
Airport FAA 5010 
Safety Inspections



What does that mean????

Inspectors are responsible 
for reporting accurate 
information about all 

landing facilities in the 
state to insure safety for 

pilots while in the air and 
on the ground.



Who sent you here????

I was sent here by 
LaDOTD Aviation to 
represent the FAA to 

examine your facility and 
prepare a report of my 

findings.



Why are you here????

Because inspections are required 
by the FAA to insure that the 
facility is compliant with the 
Federal Aviation Regulations 
Part 77, the FAA Advisory 

Circulars,and Titles 2 and 70 of 
the Louisiana Administrative 

Code



How often do you inspect????

Once a year for Public use 
facilities and once every 

three to five years for 
Private use facilities.



What gets inspected????

Anything listed within the 
FAA 5010 Maintenance 
inspection report, state 
requirements, and any 

additional safety or 
engineering issues.



What does that include????

Basically, the inspector can 
examine anything on the 
airport as well as airport 

documents.



Specifically, the FAA 5010 Inspection 
includes information about each of these 

broad topics.

General Information
Services and Facilities

Based Aircraft and Operations
Runway Information



Whoa,
That’s a lot!



Yes it is…

So let’s get the discussion 
started now.



General Information

The following info is updated:
Owners
Manager

Addresses & Phone Numbers
Email Contact

Lat / Long Coordinates



And…here is an example of a 5010 
report for General Information





Services and Facilities

Fuel types
Repairs and other services

Airport beacon
Radio frequencies

Airport light schedule
Wind indicators

Segmented Circle



Fuel types



Fuel Types



Self Service Fuel



Self-Service Fuel



Repairs and Other Services



Airport Beacon…like this



Airport Beacon…like this



Airport Beacon…not like this



Radio Frequencies



Radio Frequencies…like this



Airport Light Schedule



Wind Indicator… Like This



Or this…



But not this…



Segmented Circle…like this



Segmented Circle…like this



Segmented Circle…like this



Segmented Circle…but not this



And…here is an example of a 5010 
report for Services and Facilities





Based Aircraft and Operations



Based Aircraft and Operations
Type of Aircraft

Single Engine
Multi Engine

Jet
Helicopters

Gliders
Military

Ultra-Light



Based Aircraft & Operations

No. of aircraft based at facility
Aircraft operations by categories

And…here is an example of a 5010 report 
for Based Aircraft and Operations





Runway Information

Surface types and condition 
Lighting & approach aids

Obstruction data
Declared distances



Surface Types 

Concrete
Asphalt

Turf



Sometimes there are 2 types on 1 runway



Sometimes… all 3



Surface Conditions

Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor

Failed



Runway, Good Condition



Runway, Fair Condition



Runway, Poor Condition



Runway, Poor Condition



Heliport, Failed



Lighting & Approach Aids

Type and Condition of
Runway Markings
Runway Lighting



Runway Markings

No Markings
Basic

Non-Precision Instrument
Precision Instrument



Runway Marking Conditions

Good
Fair
Poor



Markings, Good Condition



Markings, Good Condition



Markings, Fair Condition



Markings, Poor Condition



Markings, Poor Condition



Markings, Poor Condition



Runway Lighting & Other Aids

Approach lights
Visual approach slope indicator

Runway end indicator lights
Centerline lights
Threshold lights

Runway edge lights
Runway lead off taxi lights

Taxiway lights



Approach Lights



Visual Approach Slope Indicator



Runway End Indicator Lights



Runway End Indicator Lights



Threshold Lights



Runway Lead Off Taxi Lights



Taxiway Lights



Obstruction Data

FAR 77 Category
Controlling Obstruction

Height Above Runway End
Distance From Runway End
Obstruction Clearance Slope



Obstruction



Obstruction



Obstruction



Obstruction



Obstruction



Obstruction Clearance Slopes

20:1…Visual Runway
34:1…Instrument Runway

40:1…Departure for IFR Runway



And…here is an example of a 5010 
report for Runway Information







And, finally

Name of inspector
Date of inspection



Who gets the report????

After the 5010 report is submitted to 
the FAA, a written report of the 
inspectors findings is sent to the 

airport sponsor, the airport manger, 
and the DOTD Aviation Director and 

Aviation Program Managers.



How does the FAA use the report????

They use the report to 
justify FAA funded 

projects.

The info is also used to update:
Airport / Facility Directory (AFD)

U.S. IFR Terminal Procedures



How does LaDOTD Aviation use the 
report?

They use the report to 
help identify the needs of 

the airports for 
development of the CIPs.



Questions and Comments
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