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What are Complete Streets?  

Complete Streets are streets for everyone, no 

matter who they are or how they travel.  



A complete street in a rural area will look 

different from a complete street in an urban 

area.  

 

Both are designed to balance safety and 

convenience for everyone using the road.   

 



W h a t  i s  a  C o m p l e t e  

S t r e e t s  P o l i c y ?   

Å High Level Policy Direction  

Å Ensures that the entire right of way is planned, designed, 

constructed, operated and maintained to provide safe 

access for all users  

Å Incremental Approach - Long Term Results 

 

Å It is NOT 

ïOne ôspecialõ street project 

ï A design prescription  

ï A mandate for immediate retrofit  

 

 



W h y  H a v e  a  C o m p l e t e  

S t r e e t s  P o l i c y  i n  L o u i s i a n a ?   



What is Louisianaõs 

C o m p l e t e  S t r e e t s  P o l i c y  

i n t e n d e d  t o  d o ?   

ÅCreate a comprehensive, integrated, 

connected transportation network  

ÅBalance access, mobility and safety 

needs  

ÅEncourage people to walk, bike and 

use transit  

ÅSafely accommodate pedestrians, 

bicyclists, transit users as well as 

motorists  

 



L o u i s i a n a  C o m p l e t e  

S t r e e t s  P o l i c y  

Å 2009:  Work Group requested by legislature  

Å 2010: Policy Adopted  

Å 2011:  Innovation for Sustaining Places Award: 
Best Practices  and recognized for strong policy 

language in 2011 Complete Streets Policy 

Analysis Report  

Å 2012:  Legislature requests the re -convening of 

the Work Group and reporting to legislature 

twice annually  

Å 2014:  Complete Streets Advisory Council 

created legislatively and became law to have 

and maintain a policy  

 



ñInsanity is doing the same thing over and over 

again and expecting different resultsò 
 ï ALBERT EINSTEIN 



I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

1. Retrain the Planners and Engineers  

2. Restructure the Procedures  

3. Rewrite the Manuals  

4. Retool the Measures  to Track 

Outcomes  



Training Opportunities  



Upda te  

Procedu res  
ÅExamples:  

ïStage 0 and Stage 1 Checklists updated to 

reflect Complete Streets or Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Needs  

ïSolicitation of Views process updated to 

include Bicycle and Pedestrian advocacy 

groups  

ïRumble strips design guidance updated to 

reflect spacing needs of cyclists  



Des ign   

 

 

 

 

 

Gu idance  



AASHTO 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials  



AASHTO 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials  



AASHTO 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials  

FHWA Memo:  Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Design Flexibility (2013) 

 
ñThe American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 

bicycle and pedestrian design guides are the primary national resources for 

planning, designing, and operating bicycle and pedestrian facilitiesé. 



NACTO and ITE 
National Association of City Transportation Officials  

Institute of Transportation Engineers  

FHWA Memo:  Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Design Flexibility (2013) 

 

ñéThe National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO)  Urban 
Bikeway Design Guide  and the Institute of Transportation Engineers 
(ITE) Designing Urban Walkable Thoroughfares  guide builds upon the 
flexibilities provided in the AASHTO guides, which can help communities 
plan and design safe and convenient facilities for pedestrian and bicyclists .ò 



FHWA and the MUTCD 
Federal Highway Administration  

The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices  

Bicycle Facilities and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/guidance/design_guida

nce/mutcd/ 
 




