013.  A project corridor was

7 developed and data was collected to allow for the

8 development of conceptual build alternatives.

9         Three build alternatives were initially

10 considered during the Feasibility Study and are

11 shown on this slide.  The southernmost route is

12 Detour Route 1 shown here in blue.  The Detour

13 Route 2 is shown here in yellow.  And Detour Route

14 3 is shown in orange.

15         During the Feasibility Study, a thorough

16 review of traffic, stakeholder input and

17 environmental data, both human and natural,

18 ultimately eliminated the northernmost route,

19 Detour Route 3.

20         A public meeting was then held on

21 August 13, 2013, to present the remaining two build

22 alternatives to the public.  The Stage 0 Detour

23 Route Final Report was completed February 2014, and

24 they contained the two potential alternatives for

25 the detour route.
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1         The DOTD project team then considered the

2 findings of the Feasibility Study and selected

3 Detour Route 2 to move forward in the DOTD project

4 developmental process.

5         The DOTD project developmental process

6 includes a total of seven stages.  As discussed,

7 the Stage 0 Feasibility Study was completed in

8 February of 2014.  We are currently in Stage 1,

9 Planning and Environmental.  Although it is not

10 typical, Stage 1 began concurrently with Stage 0

11 for this project due to the potential need for a

12 detour route in the event LA 70 was compromised.

13         The current Stage 1 Planning and

14 Environmental is anticipated to be completed in

15 February of 2015.  A large part of the Stage 1

16 Planning and Environmental is to consider

17 environmental impacts for the proposed project in

18 accordance with the National Environmental Policy

19 Act of 1969 (hereafter referred to as NEPA).

20         This Act requires federal agencies to use a

21 systematic interdisciplinary approach to consider

22 environmental effects when making decisions.  NEPA

23 acts as an "umbrella" under which other

24 environmental statutes and regulations are

25 administered.
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1         The NEPA environmental process includes the

2 Purpose and Need Statement, alternatives

3 development, evaluation of environmental impacts,

4 alternative screening, and the environmental

5 document which in this case is an EA.

6         The purpose and need of the LA 70 Detour

7 Route is to provide an approved emergency detour

8 route to be constructed in the event that LA 70

9 requires immediate closure and to provide a safe,

10 efficient detour of LA 70 in the vicinity of LA 69

11 if the immediate closure of LA 70 is required.

12         The LA 70 Detour Route will be used until a

13 permanent bypass is approved and constructed.  The

14 permanent option is being studied under a separate

15 EA and may involve improvements to the detour route

16 thus allowing it to stay in place.

17         Due to the potential emergency nature of

18 this project, alternative development, alternative

19 screening, and the public meeting were held during

20 the Feasibility Study.

21         The feasibility and environmental stages

22 were linked; therefore, Stage 1 Planning and

23 Environmental documentation began with the

24 preferred alternative selected by the DOTD project

25 team.
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1         The DOTD project team selected Detour

2 Route 2 as the preferred alternative.  This route

3 has less wetland impacts than Detour Route 3 and

4 less utility conflicts than Detour Route 1.

5 Stakeholder input received during the feasibility

6 study also favored this route.  The proposed

7 right-of-way limit of Detour Route 2 are shown here

8 in yellow.

9         The LA 70 detour route is proposed to be

10 constructed to a Rural Arterial 1 classification

11 which allows for two 12-foot travel lanes, 8-foot

12 wide shoulders, and a 50-mile-per-hour design

13 speed.

14         This route is consistent with local plans

15 and, if needed, will be included in the State

16 Transportation Improvement Plan prior to

17 construction.  The typical section of the proposed

18 detour route is shown on this slide and a larger

19 exhibit is available tonight in the back of the

20 room.

21         Environmental impacts of the preferred

22 alternative were studied in detail, including, but

23 not limited to, those listed here on this slide.

24         The entire project area of Detour Route 2

25 is within the 100-year floodplain.  The 100-year
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1 floodplain is shown here in a grayish blue color.

2         Approximately 8.3 acres of jurisdictional

3 wetlands are located within the proposed

4 right-of-way.  Jurisdictional wetlands are shown

5 here in green.

6         Approximately 13.5 acres of prime farmland

7 are located within the proposed right-of-way and

8 are shown here in orange.

9         The twenty receptors shown on this slide

10 were modeled for traffic noise impacts.  Of these,

11 nine show an impact for the 2038 build and no-build

12 conditions.  Impacted receiver locations are shown

13 on this slide in red.

14         A noise wall was modeled for four of the

15 impacted receivers on the west end of the project

16 area.  The noise wall was determined to not be

17 feasible and reasonable.

18         Cultural resources, threatened or

19 endangered species, air quality and minority and/or

20 low-income populations will not be impacted from

21 the proposed detour route.  Also, no active oil and

22 gas or water wells will be impacted.

23         Based on the Well Avoidance Study that was

24 conducted during the Feasibility Study, any

25 observation relief wells, also called ORWs, located
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1 within 160 feet of the proposed right-of-way will

2 need to be plugged and abandoned.

3         There's six ORWs within 160 feet of the

4 proposed detour route right-of-way that may be

5 impacted.  No residential, business or recreational

6 relocations will occur as a result of the LA 70

7 Detour Route.

8         A cellular tower may require relocation.

9 The tower itself is not within the proposed

10 right-of-way but the anchors are.  Relocation of

11 the tower will be determined during design.

12         Utility relocations consist of

13 approximately 21 known underground pipelines;

14 buried telecommunication lines; and above-ground

15 electric, cable and telecommunication lines.

16 An overview of DOTD's Real Estate Program is

17 provided later in this presentation.

18         The preferred alternative is estimated to

19 cost $10.2 million.  This includes construction,

20 design, right-of-way acquisition, utility

21 relocations, and environmental mitigation.  This is

22 a preliminary cost estimate and the cost will be

23 adjusted during Stage 3 Design once the survey and

24 geotechnical studies are complete.  A more detailed

25 cost table is provided in the back of the room
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1 tonight on an exhibit board.

2         For Stage 2 funding, Federal and State

3 funding is anticipated if the detour route is

4 constructed.  In order to be proactive, DOTD has

5 started Stage 3 Design.  The field portion of the

6 topographic survey has been completed with the

7 report expected to be finalized next month.

8         Preliminary plans are expected to be

9 completed in early 2016, and final plans will

10 follow if needed.

11         Pending geotechnical investigations and

12 utility relocations, the estimated construction

13 time for the LA 70 Detour Route is 18 to 24 months,

14 if needed.

15         The LA 70 Detour Route EA was made

16 available for public review on November 13, 2014.

17 You can currently view a copy at the Assumption

18 Parish Library, Napoleonville and Pierre Part

19 branches or on DOTD Environmental Section website

20 now through the end of the EA comment period.

21         Comments regarding the LA 70 Detour Route

22 will be accepted through January 2, 2015.  The EA

23 will anticipate the Finding of No Significant

24 Impact, also called the FONSI.  A draft for the

25 final EA and FONSI will be provided to DOTD and
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1 FHWA for review, comment and approval.  The EA and

2 the anticipated FONSI will then be released to the

3 public.

4         Note that the LA Detour Route will only be

5 implemented if a closing of LA 70 occurs.

6         This evening, please view the exhibits in

7 the back of the room and provide the project team

8 with your comments.  You can do this by giving your

9 verbal comments to the court reporter here tonight,

10 leaving the comment form provided tonight in the

11 comment drop box, mailing your comment form to the

12 address provided at the top of the form, or by

13 sending an E-mail to the Consultant Project Manager

14 whose E-mail address is also on the top of the

15 form.

16         Please provide all comments by January 2,

17 2015, to ensure inclusion in the EA.  The rest of

18 this presentation will provide an overview of

19 DOTD's Real Estate Program.

20         A representative of the DOTD Real Estate

21 Section has a table here tonight and is available

22 to answer any questions pertaining to DOTD's

23 right-of-way acquisition and Relocation Assistance

24 Program.  The DOTD brochure explaining the

25 acquisition right-of-way and Relocation Assistance
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1 Program is available tonight at the table or can be

2 obtained later by contacting the DOTD Real Estate

3 Section at the address and telephone number listed

4 on this slide.

5         We suggest you read the brochure carefully.

6 If you have any questions regarding your individual

7 situation, consult with the agent when she or he

8 meets with you, or contact the Regional Real Estate

9 Office.

10         It is the DOTD's objective to pay just

11 compensation for all properties required for the

12 project.  Owners of required properties may be

13 contacted by an appraiser or appraisers and given

14 the opportunity to go with them on the inspection

15 of the property.

16         This will provide owners an opportunity to

17 point out things that may be important to the

18 evaluation of the property.  All evaluations will

19 be reviewed by review appraisers and approved by

20 DOTD.  After review and approval, a real estate

21 agent will contact each property owner and present

22 a letter setting forth the amount of the DOTD cash

23 offer for the purchase of the property.

24         She or he also will explain the property

25 value and discuss any alternate offers including
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1 possible options to keep or move any buildings,

2 fencing, et cetera.

3         The Relocation Advisory Services shall

4 include current and continuing information on the

5 following.  The availability and prices of

6 comparable, decent, safe and sanitary dwellings.

7 Comparable commercial properties and locations for

8 displaced businesses.  Supplying information

9 concerning finance charges.  And Federal and State

10 programs offering assistance to displaced persons.

11         Relocation assistance payments are separate

12 and in addition to payments made by the DOTD for

13 the purchase of your property.  These are moving-

14 expense payments, replacement housing payments and

15 business re-establishment expense payments.

16         Moving expense payments will be made to any

17 individual, family or business, in legal occupancy

18 of the property either at the start of negotiations

19 or at the time of purchase by the DOTD.  The amount

20 of the payments for residential displacement will

21 depend on actual costs supported by receipts or a

22 fixed cost based on room counts.  More detailed

23 information is available beginning on Page 13 of

24 the brochure.

25         Displaced businesses, farms and nonprofit



 12/17/2014

PH:  225-201-9650 www.courtreportersla.com FAX:  225-201-9651

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC

Page 13

1 organizations may be paid the actual, reasonable

2 expenses of moving, together with certain eligible

3 costs incident to the move.

4         Some businesses may also be eligible for

5 certain actual costs incidental to re-establishing

6 their businesses.  Instead of payment for moving

7 expenses, some business owners may be eligible to

8 receive a payment based on the average annual net

9 earnings of the business.  If the business meets

10 the qualifications, this payment shall not be less

11 than $1,000 or more than $40,000.  Moving payment

12 information for businesses may be found beginning

13 on Page 22 of the brochure.

14         Replacement housing payments are also

15 available to qualifying owners and tenants.  Three

16 of the basic requirements are as follows:  First,

17 you must be occupying the property at the start of

18 negotiations; second, you must have been there at

19 least 90 days; and, third, you must move into

20 decent, safe and sanitary replacement housing.

21         The amount of your maximum supplemental

22 payment will be given to you in writing.

23 Additional requirements and payment limits may be

24 found beginning on Page 14 of the brochure.

25         Certain owners and tenants not in occupancy
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1 for at least 90 days or who become occupants after

2 negotiations have started may qualify for

3 replacement housing payments.  Two of the basic

4 requirements are that you must have been in

5 occupancy at the time your property was acquired by

6 DOTD and you must move into decent, safe and

7 sanitary replacement housing.

8         Applicants for relocation payment have the

9 right to appeal the DOTD's determination of their

10 eligibility for payment and/or the amount of

11 payment.  Appeals must be submitted to the

12 right-of-way regional manager or right-of-way

13 project consultant manager within 60 days after the

14 applicant has been notified that his claim has not

15 been approved.

16         Final decision of eligibility and payments

17 will be made by the DOTD Real Estate Administrator

18 in Baton Rouge.  Additional information on appeals

19 may be found on Page 26 of the brochure.

20         To the greatest extent practicable, no

21 person lawfully occupying real property shall be

22 required to move without at least 90 days written

23 notice from the DOTD.  The notice will indicate the

24 specific date the property must be vacated.  No

25 person lawfully occupying a dwelling will be
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1 required to move unless and until comparable,

2 decent, safe and sanitary replacement housing is

3 made available within the general area of the

4 project.

5         The replacement housing must be available

6 within a reasonable time prior to the scheduled

7 move of the occupants and must be within the

8 occupant's financial means.  Replacement housing

9 must be fair, open and offered to all persons

10 regardless of race, color, religion, sex or

11 national origin.

12         Prior to negotiating for the purchase of

13 your property, a representative of the DOTD will

14 personally contact and interview all persons who

15 will be required to relocate.  The benefits will be

16 explained and a determination made of individual

17 needs and intentions for relocating.

18         A special word of caution.  Relocation

19 benefits cannot be paid until the property is

20 acquired by the DOTD.  Before moving or purchasing

21 replacement housing, contact the DOTD to assure

22 your eligibility and the prompt payment of your

23 relocation benefits.

24         If you move or purchase replacement housing

25 without prior notification to DOTD, you risk losing
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1 all possible benefits provided by the Relocation

2 Assistance Program.

3         This presentation is now finished but will

4 repeat shortly.  Please visit the remaining

5 stations here tonight to view the exhibits and

6 provide your comments.

7         Again, thank you for your participation in

8 the LA 70 Detour Route Public Hearing.

9

10 REPORTER'S NOTE:  No comments were submitted to me

11 during the open-house portion of public hearing.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1          C E R T I F I C A T E

2         This certification is valid only for a

3 transcript accompanied by my original signature and

4 original required seal on this page.

5         I, Tamra K. Kent, Certified Court Reporter

6 in and for the State of Louisiana, as the officer

7 before whom this was taken, do hereby certify that

8 the foregoing 16 pages was reported by me in

9 stenographic machine shorthand, was prepared and

10 transcribed by me or under my personal supervision,

11 and is true and correct to the best of my ability

12 and understanding;

13         That the transcript has been prepared in

14 compliance with transcript format guidelines

15 required by statute or by rules of the board; that

16 I have acted in compliance with the prohibition on

17 contractual relationships, as defined by Louisiana

18 Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules

19 and advisory opinions of the board;

20         That I am not related to counsel or to the

21 parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in

22 the outcome of this matter.

23

24 Tamra K. Kent  83070

Certified Reporter in and for
25 the State of Louisiana
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