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Peak Hour Determination 

Peak Hour Determination 

 

Peak hour is the hour during the peak period that has the highest traffic volumes, including 

pedestrians and cyclists.  To illustrate and help determine the common peak hour, all the collected 

peak period data collection points are overlaid in tables and/or graphs.  If the peak hour is different 

for some intersections, judgement may be needed to determine one peak hour for the entire 

corridor.  Major and minor approaches may be separated if it makes more sense. Normally, there 

are two peak hours (AM and PM), but other design hours (school peak, extended peak, event peak, 

etc.) may be used if justifiable.    

 

The examples shown below illustrate how the AM and PM volumes are combined to find the 

common peak hour between the five intersections.   

 

AM and PM Peak Hour Determination Examples

 


